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Pioneer Home Sites:  #1 Hansonôs on preceding map in Greens Grant;  

#2 Samuel Copp; #3 Sawmill; #4 Hayes and Dolly Copp; #5 Culhane Brothers; #6 Mrs. Barnes 
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PREFACE 
 

 
ñDon't expect too much of human critters, child, and bein'  

as you're one o' the outspoken sort you'd better hang onto them two 
sayins' ï óevery path has its puddle' and 'it's better the feet slip than the tongue.ò 

 
- Dolly Copp advises visiting author Louisa May Alcott in 1861 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Site #4 Copp House in its prime near 1860 and as abandoned near 1915 

 
Some years ago I prepared a booklet much smaller than this on the history of Dolly Copp 
Campground. This work is the update. As Campground visitors ask who was Dolly Copp, a 
biography of her has been added. The expanded effort then continues with Pinkham and 
Culhane neighbors and early history of the surrounding Peabody Valley. 
 
A 1927 booklet by George Cross entitled Dolly Copp and the Pioneers of the Glen long 
defined Dolly and Hayes Copp in the public mind. In 2004 U.S. Forest Service Historical 
Archaeologist Sarah Jordan authored The Copp Farm, upgrading the Cross work in many 
respects. Building on those invaluable resources, this work expands the focus into a 
detailed history of the Campground, the early pioneers and the central Peabody Valley.  
 
I was inspired to start the project at the Campgroundôs 1996 75th anniversary celebration. 
The displays in the Visitor Center that year included hundreds of old photos and maps 
contributed by the public for the event. Here were valuable resources that could be 
organizing into an historical narrative. I spent my work years at a planning council writing 
fact finding reports with a geographic and land use focus, useful for this retirement hobby.  
 

USFS Androscoggin District staff allowed me to scan all of the 
75th anniversary photos. They also provided me with copies of 
their own extensive multi-decade Campground history file. Crucial 
resources for the project, those courtesies are not forgotten. A 
digital copy of this work is available for free download at 
dollycopp.com, providing color and sharpness not possible in the 
black and white photocopy edition.  

 
 
 

 

1. CAMPGROUND ORIGINS 
 

ñAlmost a hundred years ago Hayes and Dolly Copp 
journeyed to the cabin home where they toiled together for fifty 

years to wrest from the forest the sunny fields and fruitful orchards where 
now each summer thousands of tourists from many lands find vacation joy in the open.ò 
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- George Crossôs 1927 ñDolly Copp and the Pioneers of the Glenò  
 

 
USFS 1925 promotional photo 

 
ñOf all the campgrounds, the Dolly Copp on the White Mountains is the most 

 popular. Fortunately, there is ample area for the physical expansion of the facilities.ò  
 

ï National Forest Reservation Commission 1927 
 
 

1-1. LOGGING 

THE PEABODY VALLEY 
 

 
View from Mount Hayes over Gorham south into the Peabody Valley  

 
ñSo vast were formerly the forests in the valleys and on the lower slopes of the mountains 

themselves that the supply of timber seemed inexhaustible, and therefore no thought of a future scarcity 
ever entered the minds of the early lumbermen, no care naturally was taken by them in cutting of the trees.ò 

 
- Historian Frederick Kilbourne 1916 

 
1-1A. LOGGING OVERVIEW 
I start here for without the disrupted landscape caused by commercial logging, the reaction 
to it of public purchase would not have come about. There would be no Dolly Copp 
Campground, and certainly less interest in her name.  
 
The later lives of Dolly and Hayes and the late nineteenth century logging era overlapped. 
In 1875 Hayes the farmer had a contractor cut commercial timber on his property. In her 
1880 letter to her granddaughter Dolly writes of the Martins Location sawmill site being 
revived for use. By 1883 near the Copp Farm there was a logging road easterly towards the 
Imp. 
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In the 1880s the Copps and others in Martins Location sell their lands to loggers. The era 
of mass cutting goes into full swing. The Peabody Valley was used for commercial purposes 
ï restoration of its natural environment only possible after its federal purchase in 1914.  
 

Logging in the area was not entirely new. Gorham historian Denman Wight states the 
Gorham area had long been logging country: ñFrom the time Gorham was incorporated in 
1836 the lumber which stood so thick in the forest began to be logged in earnest.ò   
 
According to New Hampshire PBS ñin 1867, Governor Harriman and the legislature sold the 
state's White Mountain holdings to logging companies, and by 1890 the state no longer 
owned any forests.ò On post-1870 logging from the 1924 NH Forestry Commission Report: 
ñClear cutting methods came into use in place of the earlier method of culling the larger 
trees.ò  
 
Much has been written about logging railroads in the White Mountains in this era. The 
adjacent Wild River Valley on the east is a nearby example. But the Peabody Valley did not 
need one. The relatively gentle grade and peak volume flow of the Peabody were sufficient 
for moving logs to Gorham, and the parallel Glen Road was not steep and sufficiently 
maintained for the tourist trade.  
 

Young marrieds Dolly and Hayes 
Copp and as elders in logging era 

 
Historian Frederick Kilbourne 
in 1916: ñUntil about 1870 
nearly all paper was made from 
rags. Since that time, in the 
making of many cheaper 

grades of paper, and especially that used for newspapers, wood fibers have been almost 
entirely substituted for rags.ò From Christine Goodale: ñThe innovation of using wood pulp 
for paper rather than rags or straw greatly increased demand for softwoods.ò Spruce is a 
softwood and the Peabody Valley had ample spruce to be cut.  
 
Yet while Martins Locationôs forests were bought up and their timber cut, the farms also 
purchased did not revert to woodland to then be cut. Saved by the fact that traditional farm 
crops were needed to feed the large numbers of logging industry work animals. From the 
campers point of view, we are thankful that the retention of auto accessible farm fields 
facilitated early post-1900 auto camping.  
 

 
Open Farm Land on 1915 USFS Sketch Map ï fields yellow or lighter, 

pastures green or darker ï Sites #4, #5 and #6 residents by decennial census year 

 
For these farms to remain open was the exception during these times. For after 1860, 
farming faded in much of New Hampshire and New England ï open land reverted to forest. 
Perspective on the loss of New Hampshire agriculture from the 1924 Report of the NH 
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Forestry Commission: ñAgricultural decline caused a reduction of the farm land area from 
2,367,000 acres in 1860, the maximum, to a little over 1,000,000 acres in 1890 and 700,000 
acres in 1920.ò   
 

Post card view of 1908 west into active field on Copp Farm  

 
Gorhamôs historian D. B. Wight on 1893: ñE. 
Libby & Sons were building up their farming 
interests considerably, by clearing a great deal 
of land during their slack times. They needed to 
raise a lot of hay to feed the number of horses 
they kept.ò From a 1902 biography of Elihu 
Libby: ñSeveral farms have been bought in this 

section of the county, and from these about three hundred tons of hay were cut in the 
summer of 1901.ò   
 
An excerpt from the NH Forestry Commission Report of 1915-16 on locations for planned 
summer cottages cites ñopen fields west of the Glen Road about five miles south of 
Gorham.ò Robert S. Monahan writing in 1933 on the origins of the Campground: ñHay was 
cut until 1921 and during the following year the fields beyond the bridge were used only by 
horse grazing permittees.ò  

 
1-1B. STATE FORESTRY REPORTS 
A vivid description of Peabody Valley logging was included within the 1896 Annual Report 
of the Forest Commissioner of the State of Maine. (Although this report was for Maine, 
where the vast bulk of the Androscoggin Watershed lies, all of the Androscogginôs sub-
watersheds in New Hampshire were included in its logging assessment).  
 
On the Peabody Valley: ñArriving at night before what was left of the old Glen House {burned 
1893}, next day I took up my work and my abode in the concern of the Libbyôs of Gorham. 
The valley of the Peabody River in which the Glen House was located is a deep gorge 
between the Presidential Range and the lesser range to the east. At the outlet of the valley, 
at Gorham, are the mills of E. Libby & Sons, and their supply of logs comes from this locality. 
 

 
View west in 1895 from site of Glen House burnt in 1893 shows clear cutting ï  
central peak is Adams, Madison to right - from Grand Trunk Railway Guidebook 

 

Beginning at the lower end of the valley and on the lower slopes of its sides they have 
gradually worked back and up until they had nearly cleared the valley of spruce back as far 
as the Glen House and up to a height of 2,000 feet above the stream, which was about as 
far up the mountains as lumbering by present methods could go.  
 
It was a hard country to lumber. A fall of 2,000 feet in two miles makes a pretty steep road. 
The spruce had naturally been thick, and the land was consequently left in pretty ragged 
conditioné But few places had been cleaned of trees entirely. Further up the valley, 
however, the timber had not been touched. It was a magnificent stand.ò  
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At left Winston Pote post card aerial view west with snow accentuating 

revegetating forest; at right view south at lower slopes logged near Pinkham Notch 

 
Then we have this choice passage from the Report of the New Hampshire Forestry 
Commission for 1901-1902: Travelling north ñthere is no havoc visible on the western side 
of the road until emerging upon the Glen House site. From there to Gorham the ragged 
appearance of the hillside and along the stream {Peabody River} is depressing.  

 
 

The great mills at Gorham have been largely supplied from lands on the mountain slopes 
draining into the Peabody River, from along its tributaries, and from land not too far distant 
for hauling the logs to these mills.ò  
 
1-1C. PEABODY LOG JAM 
A newspaper account of the Peabody flood of 1903 provides a vivid description of the 
watercourse full of logs destined for the Libby Sawmill in Gorham. Gorham Mountaineer 
June 6, 1903: ñAfter 5 oôclock Peabody rose rapidly and the big jam of pulpwood at the 
Copp bridge {was at south end of todayôs Campground} started and pieces, few at first 
then the whole mass, began to come down the stream toward the Androscoggin.  
 
The lossé will fall upon the town unless the town can recover from the International Paper 
Companyé. whose pulpwood caused all the troubleé. Shortly after 7 oôclock Friday 
evening E. Libby & Sons received word from the Glen that the toll bridge had gone and 
that Copp bridge probably had. This was later confirmed. 
 

 
Left toll bridge over Peabody at Carriage Road from 
the Scott McClory Collection; right Copp Bridge 
replacement after 1903 

 
Nathan Larrabee and James Hickey started for the Glen by way of the Pinkham Road {that 
is, coming in southeasterly from Randolph}. The bridges at the Culhane Farm having been 
carried away they started to return and found that since their passage Woodôs bridge 
{crossing of the Moose River to reach main east -west road} had been carried away, cutting 
off their return.  
 
They had to put up their team at the Howker farm {on the Old Pinkham Road in Randolph, 
just west of Gorham Line} and walk home on the Boston & Maine Railroad track {which are 
along the south bank of the Moose River and avoid a crossing}.  
 



11 

 
Then the Peabody river began to roar and the white caps began to run. To the uninitiated 
this may mean nothing, but to one who knows anything about the Peabody River it means 
the Old Nick to pay. Peabody is an erratic stream. It often rises to bank full and goes back 
to low water mark in a few hours... In the grants the damage is also heavy. Beside the Copp 
bridge, the bridge on the Pinkham Road between the Copp farm and the Culhane farm 
was carried away.ò   
 
A broader perspective on the 1903 flood from a March 1904 New England Magazine article 
on the Androscoggin River: ñOn the night of June 12, however, without the slightest warning, 
the river rose eight feet. It had been raining for a few days previously, but no rise in the 
Androscoggin was perceptible. The cause of this tremendous flood was doubtless due to a 
cloud burst in the valley of the Peabody River. No rise was noted above the mouth of the 
Peabody River, but much damage was done to the bridges over that river.ò 
 
1-1D. HONORS FOR LIBBYS 
Yet Gorhamôs Libby logging family was, and remains, respected in the region. References 
agree that the Libbyôs were generous to the community with their time and wealth. The 
developing negative stigma of mass logging took time to spread into the business and 
regulatory worlds.  
 
According to Wight in 1884 ñElihu Libby assumed the entire ownership of the firm of E. 
Clement & Company, including mills and lands. Along with what land he had bought in his 
own right, he now controlled thousands of acres of woodland. During the winter they had 
extensive lumber operations on their timber lands in the Peabody and Moose River Valleys, 
and were now employing 110 men and 48 horses in the woodsé. Most of the men came 
from farms in Maine for the winter. The upper mill {our Site #3}, located near the Glen 
Cottage {Site #2} was burned soon after he bought out the company.ò 
 
More perspective on the Libbyôs from the Granite Monthly 
Magazine of June of 1896: ñThe forests which surround 
Gorham have been made a source of great profit, and the 
only industry the town now sustains, aside from the shops 
of the railroad, is sounds in the sawmills which have now 
all passed into the possession of a single firm. E. Libby & 
Sons, made up of a single family, whose mills are at the 
extreme ends of the town and whose forests encircle the 
village and stretch up on the slopes of the Presidential 
Range.ò   

 
A reflection of the positive community attitude is found in the 6/8/1893 Gorham Mountaineer: 
ñDeacon Libby is not content with fixing up around his own home and making things look 
attractive but is now building sidewalks in front of his neighborsô houses. A few more men 
like the Deacon would make Gorham blossom like a rose.ò  
 

Then consider the community reaction to a major event in 1903 recorded by historian 
Denman Wight: ñA big improvement in working conditions was made when the employees 
of the E. Libby & Sons Co. were agreeably surprised by the posting of a notice to the effect 
that on Monday, June 23, the mills of the company would start at 7 A. M. instead of 6 A. M. 
And that ten hours would constitute a dayôs work instead of eleven. No petition to this effect 
had been presented by the men ï the new order of things was a voluntary act of the 
employers.ò    
 

Mildred Libby in 1914 

 
Mildred Libby Kilgore, born in 1897 and a granddaughter of Elihu, 
quoted in a 1995 Berlin Reporter article: ñTheir success as in no small 
measure due to the scrupulous honesty which characterized their 
every action. I am particularly proud of my familyôs reputation for 
integrity, which has survived over the years.ò 
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From Howie Wemyss on Elihu Libby: In 1906 ñhe purchased the Mount Washington carriage 
Road combining, for the first time, the ownership of the Glen House with the Carriage Road. 
The Libby family ownership of both continues to this day.ò As of 2020 Sam Appleton, a 
great-great-grandson of Elihu Libby, is the president of the board of the Mount Washington 
Summit Road Company. After General Manager Howie Wemyss retired in 2020 his position 
was filled by Tobey Reichert, also a descendant of Elihu Libby. 
 
1-1E. LOGGING TIMELINE 
Horse drawn on Glen Road: From the Gorham Mountaineer newspaper of February 5, 
1886: ñThe Glen Road is in better condition for sleighing than any other of the roads in the 
vicinity, owing to the number of teams engaged in logging on that roadé Elkins has moved 
into the woods to begin logging operations.ò  Historian Denman Wight on 1901: ñE. Libby & 
Sons lumber business was growing each year. In February Arthur Hill set a record for big 
loads by hauling 5,900 feet down the Glen to the mill.ò  
 
Logs in Peabody: A summary of river transport for logging in New Hampshire Magazine 
by Erik Eisele: ñBack then loggers would set up rough, hard-hewn winter camps where they 
would spend the frozen season cutting and limbing trees. The rock-hard ground and a 
canvas of snow facilitated easy transport.  
 
Horses were part of the team, paired with drivers who used them to drag the logs to the 
nearest riverbank. There they would be piled up until spring arrived. Freed of the winterôs 
topcoat and amplified by meltwater spring rains, the rivers offered easy transport for millions 
of logs. They rode to the mills, which sat positioned on the riverôs edge.ò   
 
Wight on 1907: ñThomas Malloy and Hinchey had a contract to cut pulpwood on the Glen 
Road and A. W. Fernal of Berlin had a contract to drive the pulp down the Peabody River 
to the Androscoggin. At one time they had over 7000 cords in the Peabody River. The river 
was full of logs for about a mile.  
 
A tragic incident occurred on the Peabody River when Napoleon Simoneau, a river driver, 
lost his lifeé caught under one of the jamsé His body was recovered near Coppôs Bridge.ò 
Looking up Simoneauôs death certificate he was age 28 and married, living in Gorham, his 
previous residence Canada, cause of death accidental drowning in Greens Grant.  
 

Wight on 1911: ñThe Fernald 
Lumber Company cut 14,000 
cords of pulpwood for the 
American Realty Company in the 
Peabody River Valley. In May it 
was floated down the river in 
great quantities.ò  
 

After the 1914 federal purchase logs floating down the Peabody to the Gorham mill faded 
from memory. Scattered and small early sawmills were closed and replaced by more 
modern centralized facilities. Yet Berlin historian Poof Tardiff tells us that as late as 1947, 
six million logs were floated down the Androscoggin River annually to the mills in Berlin and 
Gorham -  there were still ample non-federal private paper company lands to the north.  
 
Logging Camps: In Samuel Drakeôs ornate 1882 tourist book The Heart of the White 
Mountains, proceeding north from Copps towards Gorham he documents a logging camp: 
ñUntil reaching the bridge, within two miles of Gorham, I saw no one, heard nothing except 
the strokes of an axe, borne on the still air from some logging camp.ò  
 
On a camp to the north of Copps from the 1917 AMC Guide to Paths in the White Mountains: 
ñImp Camp may be reached direct by lumber roads from the Gorham ï Glen House 
highway. Leave the road at the Two-Mile Bridge about two miles south of Gorham where 
the road crosses the Peabody River. An ill-defined cart-track leads up thru the fields about 
one quarter of a mile and enters the woods by a well- defined logging roadé In about two 
miles an abandoned lumber camp is reached.ò 



13 

 
 
D. B. Wight on 1905: ñE. Libby & Sons Company did their usual amount of logging this year. 
They started both mills and had four camps. One was near the 2-mile bridge {two miles 
south of the mouth of the Peabody} on the Glen Roadé. Another crew was located at the 
{Site #2} cottage, two miles this side of the Glen, and one near the Four Mile Field.  

 
Site #2 Glen Cottage 
on 1911 post card 

 
A logging camp location 
was cited by Chad 
Dryden in the Berlin 
Daily Sun on August, 3 

2001 on the Imp Trail Loop: ñTwenty-five minutes from the cliff ledge, the trail reaches a 
junction with the North Carter Trail, then passes a defunct logging camp and follows an old 
logging road pretty much the rest of the way back to NH 16.ò  
 
For a news feature on her family on 1995 Mildred Libby Kilgore remembers: ñWe went up 
to see the logging camps which E. Libby & Sons owned and operated off the Glen Road. 
Sometimes weôd have supper with the loggers at Glen Cottage. Weôd go to supper quite 
often. Mostly they served baked beans.ò Speaking of logging camp breakfasts served in 
1903, historian D. B. Wight backs her up: ñBeans (always beans) and pork, hot bread, sugar 
and molasses cookies, doughnuts, tea and pie.ò    
 

Photo from the album of Mildred Libby 
Kilgore: ñThis is one of several 
logging camps which E. Libby & 
Sons owned and operated off the 
Glen Roadò 

 
Logging Roads: The logging 
road from Dollyôs to the Imp 
was noted above. Todayôs 
Great Gulf Link Trail was also 

such a road. Proceeding easterly from the Dolly Copp Campground Gatehouse, on the right 
before the curve out to the intersection with Dolly Copp Road, the remnant of an old logging 
road leads southeast into the woods. Historian Casey Hodgdon: ñI know the road by the 
Gatehouse. There are all sorts of old logging roads in that area. They run down in back of 
the Nature Trail.ò 
 
Further south, perspective from author Herbert Sylvester on his 1887 climb up a logging 
road near Nineteen Mile Brook in Greens Grant: ñImmense quantities of timber have found 
their way in years past over this rude logging-trail to the mills below. Acres and acres of the 
mountain side have been denuded of their stately spruce and pine, now overgrown with the 
broad-leaved moosewood, with birch, cherry, and sparsely scattered maples.ò 
 
The northernmost section of the 1981 Hayes Copp Ski Trail Ski Trail was developed on an 
unimproved dirt road included on the 1937 USGS topographic map, paralleling Barnes 
Brook, assumed to be an old logging road. Today its grading remains visible and continues 
east as the ski trail leaves it to turn south.  
 
Other Milestones: In the 1880 Census for Martins Location there are sixteen loggers 
boarding at Site #2 Glen Cottage. Seems odd, as most historians report logging as a winter 
activity. Their ages show decidedly young men, one from New Brunswick, the remainder 
from Quebec: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

17 Narcis King, works in woods 
20 Agnus Marrier, works in woods 
21 Joseph Glessi, works in woods 
21 Tedchi Movan, wood chopper 
21 Louis Napoleon, works in woods 
 

21 George Pray, works in woods 
22 Henri Chucat, works in woods 
22 Pelican Cote, works in woods 
23 Philip Doherty, works in woods 
23 Daniel A. Foley, teamster 
23 Joseph Polkie, works in woods 

24 Louis Champagne, works in woods 
25 Philip Gagneau, works in woods 
28 Joseph Gosselen, works in woods 
33 Philip McFange, wood chopper 
35 Louis Baker, works in woods 
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Note: The straight line distance from Martins Location to the nearest point in Quebec is only 53 miles. With a direct rail link starting in 
the 1850s, French Canadian heritage in the Gorham area grew. According to Wikipedia as of 2017 65% of nearby Berlin, NH residents 
can speak French (not necessarily as their first language).  

 

In 1880 John Bellows, back in the 1840s the scourge of the Pinkham kinship group early 
pioneers, sells his considerable Martin Location holdings to Edward Clement of Portland. 
The Clement holdings are absorbed by Gorhamôs Libby Family. From the Gorham 
Mountaineer of December 12, 1884 we know there was a lumber yard in Martins Location: 
ñAccident ï Monday morning a whirlwind struck near the lumber yard of E. Libby & Sons, 
near Glen Cottage, and scattered the lumber promiscuously, toppling over high piles of 
boards and plank.  
 

 
At left the 1892 Atlas of NH Map includes label ñE. Libby & Sonsò at 

Site #4 Dolly Copp House, also a pointer from that label south to Site #2 Glen 
Cottage; at left 1893 USGS Map with Sites #3 and #6 without buildings by this date 

 
Denman Bartlett Wight tells us that in 1890 the owners of Beans Purchase, NH to the east 
sold to E. Libby & Sons ñall that part of Beans Purchase that pitches toward the Peabody 
River on the Gorham side of said tracté All hard wood or timber suitable to be manufactured 
into boards or lumber.ò Turning to the western slopes of the Presidentials, according to the 
Randolph, NH Mountain Club their ñtrail system, which began in the 1850s and expanded 
in the 1880s and 1890s, was largely destroyed by intensive logging in the early 1900s.ò  
 
Wight on Census population totals in 1900: ñSome of the grants reported gains. The 
increase in population in those places was the result of lumbering operations, and after the 
timber had been cut the people left.ò Wight again on 1900: ñE. Libby & Sons purchased the 
Glen House and land extending twelve miles along the Glen Road; also 5,000 acres in 
Jackson, totaling over 18,000 acres.ò  
 
Wight commenting on 1903: ñThe International Paper Company constructed a dam a short 
distance below the Glen where the old Thompson Mill stood, in preparation for loggings 
their lands in the Peabody River Valley.ò Thus there may be two sets of relics to differentiate 
there. 
 
1903 Pine Mountain: 1,890 acres burned just to the north of our study area, a close call, 
almost entering Martins Location. From the Gorham Mountaineer on 6/3/1903: ñFire on Pine 
Mountain working rapidly toward the Peabody River.ò From the 1930 Book of the White 
Mountains by John Anderson and Stearns Morse: ñPine Mountain was, as its name would 
indicate to the alert mind, originally pine-clad, but a devastating forest fire has denuded it, 
not only of trees but even of soil, so that the gougings of the glacier are distinctly traceable 
in its rugged rock summit.ò  
 

 
Above left logging remnant 

at Peabodyôs Rangers Pool, center at Flat 
Rock Pool, right timber cut on Mount Madison 
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On the west bank of Rangers Pool at its north end near the water line is an iron hook 
anchored into bedrock. The stub of another anchor is on the east bank of Flat Rock Pool. 
The opinion of historian Casey Hodgson is that these artifacts are remnants of logging 
operations. His view is supported by a relic found on the Sawyer River in Livermore, NH, 
very similar iron artifacts anchored in rock, professionally identified as relating to historic 
logging operations.  
 
Criticism in 1906 from Among the Clouds editor Frank H. Burt: ñExtensive cutting has been 
in progress on the northerly sides of Mt. Adams, Jefferson and Madison since 1902 and 
speedy action by the national government is the only means of averting permanent injury 
to the scenery.ò  
 
In 1907 New Hampshire had its peak year of timber cutting at 755 million feet. This may 
have been at or near the peak for the Peabody Valley as well. Broader context from northern 
woodlands.org: ñBy 1917, the Berlin Mills Company, with three paper mills and 4,250,000 
acres of timberland, was the largest pulp and paper manufacturer in the world.ò  
 

From the 1908 USFS Circular 160 regarding the drainage area of the Androscoggin, we 
hear that ñA portion of the water in this river comes thru the Peabody River directly from the 
highest of the White Mountains, including the Presidential and Carter. The edge of its 
watershed in this part has an elevation averaging 4,000 feet. In this vicinity the commercial 
spruce forest has been largely removed by the clear cutting method.ò  
 
We can next look at how the auto oriented Dolly Copp Campground grew out of the logging 
era onto the still open fields of the old Copp, Culhane and Barnes farms.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

1-2. AUTO ERA 

DRAWS CAMPERS 
 

 

1-2A. TRAVEL TO MOUNTAINS MOTORIZED 
When someone mentioned ñDolly Coppò in the nineteenth century they were referring to the 
pioneering resident of the Peabody Valley. Early during the twentieth century the meaning 
expands to include her namesake campground.  
 
The sudden proliferation of motor cars after 1900 had a dramatic impact throughout the 
nation. From the perspective of New Hampshire, access to White Mountain recreation areas 
was greatly facilitated. Urban populations in Massachusetts were now well positioned to 
drive north. 

The population of New Hampshireôs North Country had welcomed the economic stimulation 
brought about by the 1850s railroad, the first transport revolution. But reaction to the sudden 
flood of autos was more mixed. It took a little time for the economic advantages to win the 
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argument - or perhaps in some sections the argument never was won -  there being no way 
to exclude thousands of prowling automobiles. 

Soon after the turn of the century came the national ñauto camping movementò, its basic 
feature true to the dictionary definition of camping: "Briefly living out of doors in a much 
simpler lifestyle than that to which the camper soon returns." The fast rise of auto camping 
correlated directly with the 1900-1920 meteoric increase in motor vehicle registrations. This 
surge soon arrives in the Peabody Valley, where the new automobile became the 
foundation stone of the new Dolly Copp Campground.  

 
Coppôs and nearby farms ready for auto campers - Culhane House (marked) is 

prominent - 1900 photo from Library of Congress view southwest from Mount Surprise  

 
Most of northern New Hampshireôs roadways in 1900 were slow, unpaved and bumpy. This 
was not necessarily due to indifference, as light maintenance and rutty conditions were 
acceptable for the pace of horse drawn vehicles. But such road conditions were suddenly 
inadequate for the much greater speed of motorized transport.  
 
The State of New Hampshire adopts policies to better organize its roadways. A statute in 
1905 added to roads already designated as state highways ñas much of the Pinkham Notch 
Road as lies in Pinkhams Grant, Greens Grant and Martins Location.ò In addition ñthe 
highway in the towns of Randolph and Gorham which extends from the main highway 
leading from Jefferson to Gorham to the Pinkham Notch Road.ò That is, along what is today 
the central camp road thru Dolly Copp Campground.  
 
Further, ñthe governor and council shall forthwith designate for improvement by suitable 
description three continuous highways from the Massachusetts state line northerly. The first 
route so designated shall extent to and through Pinkham Notch, thence through Dixville 
Notch to Colebrook and shall be known as the East Side roadò {became Route 16 in the 
Peabody Valley}.   
 
Transportation policy declarations such as the above are easy to write compared to finding 
the money for the improvements thereafter recommended. From an AMC record of its 1906 
August Camp at the old Glen House site: ñAs the Jackson-Gorham road in those days was 
a dirt highway traveled only by horse-drawn vehicles, the camp had adequate privacy.ò  
Sounds like 1906 was on the cusp ï the embryonic transportation revolution had not arrived 
in the remote Peabody Valley quite yet.  

 
At left 1905 post card of Presidential Range to the south from rough 

Glen Road in Gorham; at right further south approaching Tuckerman Ravine 

 
Gorhamôs Denman Wight on 1907 road work inside the Gorham corporate boundary: ñThe 
Gorham Road Agent found the out-of-town roads, including the Glen Roadé were all in 
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very bad conditioné unfit for the automobile traffic which had reached a surprising 
proportion.ò  A memory of Joe Dodge: ñWhen I first came thru here with my father, back in 
1909, Pinkhamôs old road was still being used; of course, it had been fixed up a little but not 
very much.ò  
 
A history posted on the Glen House web site cites Mount Washington ascents via the 
Carriage Road 1899 to 1901 by steam powered vehicles. Then in 1902 the first gasoline 
powered cars reached the summit. In 1912, the first motorized stage ascends. The Valley 
situation was much evolved by 1917 when the book White Mountain Trails reports ña good 
motor road leads from Jackson to Gorham.ò 

 
Advertisement from 1917 Automobile Blue Book: ñSpecial Attention to 

Auto Partiesò and ñIn the Heart of U.S. Forest Reserveò (not yet a National Forest) 

 
From the Time for Tuckerman Community Forum we learn that in 1927 Route 16 ñwould be 
plowed occasionally from Gorham only to the Glen House, three miles from the Notch, and 
from Jackson northward not at all.ò According to the USFS Mount Washington Avalanche 
Center ñfew skiers came to Tuckerman Ravine before the Pinkham Notch Road {Route 16} 
was plowed in the winter in the later 1920s {1929-1930}, but by the mid-thirties hundreds, 
then thousands could be found there on sunny spring weekends.ò  
 
In the thirties Route 16 thru the Peabody Valley was still an unpaved road, even northerly 
past Cascade to the Berlin line. Only within the Berlin city limits does a 1936 map show 
paving. Further, Gorhamôs Route 2 was without blacktop easterly to the Maine State Line. 

 
Boarded up Copp House circa 1910 by Guy Shorey - 

note altered angle of view in framed photo ï Cross wrote 
in 1927 ñthis building was standing within the memory of the writerò 

 

Historians and White Mountains enthusiasts owe a debt to Guy Shorey of Gorham, a 
famous photographer specializing in scenes of the White Mountains. He lived eighty years, 
1881 to 1961. As with his photo of the Culhane House, Shoreyôs carriage is a subtle 
background feature in the main view of the Copp House. Shorey was recorded by the Forest 
Service as camping in Dolly Copp in 1936. Original Shorey post cards were still available 
in 1962 at Welsh's Restaurant in Gorham for ten cents each now collectible items.  
 
Lack of traffic volumes can give a lonely feeling to a road, as seen in William Lowell 
Putnamôs quote of AMC worker for Joe Dodge named Edward ñMooseò Damp in October of 
1940: ñI Scraped up the dough to buy a bus ticket to Boston. Then to Portland, and it finally 
dropped me off in Gorham. I hiked up to Pinkham that evening; only one car went by the 
whole three hours.ò 
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At left view south at Route 16 entrance in late 1930s; at right same location 

with two views north then and now, lower with Route 16 relocated east after 1958 

 
1-2B. CAMPING WITH AUTOS 
While camping itself was not new, the auto camping variant, dependence upon and 
accompanied by a motor vehicle, was. In 1905 a newly formed auto club toured the White 
Mountains and passed thru Martins Location. As the lodging for these early motorists was 
ñsuperior hotel and garage accommodationsò this was new auto travel but not auto 
camping.  
 
Camping was documented in the Peabody Valley in the 1906 AMC Appalachia: ñThe August 
Camp pitched its tents in the open pasture at the rear of the site of the old Glen House. A 
dam was built across the Peabody River to form a swimming pool.ò But the AMC campers 
had used traditional rail transport to reach Bartlett, so theirs was not the revolutionary 
new auto camping. 
 
Historians tell us that early auto campers after 1900 
spontaneously squatted on remote private property. While a fee 
to the landowner was paid by some, others located out of view of 
farm owners, without permission or supervision. There were no 
campgrounds into which to herd the sudden motorized invasion - 
the concept of an organized, designated area for auto campers 
was yet to appear.  
 
Like most societal changes it took some time to assess what was 
happening, recognize the problem and conceive of designated 
auto camping areas. As initial reactions rural governmental 
officials targeted recreational auto squatters with municipal 
control ordinances. Annoyed farmers put up strategic fences and 
no trespassing signs.  
 
As the availability of random roadside camp sites dwindled, the provision of the first 
formalized campgrounds around 1920 was welcomed by auto campers. The circa 1920 
transition from overnight ñauto squat spotò to ñauto camp groundò was rapid and successful. 
The specific time table for the founding of Dolly Copp Campground conforms nicely to this 
national generality. 
 

Auto camping became a national craze. Even the elite were drawn in, President Warren 
Harding, Henry Ford, Thomas Edison and Harvey Firestone camping together in 1921, a 
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deliberate media event. Camping was also driven by ñfresh air for your healthò themes. In 
the twenties literature on how to camp out became widely available. 
 

ñMost of us are possessed of the desire to be somewhere else.  
Restlessness remains. In the United States a new and increasing way 
of satisfying the desire for recreation and adventure has swept over the 

country. Motor camping is a leading national pastime.ò -1923 Motor Camping Magazine 

 
Informal Start: The east bank of the Peabody River by the Copp Bridge had great potential 
as an early, informal, auto camper squatter spot. There was a suitable spring for water 
supply. The riverside field was flat and had a fine mountain view. Since the 1850s the 
Peabody Valley had been a desirable tourist haven. Perhaps early squatting aided this 
crossroads to become one of the earliest approved auto camping locations.  
 

The 8/3/1933 Gorham newspaper looks back: Early in the twentieth century a straggling 
camper pitched his tent on Martins Location. He found fishing, swimming and tramping 
{early term for hiking} on the side of Mount Washington good and told his friend. The word 
went around from mouth to mouth until the field and surrounding country bordering on the 
Peabody River became the haven of the camper who craved a change from city life.ò   
 
The clues available suggest that informal squatter-auto camping in Martins Location in the 
years 1914 to 1919 was organized incrementally into a public camping area. Campground 
users today are indebted to the far reaching foresight of Forest Service officials at that time:  
 

 ñEarly officials of the White Mountain Purchase Units 

realized that Martins Location, with clear openings close to the 

Presidential Range and a good water supply, would be well suited for 

recreational development.ò - History of Forest Service Eastern Region 1997 

 
Copp Spring Campground: An archival USFS memo indicates USFS employee E. D. 
Fletcher ñmade the first survey of this area and established the Camp Grounds.ò 
Knowledgeable authority David Govatski says E. D. Fletcher was a USFS Forest Examiner 
appraising properties by 1912. And that Fletcher was an experienced appraiser determining 
fair market value for land including surveying and mapping. 
 
Fletcherôs initials appear on the 1915 USFS Sketch Map of central Martins Location that 
has been of such great value to this research - thanks to its long preservation by USFS 
Androscoggin District staff. An undated and unattributed document in the USFS file states 
that in 1915 campers had already been using the Peabody wayside ñfor years.ò But there is 
no source given for that potentially valuable evidence.  
 
While after 1910 we can assume there were squatter auto campers here, no ñcampgroundò 
designation was placed by Fletcher on his USFS 1915 Sketch Map. From the viewpoint of 
1915 mapmaking, it seems that his observation of overnight recreational auto camping did 
not as yet confer a designation about the land parked upon. The ñauto campgroundò concept 
was just now emerging. 

 
At left Shorey post card from the Scott McClory Collection; right 1925 

USFS promotional photo ï I met Scott after we competed on Ebay for the same 
Dolly Copp items - he favored cooperation and made available his collection of rare photos 
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From a circa 1939 USFS summary of early Dolly Copp Campground history: ñAs early as 
1915 there was picnicking and possibly some camping at the spring on the east side of the 
Peabody River.ò From 1938 State of New Hampshire tourism literature: ñThe spring carries 
a long historical background.ò  
 
It may be that informal auto camping at the Peabody wayside could not be upgraded by the 
USFS until some supervisory staff was lodging overnight nearby. To fill that need, the 
venerable Site #2 1834 Copp House - Bellows House - Glen Cottage building transforms 
yet again, this time into the Peabody River Ranger Station and staff residence. That 
building was demolished 1939-1940.  
 
As newly purchased federal property, on the 1915 USFS Sketch Map the old Site #2 
structure is in use as the ranger station, that designation differing from a 1914 USFS map 
that had no notation here. USFS literature states that the origin date is 1921 for the Dolly 
Copp Campground. But that is, taking a close look, for the west bank facility we know today. 
Good dates for the origin of the east bank Copp Spring Camp Ground are 1915, 1917 and 
1918.  

 
At left old Site #2 Glen Cottage building about 1908 before 1914 federal 

purchase, on 1915 USFS Map, as USFS Peabody River Ranger Station in thirties 

 

Important to qualify, both banks of the Peabody were united by a bridge and operated as 
one united campground into the early thirties. After that the east, Route 16 side, was 
converted into a Picnic Ground, and the much greater acreage on the west side grew to 
become the Dolly Copp Campground of today. West side camping was endorsed by the 
USFS in 1921 and formally opened in 1924.  
 
In 1998 the USFS prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Statement for AMC use of forest 
lands and its Pinkham Notch Visitor Center. Some area history is presented as background 
including on nearby Dolly Copp: ñThe automobile also spawned a new phenomenon known 
as ócar camping.ô Travelers quickly took advantage of such recreational opportunities as 
those provided by the US Forest Service when it developed Dolly Copp Campground in 
Pinkham Notch in 1924,ò a facility which still sees robust use.ò 

 
1-2C. SUMMER HOME PLAN 
The 1997 History of the USFS stated that Martins Location was suitable for ñbuildingsò as 
well as recreation. Odd as it sounds now, the USFS initially encouraging summer home 
development on some of its newly acquired White Mountains land. This included the west 
side of the Peabody River in Martins Location. An excerpt from the NH Forestry Commission 
Report of 1915-16 describing locations for planned summer cottages: ñThe open fields west 
of the Glen Road about five miles south of Gorham.ò 
 
According to a 1915 Gorham Mountaineer news report ñsome of the best cottage sites 
available in the mountains are located directly adjacent to some of the fine new motoring 
roads that the state of New Hampshire has been building in the past few yearsé. On the 
road that runs from Gorham through Pinkham Notch to Jackson are a number of old farm 
sites, commanding beautiful views of the Presidential Range and the Carter-Moriahs.ò   
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The entirety of what is today the west bank Dolly Copp Campground was initially proposed 
as a summer colony of 89 cottage lots. An excerpt from the 1916 USFS sales brochure: 
The locality is one of especial natural charm.... The Peabody River with its rapid, crystal 
clear waters, boulders, and bordering birches adjoins the location for more than half a mile. 
Picturesquely dividing the site into several blocks is a beautiful forest of birch, maple and 
spruce....  

 
At left excerpt from 1916 Subdivision Plan: center same Big 

Meadow Area after circulation improved in 2019: right early public notice 

 

The lots have all been surveyed and the numbers marked on corner posts. The Forest 
Rangers at the Peabody Ranger Station will accompany visitors over the ground and give 
needed information. Lots will be leased at prices ranging from $18 to $25 per year, with the 
proviso that the improvements shall have a minimum cost value of $1,000. In order that the 
buildings may harmonize with the situation, it is desirable that they be of the bungalow type."  
 

From the USFSôs History of Outdoor Recreation Development in National Forests 1891-
1942 we learn that by 1912 the demand upon the USFS ñis growing rapidly for sites on 
which summer camps, cottages and hotels may be located. In some of the most accessible 
and desirable localities land has been divided into lots of from one to five acres.ò  
 
In 1918 the USFS released a manual entitled Landscape Engineering in the National 
Forests. Professional advice was provided therein for regional USFS staffs facing the task 
of laying out summer cottage sites on some of their newly acquired federal forest lands.  
 
In the 1918 manual is reproduced the 1916 subdivision map of ñDolly Copp Farm Summer 
Home Sites.ò Comparing the 1915 USFS Sketch Map to the subdivision lot plan reveals the 
proposed open space areas in the subdivision plan were primarily the swampy or wetter 
areas that had not been suitable for farm use in earlier days. Logical enough, wetlands 
preservation is still the practice within subdivision layout today. But no wonder the 1916 
Dolly Copp subdivision plan does not look amateurish ï it was ahead of its time and became 
the national model.  
 
But that course is soon reversed: From the 1997 Forest Service History specifically on Dolly 
Copp: ñIn 1917 the Forest Service had what is viewed now as a óbad idea.ô They were going 
to put the campground out to lease to campers. But the Forest Service realized in time that 
óthey were in a position of putting land together for all people for all time, not just special 
people,ô so they cancelled the whole program.ò 
 
The United States had one half million autos registered in 1910, growing rapidly to eight 
million in 1920. That growth was reflected in the need for organized auto camper sites. For 
six or seven years the west bank summer home lot leasing proposal blocked east bank 
camping from formally expanding west over the Peabody River bridge. But the subdivision 
idea was overcome by the needs of auto campers.   
 
The difference between 1915 USFS lands purchased map and a 1916 USFS lands 
purchased map is that the major roads within the proposed Dolly Copp Farm subdivision 
are newly included. These look like rudimentary access lanes, put in place on the old fields 
to permit summer home lot inspection by potential bungalow builders.      
 
Defining a dirt access way on a relatively level farm field was not a large capital investment. 
Comparing the proposed subdivision plan with contemporary Campground maps, many 
subdivision access features were soon incorporated into campground design, a good 
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example being Riverside Drive. This comes is no surprise, for the little lanes of the proposed 
subdivision were the logical circulation pattern for this particular acreage.  
 
The west bank subdivision roads remain in place on the 1920 USFS lands map. Then the 
subdivision roads are removed on the 1924 USFS map {no intervening yearly maps 
available}. This correlates well with the 1997 Forest Service History: ñIn 1921 the summer 
home idea was abandoned. Although similar plans proved successful in other parts of the 
country, lots on the óDolly Copp Farmsô were not sought after. The area was opened for tent 
and trailer camping and has remained in popular use by visitors ever since.ò  
 

1-2D. CAMPGROUND STARTS ON WEST BANK 
By the mid-twenties demand for Dolly Copp camp sites was high. Perspective from the 1924 
Biennial Report of the N.H. Forestry Commission: ñThe Forest Service has improved six 
delightful public camp sites along the main highways, the most popular at present being the 
Dolly Copp camp six miles south of Gorham on the Peabody River, where 5,000 visitors 
made camp during the past summer.ò 

 
 

ñCopp Spring Camp Groundsò 
written on the back of this east bank view south 

 

As noted earlier Robert Monahan had reported in 1922 that ñthe fields beyond the bridge 
{referring to the Peabodyôs west bank} were used only by horse grazing permittees.ò  It 
sounds like the west bankôs fields were not formally available to auto campers yet. There 
could have been some informal use, but then again, USFS staff issued fire permits, effective 
authority to control camp site placement.  
 
A question arises concerning the inclusion on the circa 1915 USFS Sketch Map of two west 
bank notations of ñGood Camp Site.ò We are left to wonder if these were already in use in 
1915 for early camping, or were they the cartographerôs value judgment of what areas could 
be desirable camping spots for future use.  
 

At left ñGood Camp Siteò notations 
in 1915 and at right their locations 
today - southern site at ridge 
separating fields had a view up and 
down the road ï view from elevated 
north site east to Carter Range was 
attractive 
 
The only point of reference is 
the map itself, containing no 

other notations interpreted as anything but actual conditions in 1915 - no proposed future 
conditions shown. So, perhaps there was some early west bank camping in the attractive 
locations shown, even of the hiker or horse drawn variety predating ñautoò camping.   
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View west at bridge built in 1924 ï the year ñriver adequately 
bridgedò ï sign at left reads ñCopp Spring Public Camp Groundò and points 

north along east bank; west bank also available evidenced by tent across river 
 

Robert Monahan looking back from 1933 on what next: ñBut with the river adequately 
bridged in 1924 the camp ground extended to the opposite bank and the development of 
the area proceeded rapidly.ò That statement focuses on a 1924 bridge improvement as a 
key facilitator of camping expansion to the west, the stimulus enabling todayôs Dolly Copp 
Campground.  

 
At first appearance at odds with the USFS 1921 origin date, the 1924 date may reflect the 
time interval needed to implement the 1921 policy for expansion to the west bank. Or, the 
1921 date is a little off. Pressure to expand must have been intense, as the nationôs total 
auto registrations of 8,132,000 in 1920 skyrocketed up to 17,481,000 in 1925; the 
percentage using vehicles for auto camping rising at least in tandem. 
 
On the 1924 update of the USFS WMNF map a symbol first appears in the legend for ñPublic 
Camping Ground.ò In Martins Location, that symbol placed north of the bridge and directly 
over the Peabody River, seemingly to identify combined east and west bank camping areas.  
 

Robert Monahan said that ñwith the river adequately bridged in 1924 the camp ground 
extended to the opposite bank.ò  Then on the 1931 and later WMNF map updates the 
campground symbol is placed over the west bank only, indicating the new and final west 
side predominance.   
 
Looking at this another way the 1924 USFS WMNF map the name of the facility had evolved 
to ñDolly Copp Camping Ground,ò revised from the 1920 ñDolly Copp Farms Public Camp 
Ground.ò  At this time roadside picnicking was mixed with camping on the east bank. The 
area was enjoyed by northern New Hampshire residents, not just visitors from a distance.  
 
In September of 1927 the Brown Companyôs Burgess Band also held its picnic here: 
ñSunday, August 14th, will be remembered by the Burgess Band men and their wives. The 
trucks and private cars left Berlin for Dolly Copp Camping Ground, Sunday at 10:30 with 
one of the merriest crowds that had been seen in this vicinity. The weather was uncertain 
as heavy clouds rolled by but this did not seem to worry this merry crowd as they performed 
their acrobatic acts and played horse shoes. 
 
At 12:30 Frank Sequin arrived in his Ford with a pot of beans and rolls. John Lavoie gave 
them the trumpet mess call. Everyone was hungry enough to eat the bark off the trees.é 
After dinner some sang, others visited campers and others smoked. At 2:30 the Band 
started the concert assisted by John Laffin, vocalist. Cars from different part of the Union 
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filled with passengers were very cheerful and blew their horns after every number. The 
crowd was estimated at 700.ò  
 
Evidence of expansion in a 1927 Forest Service memo: ñThe smooth and barbed wire on 
the area across the river has been taken down on the south side of the road to the old gravel 
pit and on the north side of the road as far as the old Dolly Copp place.ò  
 

By 1927 Randolph, NH 
author George Cross 
could entitle a chapter in 
his Dolly Copp booklet 
The Motor Car Comes to 
the Glen, stating therein 
that ñpalatial touring cars 
by thousands glide 

along tar highways. Cars by hundreds park along the banks of the Peabody. The motor car 
possesses the Glen.ò  
 

Utility infrastructure was expanded for the twenties surge in usage. Water supply needs are 
featured in a 1926 Forest Service staff letter on the spread of camping from the east bank 
westerly into todayôs Dolly Copp: ñAt the present time we have a supply of water pipe which 
was originally purchased to furnish running water to the Peabody River Ranger Station.... 
The spring at Dolly Copp takes care of the water supply for that side of the river.  
 

Example of rocky camp sites in early days 

 
However, the camping is extending to the opposite side of the 
river, and in fact more people are using that side than the area 
originally opened. It is too far to carry water from the spring to 
the opposite side of the river, and a number of people have 
been using the river water for cooking and drinking purposes. 
This is not a safe measure. 
 
I have been planning to use the supply of pipe in order to furnish 
running water on the places available for camping on both sides 
of the river. This supply can easily be obtained from Imp 
Brooké.ò  
 
The letter comments on the west bank: ñThat area is sufficient 
to take care of between 125 to 175 camps, and we are now 
able to enlarge that space since the pasture fence can be moved due to the permittee giving 
up the special use permit for the pasture.  
 
With central toilet facilities, I am convinced we would induce more and more of the people 
to use the opposite side of the river, which would leave the original side open for picnic and 
supper parties.ò The last sentence documents that the closing of east bank auto camping 
was contemplated as early as 1926. That plan was soon followed.  
 
Early camper Mildred Richardson confirms the long walk for water supply: ñThis particular 
morning while we were having breakfast we needed some water. We had to get the water 
from the Peabody River that was on the other side of the road. Al said he would get it but I 
wanted the exercise so went with Bobby following right behind me {her dog}. As we were 
going back across the road a car hit Bobby.ò 
 
We see the east bank closing imminent in a response to a 1931 survey when one camper 
pleads ñdo not stop campers from camping on the street {Route 16} side of the river. That 
would spoil the camp grounds. There are fewer bugs on this side and more shade.ò  Other 
survey results:  
 
Length of Stay:  1 week or less 28 -25%, 2 weeks 40 -36%, 3 weeks 10 -9%, 4 weeks 11 -10%, 4+ 
weeks 22 -20%, Total 111 -100%. What are urgently needed improvements, percent that checked: 
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tables and benches 36. Satisfied as is 36; swimming pool 23; oil roads 18; Place for picnickers 12; 
more toilets 11; have fields mowed 8; dogs to be leashed 4; grocery store 2; electric lights 1; central 
hall for rainy weather 1.  
 
Typical comments made: There were requests for tables, benches and rustic furniture for each camp, 
that the grounds be plotted into lots, that picnic parties be given a special place away from the river, 
and to please oil the road through the Campground. 

 
Left joy ride under the Imp; center USFS view of east bank ñGuard Weeks 

emptying garbage into pitò; right view east at 1924 bridge swept away in 1927  

 
The removal of east bank camping had been completed by the time of printing the 1936 
Campground rules: ñThe area west of the Peabody River is reserved and developed for 
camping only. That east of the river is for picnicking.ò And to no oneôs regret, such it has 
remained since.  
 
1-2E. BECOMES WELL KNOWN 
Robert Monahanôs September 1928 news article entitled Dolly Copp Camp Ground Now 
Famous for Tourists describes the camping scene that year: ñAs usual the campers came 
from all parts of this country and Canada. Some stayed overnight departing the next 
morning with the wish that their itinerary allowed for a longer stop and others settled for the 
entire season.  
 
Many of the campers had spent previous summers at Dolly Copp and this year returned 
with their friends.... But whatever their camping experience, their age or their occupation, a 
mutual desire for friendship was obvious all summer. The hospitality for which the 
namesake of the camp ground was famous is still to be found on all sides of her homestead 
site....  
 
A tenting party less fit to haul and chop wood than others will wake in the morning to find a 
neat pile of firewood just outside their tent. Campers unfamiliar with the nearby trails will be 
guided by those more experienced.... Families with children return to school after Labor Day 
with the youngsters in fine condition for the winter. They have spent all summer outdoors 
on their rafts in the shallow pool just below the bridge or hauling water from the spring and 
dead wood from the forest. 

 
Article by Robert Monahan in the Berlin Reporter 1928; Permit for 

1928 Season signed by Monahan courtesy of the Scott McClory Collection 
 
Statistics of the past few years indicate the growing popularity of Dolly Copp. The average 
daily number of tents during August 1925 was 31, August 1926 55 and August 1927 73, 
while this year the average jumped to 79....The record number of tents this season was 
tallied Thursday night, August ninth, when 106 tents were counted. 
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The Forest Service now maintains four other camp grounds {in the WMNF} but Dolly Copp 
still enjoys the greatest popularity among the camping public. The Forest Service is laying 
out an ambitious program for continued improvement of the camp ground when the funds 
are available so that ten years from now the fields may present a somewhat changed 
appearance.ò 
 

Monahanôs predicted change in appearance was indeed coming. The early Dolly Copp of 
the nineteen twenties reflected a rough and tumble landscape, photos document stonier 
and rougher ground than now. Today's more manicured look had its roots in the early 
thirties. The campers of 1928, though, did enjoy Dolly Copp Ginger Ale. 
 
Educational programs for Dolly Copp campers are a regular 
feature today. An early USFS document dates them back to at 
least 1928: ñEvery Friday evening in August, {District} Ranger 
Spinney gave an illustrated talk before the assembled camp 
explaining the purposes and activities of the Forest Service...  In 
attendance at one of these talks was Colonel Henry S. Graves, 
Dean of the Yale Forestry School.ò Graves had been national 
USFS Chief from 1910 to 1920. 
 

The New Hampshire Forestry Commission Report of 1928 
indicates a slow pace for WMNF campground development that 
decade. On family histories linked to Dolly Copp from the 1997 
USFS History: ñThe Dolly Copp Campground on the White 
Mountain National Forest is one of the oldest used public 
campgrounds in the country. Forest Historian Billie Hoornbeek 
has spoken to fourth generation campers there.ò   
 
From the section written by Forest Supervisor James E. Scott we learn that ñit has not been 
possible to do as much as might well be done on account of the limited funds provided for 
this purpose. The Forest Supervisor had only $750 for this work during the present fiscal 

year. The fact that over 8000 people 
camped on Dolly Copp alone during the 
month of August shows the popularity of 
the Forest Service Camp Grounds.ò 
 
 Note of interest in the 1928 report as to 
another new federal campground to the 
south: ñGlen Ellis Camp Ground is 12 miles 
from Gorham on the same highway. 
Parking space is provided at the entrance 
of the beautiful Glen Ellis Falls.ò The Ellis 
River campground was dismantled soon 
thereafter. 

 
 

 

 

1-3. 1930S 

ENHANCEMENTS 
 

1-3A. CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS 
Once the Great Depression struck in 1929, camping at Dolly Copp and elsewhere in the 
country generally did not decline. This was due in part to camping's low cost and also to 
automobiles being the last family amenity to be surrendered in hard times. Dolly Copp 
camping actually increased during the turbulent thirties.  
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It must have helped that during the same period campground amenities were greatly 
enhanced with federal funds. Outside of early funding for simple sanitary facilities and fire 
pits, in 1925 the national USFS received its first specific allotment for campground 
development. The USFS History of Recreational Development 1871 ï 1942 tells us that in 
the early thirties, funding was increased by the Franklin D. Roosevelt Administration: 
 

ñThe Forest Service received recreation funds and support far beyond its wildest dreams of 
earlier years. The resulting new wave of recreation development overwhelmed the work 
done before 1933... Several years earlier the service had customarily insisted that it could 
only provide simple campgrounds and the like, leaving private developments to fill the 
demand for more elaborate facilities. 
 
The Service now saw its role as providing all structures convenient and necessary to 
National Forest visitors, including bathhouses, picnic shelters and the likeé the Forest 
Service would also strive to design and locate those facilities in aesthetically pleasing ways.ò  
 
Entering the thirties, Dolly Copp camping facilities were about to be further enhanced. In 
the 1932 Report of the NH Forestry Commission the WMNF Supervisor reports: ñAt some 
of the more intensively used camp areas, notably the Dolly Copp Forest Camp water has 
been piped to many convenient points throughout the camp area, chemical toilet systems 
have been installed, refuse collection and incinerating systems have been established, and 
efficient camp police are continually in service throughout the busy summer months.ò 
 
Using newly available and low cost Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) labor, the USFS 
now erects substantial recreation structures in National Forests from coast to coast. As 
examples of the new construction thirteen photos are included in the 1942 national USFS 
History. One of these is the ñlarge pavilion ï administration building {1934}, Dolly Copp 
Campground, White Mountains National Forest, New Hampshire.ò Another of the thirteen 
of interest is the ñAppalachian Mountain Clubôs store adjoining its lodge {1920} at Pinkham 
Notch Camp.ò  
 
The 1942 text also states ñAt the Dolly Copp Campground, the Service erected a log-framed 
picnic shelter {1936} with a massive stone fireplace and a log pavilion or community house 
large enough to shelter several hundred persons. Both structures fell within the so-called 
órusticô style of recreational architecture.ò  
 
In total seventeen CCC work camps were established in the White Mountains, including 
one in 1935 on Route 16 just 1.2 miles south of the Dolly Copp Picnic Ground. The location 
was south of the 1834 Site #2 building being used since the mid-teens as the Peabody 
River Ranger Station, and located across the Martins Location township line, in Greens 
Grant.  

 
At left CCC Camp Peabody on 1937 US Geological Survey Map; 

Camp Peabody in operation; volunteers at Joe Dodge Center here today 

 
As CCC Camp Peabody was established on land with a significant slope, it had no previous use as a pioneer 
farm site. The location remains active today as the Appalachian Mountain Clubôs Camp Dodge Volunteer Center, 
so named to honor Joe Dodge of AMC Pinkham Notch fame. 

 
A Forest Service record of about 1940 summarizes CCC contributions to Dolly Copp in the 
thirties: ñA few minor improvements were in place around 1925 and others followed slowly 



28 

 
until 1933. The development of the area in its present form began with the advent of the 
CCC program and was completed in the next three or four years.ò 
 
The initial improvements at Dolly Copp were made by labor based at CCC Camp Kilkenny 
in Berlin that opened in 1933. Kilkenney labor built the Administration Building in 1934. 
Labor from the newer 1935 and direcly proximate CCC Camp Peabody completed the 
remaining work at Dolly Copp.   
 
According to the First CCC District 1937 Annual Report ñthe work projects of Peabody Camp {known as the 
1126th Company} are practically all recreational developments within the White Mountain National Forest. 
Considerable landscaping has been completed in the Administration Area of Dolly Copp. This includes the 
erection of suitable guard rails and the moving of about fifty large trees required to enhance the beauty of the 
grounds and the attractiveness of the building.  
 

 
1126th Company at 1936 Gorham Centennial  ï courtesy of Gorham Historical Society 

 
Several roads for the use of the summer campers have been constructed opening the most desirable camping 
areas. In connection with the roads, parking areas and spurs have been constructed and camp sites 
developedé. Other work projects completed to date by this camp are the Log Picnic Shelter 30 feet by 60 feet 
constructed with flagstone floor and fireplace, 20 single unit toilets plus 100 picnic tables, 50 fire place grates 
plus water outlets and extensive landscaping.ò 
 
And this nearby emergency: ñOn March 13, 1936, the entire Camp was called out to open the Glen Road below 
the camp, which had become flooded over during the night. A snow-slide off the mountain had completely 
blocked the Glen Road near the AMC huts, and through the hard labor of the enrollees it was finally made 
passable.ò 

 

A Dolly Copp camperôs letter to the USFS in 1936 grumbles about the CCC expansion then 
underway: ñMy personal opinion is that the more grass that is removed from the ground, the 
more dust that the camper has to contend with. This is another reason why some of us think 
that the spurs should not have been made.ò 
 

 
Early Big Meadow from the Bob Rich Collection;  

right Cummings Family tunes up auto under the Imp  
 

In 1934 University of New Hampshire forestry experts advised the Forest Service: ñThey 
agreed that some kind of blocking system is necessary both for better utilization of the 
grounds and so that the location of each camper may be known and designated for the 
benefit of visitors. The advantages suggested for a blocking arrangement of camp sites are 
the possibility of reserving a particular site or group of sites by communication, the ability of 
the camp superintendent to assign small blocks to a group of campers who wish to live near 
each other. 
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And to segregate those who intend to stay all season (mostly mill workers from Berlin and 
Gorham) from the transients who object to the noise of cars starting early in the morning 
and returning late at night and from the annoyance of numerous weekend visitors.ò The 
1934 experts also ñsuggested a permanent fireplace, ice box and table for each camp site 
and criticized the present tables for their excessive weight and low seats.ò  

 

Of note from a 1936 USFS memo: ñIn some areas grates have been furnished for campfires 
while at others campers are allowed the use of roughly made fireplaces which they 
themselves construct.ò  
 

Both CCC Camp Kilkenny and CCC Camp Peabody had brief tenures, closing in 1937. The 
Moose Brook CCC Camp in Gorham stayed open until 1939. Then during World War Two 
Camp Peabody briefly reopened as a conscientious objectorsô work camp, providing 
additional low cost labor of use to the USFS.  

 
View north at CCC workers aside new barriers for Copp South Field, 

entrance to End Loop on left, George Brackettôs landmark ñOld Treeò still there in 2021 
ï at right Play Field just created ï barrier signals no more driving on to this field to camp! 

 

An undated Forest Service memo near 1939 on the decade of upgrading just completed: 
ñRoad system of 1.9 miles, Administration and Recreation Building, 1 swimming pool, 1 
water system with chlorinator, 250 camp sites with tables and fireplaces...  
 
Picnic Ground: 1 large picnic shelter with stone fireplace and tables, 2 parking areas, spring 
development, 1 stone fireplace, 22 picnic units with tables and fireplaces. Corners at the 
junction of one of the camp roads with the Pinkham B Road {aka main campground road} 
were highlighted and graded for safety.... Seventy feet of new wooden guard rails were 
installed.ò  
 
Betterments noted as still needed: ñHighlighting or otherwise safeguarding other corners at 
junctions of camp roads with the Pinkham B Road; plantations and creation of additional 
barriers to protect areas; filling in gullies to prevent mud holes; restoring fire grates and 
building additional horse shoe courts which were in heavy demand this year.ò 
 

1-3B. COMMENTS ON THE TIMES 
Former Campground host John Hamlin of Maryland had grown up in Gorham, graduating 
with the Gorham High School Class of 1939. Working as a host in Dolly Copp in 1999 he 
recalled that in the late thirties ñno fees were charged. You camped wherever you wanted 
and campsites were crowded against each other. Sections had not yet been named. The 
area was óa lot of fields.ôò  
 
Early camper George Brackett relates that the typical method for early camp site 
refrigeration was to buy ice in Gorham and place it in a wooden crate placed in a hole dug 
at the camp site. Covered with canvas, food would then be preserved in a primitive but 
effective cooler.  
 
Forest Service correspondence indicates that informal shoulder pullover parking areas, 
each large enough to serve a few nearby sites, were initially the CCC built norm. It was only 
after many years that most campsites received their own on-site, or very near-site, 
designated parking.  
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Remembered from the thirties, Ranger Benedict as supervisor was a ñone-man showò who 
ran Dolly Copp with a firm hand. He managed everything himself without assistants. George 
Brackett says that it was the custom for rangers then to wear high leather boots and a .38 
revolver, as did Benedict.  
 
His tenure included at least the years 1916-1936. His replacement Ranger Smith ñSmittyò 
was also long remembered. Such as by a woman well into her nineties visiting the obscure 
Site #4 water supply source Bob Cook and I ran into there in October of 2015. 

 
In-ground refrigeration in 1929; 
vehicle in tall grass in 1931 

 
Also according to George 
Brackett in early yearsô grass 
on the camping fields was 
not regularly cut: ñYou might 
arrive to find grease on the 
tall grass, deposited by the 

suspension of the automobile of the previous occupant.ò  
 

How did campers place their tents in proximity without friction when space was short, as 
they did not have the definitive site boundaries of today as a guide?  George recalls: ñThe 
top authority at that time, Ranger Benedict, ran the place with an iron hand, to the extent 
that the finality of his rulings prevented most problems and complaints.ò 
 

Back in the thirties E. Libby & Son still ran a general store in Gorham 
near Route 16. A colorful piece of local history, it operated from the 
1850s until 1948. Many Dolly Copp campers would trade there and be 
given free ice as a courtesy. Gorham resident and CCC member Bob 
Ross (photo) recalls that some campers were allowed to leave their 
heavier camping gear in storage at this store at no charge for the winter. 
 
D. B. Wight on year 1936: ñGorham merchants were now greatly 
benefited by the Dolly Copp Camp Ground during the summer months. 
Over 7,000 campers stayed there during the year and most all of them 
came to Gorham to do their shopping.ò Significant contributions by 
campers to the area economy continue today.  
 
John Hamlin on the later thirties: ñThe swimming pool was a popular attraction. The campers 
of the period were ordinary people, not well off; this was an inexpensive vacation. The 
pattern was already established whereby many fathers worked in Greater Boston during 
the week while the mother and children spent multiple weeks here.ò Statistics in a USFS 
memo of 8/18/1937 document Campground usage that date; 279 tents with 828 tent 
campers therein, in addition 22 trailers with 71 trailer campers, total 899 campers.  
 
In 1938 the New Hampshire State Planning and Development Commission released a 
booklet extolling the Stateôs major public recreation areas. On Dolly Copp Campground: 
ñLocated on the old Copp farm beside the Peabody River 6 miles south of Gorham on Route 
16, this forest camp and picnic area has the highest public demand of any forest 
campground in the Easté  
 
Forty thousand people registered here during the summer of 1937. An excellent system of 
gravel roads makes the camping spots readily accessible. Dolly Copp Spring, on the picnic 
side of the river, not only supplies good, cold drinking water but also carries a long, historical 
background.ò 
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The U. S. Forest Service had its own tourist literature in 1938, including a 

fold out map of the entire Forest - of the eight photos included, two were scenes at 
ñDolly Copp Forest Campò - for a period in the 1930s. names of all Forest campgrounds 

were revised to ñForest Campò; note early Appalachian Trail was still routed across Pine Mountain * 
 
* The relocation to todayôs trail routing was envisioned by travel author William Teg writing in 1950: ñBetween 
Mt. Washington and Gorham, N.H. two alternate routes of the Appalachian Trail are available; one via Mt. 
Jefferson (Gulfside Trail), Samuel Adams, Mt. Madison, (Pine Link): the other via Tuckerman Ravine {later 
revised to avoid Tuckermanôs}, Pinkham Notch Camp, (Wildcat Ridge Trail) Wildcat Mountain, Carter Notch, 
Carter Dome, etc. This latter route offers a greater variety of spectacular outlooks than the other route.ò    
 

From the 1936 Campground rules: ñNo advance reservations for particular locations will be 
made.ò Hat policy has changed since then, a reservation system introduced for most of the 
Campground in 1988. The 1940 USFS report Forest Outings provides end of decade 
perspective on Forest Service sponsored camping. As Robert S. Monahan was a 
contributing author, he is assumed to be responsible for this reference to Dolly Copp: ñOn 
the 161 national forests there are now some 53,000 free outdoor recreational sets, not 
nearly enough to supply the thronging demand. The 17 national forest camps in New 
Hampshire offer 2,000 sets between them; and of this number Dolly Copp Forest Camp, 
alone, has 1,000. 
 

Dolly Copp, at the height of its season, 
is probably the least peaceful national 
forest camp in the whole country, yet 
people keep flocking there and liking it 
more and more. The camp population 
from June to September runs around 
74,000 for the season.  

 
The problem of its administration is fairly comparable with that of the administration of a 
boom town, and when the more or less resident throng is swelled by holiday transients, 
squirming for a swim or a dayôs outing, the scene and situation are not entirely idyllic. Last 
yearôs 1938 Labor Day crowd at Dolly Copp totaled 2,600 ï a peak. óIt was like Coney Island 
without the chute the chutes,ô says the resident forest guard.ò 
 
From the 1940 Instructions for the Operation of Dolly Copp Forest Camp: ñParking Areas- 
Replace barriers and install new ones where necessary, such barriers to consist of boulders 
buried to make difficult to remove, or plantations, rather than logs.ò  
 
We see from this that the wooden guard rails so abundant in thirties photos were to be 
replaced with large boulders, many of which remain. The result of so much upgrading in the 
thirties was that by 1940, Dolly Copp Campground had attained the basic layout we see 
today.  

 

1-3C. CAMPERS ASSOCIATION 
A 1980 unsigned memo preserved in the Androscoggin USFS file paces the origin of the 
Dolly Copp Campers Association in 1933: ñThe óesprit de corpsô generated by the 
reclamation of the Copp home site and the latrine petition to move an outhouse away from 
the home site encouraged the campers to formally organize. Spearheaded by a group of 
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long time campers from the Boston area, the óDolly Copp Campers Associationô elected 
officers and began to hold regular meetings.ò   
 

At left standing front center 
Cheri Stephanian as teen 
with CCCs, still a camper at 
DC in 2010 ï Campers 
Association memberôs car 
window sticker courtesy of 
Bob Craig  

 
George Brackett makes 
a distinction between two 
phases of Association 

history: ñThe first limited itself to organizing a 
collection for the homestead restoration, 
completed in 1933. This was a different leadership 

with a limited purpose, in contrast to the broader goals of the second and longer lasting 
group that emerged a few years later and continued until 1958.ò  
 
From the 1980 memo: ñThe new association became more influential and better organized 
as the years went by. They wanted more campsites added to the campground each yearé 
By the late thirties many of the core group had been coming to the camp for ten or more 
years and occupying the same campsites all summer each summer.ò  
 
A subset of the organization is noted in a 1936 letter from a camper in Massachusetts: ñIn 
New Bedford, we have a group of Dolly Copp Campers that meet once a year. To belong, 
the party must have camped at Dolly Copp for five years.ò  
 
A reference in Forest Service correspondence of 1939: ñThe Dolly Copp Campers Social 
and Recreational Association.... has been of considerable assistance in promoting functions 
and supplying facilities for the added enjoyment of campers. The Association purchased a 
piano to be used in the Administration Building, and conducted dances and other social 
entertainments in 1937.ò  
 

After World War Two the Campers Association was held in high enough regard that Forest 
Service officials attended its annual winter meetings. The 1947 session was held at the 
Statler Hilton Hotel in Boston. According to the 1997 USFS History: 
 
ñSince the Forest Service was hard up for funds, they began to accept the campersô offers 
to do various jobs in the Campground. Campers operated the information center, the lodge, 
and had movies, dances, religious services, and even a library. They were sort of a closed 
operation; if you werenôt from this Massachusetts group, you might kind of belong, but not 
really.ò  
 
Campers Association correspondence in 1954 cites activities: ñWe put on a dance for the campers every 
Tuesday and Saturday night at the Recreation Hall. Last night it was really crowded.ò After the demise of the 
Association in 1958 the USFS maintained the Saturday night dances until 1968, open to the general public.  
 
Yours truly was at the last dance of that 1968 season. A few years earlier, high school seniors, we rode up from 
Reading, Massachusetts on Route 125 and then Route 16 just to attend the Dolly Copp Saturday evening dance, 
returning by midnight, my unsuspecting parents none the wiser; teen brain at work. 
 
According to Bernice Brackett ñwe were members of the Association. The children had a great time-- the 
Mexican Hat Dance, the Bunny Hop, and the ever popular Hokey Pokey. We all had membership numbers and 
they had drawings for gifts. They had an annual field day. All kinds of races and games, topped off by the 
crowning of Miss Dolly Copp.ò  
 
From a 1957 Association newsletter: ñThe past season at Dolly Copp proved to be the greatest yet. From all 
available records the number of campers exceeded all previous years, and membership in the Dolly Copp 
Campers Association soared to a new high of 616.  
 
Campsites, unused for years were reclaimed. The recreation hall floor was washed and oiled, pits were filled, 
and a new organizational area clearedé. Also under consideration by your Board of Directors are ways and 
means of improving the enjoyment of Field Day evening.ò  
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With interstate and other highway improvements reducing travel time to the White 
Mountains, and with the parents of the baby boom generation camping in ever greater 
numbers, demand for sites at Dolly Copp increased yet again. As a result, a 14-day visitation 
limit introduced in 1958 was the USFS response, continuing to this day.  

 
That action broke the back of an association built around the interests of entire summer 
season occupancy of a site. Perhaps it is no coincidence that 1958 also marked the return 
of management to USFS from the AMC, the crowding problem having developed during the 
fifties but the scope of AMC maintenance not including consideration of such a policy 
change.  
 
From the USFS press release statement on the new time limit: ñThe free Dolly Copp 
Campground in the Pinkham Notch section of the White Mountain National Forest should 
be available to all who wish to make use of it for camping purposes, and its choice sites not 
monopolized for extended periods by the same parties, it was made clear yesterday at 
Forest Headquarters here.ò  
 
The view of former USFS Campground manager Belvin Barnes: ñSome campers had been 
marking choice sites with personal possessions in the late spring, clear notice that those 
sites were to be their exclusively over the entire summer season. A few would even go so 
far as to take this step in the preceding fall, leaving some personal property on their site 
under the snow for the entire winter.ò  
 
Comment on the demise of the Association from the 1980 unsigned memo: ñAn easy 
answer would be that it was the 14-day limit, but the problems go much deeper than that. 
The relationship between the Forest Service and the Association had deteriorated before 
the final straw.... The Forest Service had relied on the volunteers so heavily that the 
Association felt they were in control.ò  
 
Continuing, ñthe Association considered their campsites their summer homes. They had 
paid for these homes with 20 years of stewardship. Part of the problem was the changing 
times and a group of people that were desperately trying to maintain a lifestyle they had 
developed over a period of 20 to 30 years.ò  
 
Campers Association leading member Emma Cummings, living from 1898 to 1984, saw the 
early days and spent most summers at Dolly Copp. She was a tireless worker, volunteering 
to manage many group activities.  

 
The Cummings camping tradition continues - as of 2020 

left to right June Deblois, Diana Chamberlin, Emmaôs daughter 
Margery Cummings Towne, Marge Kennard and Carolyn Cummings Kennard 
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When Emma was forced to interrupt her summers by the two-week limit in 1958 she 
remained in the area at a different campground until she could return. A few years later she 
bought a small piece of land in Conway, where she could set up camp for an interim before 
returning for another two weeks in Dolly Copp. 
 

1-3D. HOME SITE MEMORIAL 
The emotional heart of the Campground today, the Copp homestead was never so 
overgrown or forgotten as to obscure its status as a landmark. It was included on the 1915 
USFS Sketch Map; a 1919 reference to old turnpikes in New England records the Coppôs 
abandoned cellar hole that year.  
 

Expert Sarah Jordan of the USFS: ñIt is not clear if the ell was an earlier small house that 
was converted to the kitchen when the larger main house was built, or if the large house 
was built first and the kitchen ell added on to accommodate a new stove and connect the 
house and barn.ò 

 

View south at Copp home near 1910 and same perspective today 

 
Then a Forest Service memo of 1927 makes reference to ñthe old Dolly Copp place.ò A 
1933 news report by R. S. Monahan states that ñthe Homestead was left to the ravages of 
time, which reduced it to a dilapidated cellar hole.ò The origins of the Memorial are recorded 
in a 1980 unsigned memo in the USFS file:  
 
ñIn 1932 one of the female campers from Massachusetts became upset by the fact that the 
site of the Copp farmstead was receiving no care or recognition. In addition, the Forest 
Service had erected latrines in close proximity to the site. She wrote to the Forest Supervisor 
concerning the matter and suggested a meeting of interested campers to try and raise 
money for protecting the site and volunteer labor for stabilizing the cellar hole and 
landscaping the area.ò 
 

According to a 9/7/1933 Berlin Reporter article ñthe project of reclaiming the Copp home 
site was started by a number of the campers who come annually to this famous camp 
ground and who have grown to love its natural beauty and appreciate the facilities it 
provides for an ideal vacation in the mountains.  
 

One of the first men to start work in rebuilding the cellar walls and cleaning debris from the site was 
Mr. James A. Howes of Eastondale, Mass. Later the Association was formed to plan the work and 
assist in grading the lawn, building the rustic fence, planting the pine trees and procuring and placing 
the boulder.ò 
 
Additional perspective is provided by excerpts from an unattributed news article in 1932: ñA crew of 
men with a leader excavated the old wall and solicitors raised enough money to rebuild the original 
wall, using the same stone and laying it in the same locationé. The work is almost completed. The 
wall is standing in its old glory.  
 
Four corner stones have been placed and chains will be used to mark off the old homestead site. 
The government has filled and leveled off the remainder of the plot and a boulder from the ground 
will be hauled in and placed within. A noted sculptor has offered to make a model of the old 
homestead and this statue will be cast and placed on the boulder.ò 



35 

 
 

 
View northeast at 8/30/1933 Dedication of Copp Memorial 

 

An archive in the Smithsonian Museum states that "Funds for the memorial were raised by campers 
at the Dolly Copp Campground, assisted by members of the Gorham Women's Club.ò Reported in 
the Gorham newspaper of 8/8/1933, the names of participants will be of interest to their descendants:  
 
Arlen Richardson President of the Gorham Womanôs Club, President of the Gorham Rotary Club 
John Audley, Mary Stevens, C. A. Walker, Mable Wight, Agusta Ryan, Mabel Hamlin, Lilla Barnett, 
Isabelle Edwards, Helen Philbrook, Geraldine Audley and Hazel Laffin. 
 

From a news account of 8/8/1933: ñThe old foundation has been preserved and that part of 
the cellar wall that had fallen in was rebuilt by Ed Savoy and a crew of men. The house site 
has been marked by four cornerstones taken from the cellar and the old flagstone which 
was placed at the entrance to the Copp homestead placed as nearly in the original place 
as possible. Over this flagstone trod the feet of New Hampshire pioneers.ò  
 

The bronze plaque has been registered with the 
Smithsonian Institution * as a significant example of 
American outdoor art. 
 
* ñThe information provided about this artwork was compiled as 
part of the Smithsonian American Art Museum's Inventories of 
American Painting and Sculpture database. Bronze plaque 
bearing a bas-relief medallion depicting the homestead of Hayes 
and Dolly Copp. The plaque is mounted to the front of a natural-
form boulder, possibly granite. Date installed 1932-1933, 
dedicated Aug. 30, 1933, sculptor Albert Oertel, foundry T. F. 
McGann & Sons Company, control number IAS NH000446.ò 

 
From the Berlin Reporter: ñThere were several 
hundred people, campers, summer tourists and 
townspeople, gathered by the site of the old Copp 
homestead. An invocation by a minister opened the 
ceremony. There was singing accompanied by an 
organ brought in for the occasion. 

 
The speaker of the afternoon was the Reverend Henry. M. Ogilby {Brookline, Mass. Church 
of Our Saviour Episcopal, then in Manchester, NH; a Harvard graduate}, who told events of  
Dolly's and Hayesô lives. In the course of his remarks he introduced four of those present 
who had known Dolly and Hayes personally; Laban Watson of Randolph, A.G. Philbrook of 
Shelburne, C. C. Libby of Gorham and Mrs. John McLellen of Berlin, all of whom received 
a hearty hand.ò 
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The possibility that the 1933 memorial was largely an ñover-reactionò to the then 
unrecognized embellishment of the Copp legend by George Cross in 1927 is well 
dampened by the testimonial presence of well-regarded old timers such as Laban Watson. 
ñThe monument was unveiled by Glen Franklin Benedict, the three-year-old son of Forest 
Guard and Mrs. Earl F. Benedicté. ñThe tablet was designed by Albert Oertel, Boston 
Sculptor, an annual visitor to Dolly Copp for the past 14 yearsé. The monument is a large 
boulder from the outlying forest.ò  

 

Into the nineteen nineties, at the head of these two parking spaces was a quaint notice 
board displaying camp rules pleasingly set into natural wood. Correspondence of 1954 from 
the Secretary of the Campers Association to the Forest Supervisor reveals that campers 
communicated with each other by the billboard here:  

 
ñShe had a camp site near the Dolly Copp Memorial facing the Imp. Well, 
this year before camp opened, knowing that I was to have charge of the 
bulletin board located on the Memorial site, I asked if I could have this 
location.ò Today, Facebook serves the need for some Dolly Copp camper 
communication. 
 

Casey Hodgson (photo) recalls that in the early sixties some remnants 
of the home site ruins were smoothed over. ñThe ruins had more color and romance before 
they were spruced up in the sixtiesò, he said.  
 
A 1927 USFS photo shows Dolly's Butternut Tree here. 
Historian George Cross also wrote of it standing on the north 
side of the homesite in 1927. From a Dolly Copp Campers 
Association newsletter in 1932: "During a terrific wind and 
rainstorm some years ago the original butternut tree was blown 
down, but thru an act of God it again sprouted and is now in a 
healthy growing condition." 
 
Updated, durable informational displays were added to the 
Memorial site in May of 2008, replacing aging wooded displays. USFS staff member and 
longtime Campground advocate and history contributor Marianne Leberman symbolically 
tightened the first installation bolt, a well-deserved honor (Marianne had previously served 
as a USFS Snow Ranger in Tuckerman and Huntington Ravines). 
 
The USFS staff was aware of some the post-George Cross reality by 2008 when it included 
the following on the new Copp home site information panels: ñAn imaginative 1927 story 
romanticized the tale of eccentric characters struggling to settle óthe forest primevalô about 
one hundred years earlier. When George Cross wrote his book in 1927 it was not unusual 
to embellish and dramatize sparse facts. The tale entertained us for years.  

 
At left Memorial Info Panels, photos courtesy of John Compton of  

Bethlehem, NH; at right Marianne Leberman at Centennial Spiral Dedication 

 
The facts tell another story. Records reveal that rather than settling in the legendôs 
óisolated forest primevalô, the Copps were one of at least six families settled in Martins 
Location along the Pinkham Roadò (that Hayes was part of the Pinkham Family settlement 
pattern was not yet known). 
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From my point of view and that of others I have talked to, the 2008 assessment is overly 
deflating, concluding as it does ñthe facts tell another story.ò When the informational displays 
are next updated a more positive tone could reinvigorate the validity of Copp folklore. Some 
positive facts have surfaced that amply validate the more traditional, admiring views. For 
example: 
 
--- Hayes and Dolly are the poster children for New Englandôs history of multiple generations 
migrating to a moving northern frontier. Their migration routes are documented in their 
newly available biographies herein. 
 
--- The kinship ties between the six early Peabody Valley settlers are now known, not so in 
2008. These were Daniel Pinkham next door 1830-1836, and his pioneering daughters and 
relative Hayes Copp. The surrounding, closely linked Pinkhams become a critical adjunct 
to the Dolly Copp story. 
 
--- Until recently we knew generally that Dolly showed the Imp to tourists, but there were no 
detailed descriptions. These have surfaced:  
 
From A Day in the Pinkham Notch in the 1852 Boston Literary Journal, describing the Imp: ñYou will find this 
Old Man, however, not half so great a curiosity as the old woman who shows him. She has lived in the house 
which stands at the best point of view to see him for a quarter of a centuryé. She will tell you that she has never 
seen the Franconia Old Man, but she thinks that he must be great if he can beat this Old Man. We wish we 
could agree with her.ò  
 
An 1853 Portland newspaper: ñThe good dame of the farm house is sociable, and never tires of talking of the 
old man, away up there on the mountain top. As he is her nearest and most steadfast neighbor, she has a great 
esteem for him. She will be delighted to see you, and will furnish you a cup of excellent milk, telling you as she 
puts the bit of silver which you offer her into her pocket, that she ónever taxes anything for a cup of milk.ô  
 
She is a contented, genial, old lady, living there with her family, shut out from the great world, and we know you 
will be delighted to make her acquaintance.ò A further remark from this 1853 reference I find the most colorful: 
ñIt is worth a trip to the White Mountains to walk once through that green bowered road that leads you to the 
Imp and a glass of that milk.ò 

 
--- Praise for industrious Hayes in 1861 by great orator and Senate Chaplain Edward Everett 
Hale: While visiting upper class England, Hale proclaims ñhere, at the top of civilization, was 
the same luxury in which a year before, I found Hayes Copp living under the shade of Mount 
Madison. He had made his own farm with his own hands, and was dependent annually 
upon civilization only for nails (always nails, you observe), needles, salt and fish-hooks. For 
pins, it was observed that his wife had always had two, and always knew where they were.ò 

 
--- Dollyôs 3500-word 1861 story told to great nineteenth century author Louisa May Alcott 
has some colorful words of advice: ñDon't expect too much of human critters, child, and 
bein' as you're one o' the outspoken sort you'd better hang onto them two sayins' ï óEvery 
path has its puddle' and 'it's better the feet slip than the tongue.ò 

 
1-3E. SWIMMING POOL 
A swimming pool, recharged by flow diverted from nearby Culhane Brook, was maintained 
for campers between 1933 and 1958. The pool was on the northeast elbow of Hayes Field 
Drive, known as Swimming Pool Drive back then. Constructed by a detail from the CCC 
Kilkenny Camp in Berlin, the Pool was about 100 feet across and 200 feet long. A raised 
lifeguard observation post was on the north side.  
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The Pool was primarily used by children. Camper Stuart Smith remembers campers at the 
edge of the watercourse leading down to the Pool placed food in containers and submerged 
them in the water.  
 

The siting of the pool created an unanticipated parking problem, revealed in the rules of 
1936: ñParking of automobiles along the Pinkham B Road or along the camp drives by users 
of the swimming pool is prohibited.ò  The low roadside log barriers near the Pool and along 
adjacent Swimming Pool Drive were likely placed there to help enforce this rule. From the 
1940 rules: ñNon-campers may use the swimming pool provided that they park their cars in 
the picnicking area parking spacesò ï quite a walk. 

 
View west near log-fenced swimming pool 

 

Hints of the poolôs demise appear in 1946 Forest Service correspondence: ñThere was a 
possibility that our swimming pool did not conform to State Board of Health regulations.ò 
But its use continued, for a time, as evidenced by a February 1947 memo; ñThe Forest 
Service will take steps this spring to bulldoze the south side of the swimming pool, making 
a shallower and less dangerous approach on that side.ò  
 
Casey Hodgdon recalls that in the early fifties there were no lifeguards at the pool. Long 
time camper Elsie Ashworth comments: ñThe swimming pool was very popular for quite a 
few years until the perimeter seemed to close in from growth. The camping association 
deemed it to be unsafe after a couple of incidents of children getting caught in the under 
growth.ò   
 

At left long time camper Charlie 
Kotsiroplos with family in 2015, at 
totem pole with sisters; at 
swimming pool in 1958 

 
Facility manager Belvin 
Barnes cites lack of life 

guard staff as a key reason for closure a few years later. After 1958 it was not filled and 
went unused. Then in 1960, it was filled in with earth to insure permanent closure. While 
the pool site is now grown over with brush, not far into the woods a dam remnant remains.  
 
1-3F. ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
We treasure todayôs rustic 1934 Visitor Center, originally known as the Administration 
Building, as a hallowed Campground feature. But some campers in the early thirties did not 
want a building of any kind plucked down amidst the bucolic old farm field setting.  
 
Just attend the meetings of your municipal zoning commission: neighbors often express 
fierce opposition to anything new. A 1932 news report: ñA community hall has been 
suggested but a keen protest is being put up by the association representing campers.ò 
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From the campersô perspective the need for such a building had ranked very low on the 
1931 opinion survey described earlier ï for many in the thirties Dolly Copp was for ñroughing 
itò, early Forest Service style.  
 

Administration Building almost complete - from a period post card 

 
In spite of the grumbling, this now venerated meeting hall was built in 1934 by CCC workers 
on what had been popular camp site area. Up until that time staff administration was located 
in the now one-hundred-year-old {built 1834} ñSamuel Copp - Bellows House ï Glen 
Cottage - Libby Logging -  Ranger Stationò building out on Route 16 south of the bridge. 
 

The Administration Building was placed at the entrance to the Campground as its entrance 
was configured in 1934, finding itself at the extreme back end after the Campground entry 
was relocated about a mile north in 1950. This is not a bad thing for campers ï the buildingôs 
environs today are more pedestrian friendly.  

 
View south from knoll across early Birch Lane at 

pre-1940 camping on what will become the 1940 Play Field 

 
The 1934 orientation of the building on a southeast to northwest alignment mirrors the 
historic Pinkham Road right of way along which it originally fronted. The old road along the 
west side of the building was relocated westerly by 1939, adding lawn and greenery to the 
setting, the 1940 campground map reflecting the just-completed relocation. 

 
The stone walkways to the building are early features, recorded on the 1940 campground 
map. Today the east walkway appears to lead to the edge of the woods, but in 1940 it 
continued to outhouses serving the building, their flat foundation stones visible in the woods 
today. The structure was lit with gas lanterns before electricity arrived in the mid-sixties.  
 
A USFS informational display accompanied 1998 renovations to the Visitor Center: ñThis 
monumental building is an excellent example of CCC era log construction. It was 
constructed without the use of power tools by novice crews of the CCC. It exists as one of 
the largest intact historic structures in the eastern national forests. 
 

 
Saturday evening program at the Visitor Center - At left in jeans are 

Danielle Rugg and to her right sister Michelle; preserved totem pole at center 
 

The CCC's were the first inhabitants of the building, using it primarily for administrative 
headquarters. As the CCC program was phased out the building became the administrative 
center and workshop for the Forest Service in the upkeep of Dolly Copp Campground.  
 
It had fully enclosed rooms at both ends and the center was an open pavilion. The north 
room was used for administrative purposes and the south room consisted of a kitchen and 
a bunk room. In the mid-sixties the center portion was enclosed, doors were added and the 
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windows closed in, done primarily to provide more space and security for interpretive 
displays. Around 1964 the kitchen area was renovated into storage and office space.ò 
 
Also in this section of the Campground, just to the north at the edge of the Play Field is an 
unused capped well. According to Brad Ray it never produced much water and so was 
abandoned as a supply source.  
 

1-3G. PICNIC SHELTER 
Todayôs rustic Picnic Shelter was completed in 1936. A petition that year by 200 campers 
expressed concern that their habits might be disrupted: ñWe the undersigned Campers at 
Dolly Copp Camp, having heard that there is a possibility of a ruling that all religious services 
shall be held in the picnic shelter outside the camp ground on completion of said shelter, 
do hereby request that all meetings of a social or religious nature be allowed to continue in 
the Administration Building as heretofore.ò 

 
Praise from a 1989 USFS archaeological assessment of the Visitor Center and the Picnic 
Shelter: ñThe CCC built structures on both sides of the river are the finest examples of that 
era of craftsmanship we have on the forest.ò But by the early nineties, the Shelter had fallen 
into disrepair, and in 1993 was officially closed and to be razed.  
 
Belvin Barnes was then a leader of a grassroots movement calling for its restoration rather 
than demolition. He found in his attic the original architectural plans dated 7/22/1935. Those 
documents, his and otherôs advocacy, including strong support from the Town of Gorham, 
induced the Forest Service to restorative action in 1996.  
 

This specialized work was completed by volunteers of the National Timber Framers Guild, 
ña non-profit educational membership association dedicated to the craft of timber framing.ò 
Guild members camped in End Loop during the restoration, the USFS providing a temporary 
pedestrian bridge across the Peabody for them.  
 
During the 1996 restoration, each dismantled timber was 
catalogued and numbered. Wood in good condition was 
reused, rotten pieces were replaced with replicas, and some 
wood from trees planted by the 1936 CCC crew was added. 
The group took pride in its thirties era construction 
techniques.  
 
Belvin Barnes recalls that the drinking fountain just south of the Shelter was also built in 
1936, the same year as the building, a pipe from the old Copp Spring its original supply 
source. Note also that the Pavilion is available for rent for family gatherings, wedding 
receptions or other group events. 
 
1-3H. COMMUNAL FIRE AND WOOD 
Eleanor Eells in her history of camping documents group campfire facilities at many early 
camping areas. The east side Copp Spring Campground had its ñGreat Fireplaceò by 1919. 
Todayôs west side campground has such a communal fire place inside the 1934 Visitor 
Center. A second open air pit version was built by the CCC outside and north of the building, 
since relocated southeast.  
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From a 1937 USFS memo: ñI am of the opinion that the open air 
Council Ring would afford an excellent opportunity for informal 
talks on the aims and activities of the Forest Service. The 
campers gather at the Council Ring on pleasant evenings and 
the atmosphere of the open fire and community singing tends to 
make the group unusually receptive.ò Another memo from 1937: 
ñAt the Council Ring, there were 27 campers enjoying the fire as 
they sang popular songs. The Council Ring will seat about sixty 
campers without overcrowding.ò  
 
Life long camper and now knowledgeable campground host Bob Cook says there was then 
no communal campfire for many years, that in the early seventies a new communal campfire 
was built southeast of the Visitor Center, still in use today. Obtaining wood for their camp 
fire is a ritual for the camper. To assist, by 1940 the USFS had placed seven fuelwood yards 
around Dolly Copp. From the 1940 administrative guidelines:  
 

ñProvide four-foot split wood in central yards designated by the District Ranger with saw 
horses and chopping blocks. Each year they shall be stocked to capacity at the beginning 
of the season.ò  Bob Brown recalls that for decades after, the resulting enriched soil at these 
locations was a good source of worms as bait for Peabody fishing.  
 

As a youthful CCC worker in Dolly Copp Bob Ross of Gorham remembers: ñWe delivered 
wood from the wood yards to camp sites and kept the Campground clean.ò George Brackett 
recalls the fuel wood yard near Midway Lane offering large slabs of wood: ñThese were 
brought back to your site to chop up for campfire use. There was no fence or fee and you 
were welcome to take all you wanted.ò 
 
The 1940 yards were at the south end of End Loop, between Imp View Lane and Midway 
Lane, at the center of High Woods, at the top of Brook Loop, in the Gravel Pit, and two fuel 
wood yards in the Picnic Ground to serve the north and south sides of the Picnic Shelter. 
On the 1951 Campground brochure the seven fuelwood yards of 1940 had been reduced 
to three. Those remaining were in End Loop, Midway Lane and Brook Loop.  
 

Caption reads ñJuly 1939 around campfire at 
Dolly Copp campsite on a very, very cold nightò 

 
The 1951 brochure states: ñWood at random lengths is 
provided at a central wood yard. Campers must cut their 
wood in the wood yard, using their own tools for the 
purpose. It is not to be worked up at the camp site. Persons 
not desiring to work up wood in the central wood yard may 
buy fitted wood, which is for sale at the gate house.ò  At 
least one wood yard was still operating until 1957.  
 

Then for quite a few seasons fuel wood was available for sale at each camp site by a roving 
vendor franchised by the Forest Service ï very convenient. That pleasant amenity was 
dropped after 1996, replaced by sales at the Gate House, Gorham and elsewhere. 
 

 
 

 
 

2. CAMPGROUND FROM 1940 
 

ñPost-war camping was rapidly accepted by the general public as the thing for 
a youngster to do during the summer. It was almost as universally accepted as 

Sunday School, creating a market that seemed to justify almost unlimited expansion.ò 
 

- Camping author Eleanor Eells 1986 
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Excerpt from 1941 Esso Gas Map (early name for Exxon) 

 

2-1. WORLD 

WAR II AND 1940S 
 
2-1A. WARTIME ADJUSTMENTS 
The demands of World War Two worked their way into the relaxed Dolly Copp scene. 
National histories of camping document the difficulty of operating most campgrounds during 
the war years. Reasons were the absence of male staff, gasoline rationing discouraging 
leisure travel, and lack of new equipment displaced by war production.  
 
According to the USFS file 1980 unsigned memo ñWorld War Two effectively stopped 
pleasure driving for 5 or 6 years and the Campground slumbered during those years. The 
Picnic Area was utilized by local citizens but for all practical purposes the Campground was 
closed.ò A Forest Supervisorôs memo from this period states ñwe did virtually nothing except 
have some of the lookouts and fireguards do what they could to keep the place reasonably 
picked up.ò 
 

Dolly Copp Spring 

 
Evidence of closing is in a 
USFS press release: ñWhite 
Mountain National Forest 
Camping and Picnicking 
Areas will not open for the 
usual summer season, 

Supervisor Graham announced today.  
 
This move had been made necessary by the Presidentôs order {12/1/1942} restricting travel 
by all Government vehicles to an absolute minimum in an effort to help relieve the acute 
gasoline shortage in the Eastern states.ò  The ñDolly Copp Recreation Area near Gorham, 
N.H.ò is then listed, along with fifteen other WMNF camping and picnicking facilities.  
 
Yet this draconian move was soon modified. From the June 10, 1942 Lewiston Sun: ñThe 
White Mountain picnicking and camping areas are now opened to the publicé. Campers 
coming to Dolly Copp should expect to find the Administration Building closed and the 
system of registration, used so successfully for several years, abandoned for the duration.  
 

éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 
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The Fitzgerald Family 
remain camping today, 
Barbara Reynolds (photo) in 
2020: ñthat is my family, 
bottom row from left to right 
my mother Muriel, my Aunt 
Theresa, my grandparents 

Mama and Dada Fitzgerald and then my Aunt 
Marie, second row are my Uncles Robbie and 
Johnny ï ñWe will be celebrating ñ100 Years 
and Still Rainingò in 2025!ò   

 

 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 

 

 
This is of especial significance to parties expecting telegrams or telephone calls. Only 
emergency calls or telegrams should be addressed to Dolly Copp campersé. Camp areas 
must be policed by the users. Wood is not available this year on the area, but those wishing 
to cut their own wood may do so outside the limits of the Recreation Areaé The swimming 
pool will be available for use without the benefit of life guard serviceé. Only by complete 
cooperation from the users can it be assured that Dolly Copp Recreation Area will continue 
open for the entire season.ò    
 
2-1B. ACTIVITY TIMELINE 
The Appalachian Mountain Club held its annual ñAugust Campò in Dolly Copp during the 
summer of 1943. According to AMC records ñthe camp took place about one mile north of 
the Peabody River Bridge along the Pinkham B Road.  
 
The area was more populated than most, but it was still quite a bit of fun. In this wartime 
camp, a horse and wagon provided access to roads and trails for the first section campers.ò 
Social bonds are on display in this letter to fellow campers dated October 1, 1943 from 
Robert Gaffney of Medford, Mass:  
 
ñThe campers of Dolly Copp season of 1943 are going to hold an informal reunion in the 
form of a Halloween Party to be held at the Danbury Inn, Danbury, NH. There will be old-
fashioned dancing that night and of course our Dolly Copp songs. 
 

Please do not dress up, as old sport clothes 
are the proper attire for Danbury. Please 
remember that Danbury is only a three-hour 
drive from Bostoné Hereôs hoping you will 
be among those present to make it an 
overflowing Dolly Copp reunion! Your fellow 
camper, Bob Gaffney.ò  
 
Then written on the bottom, writer 
unidentified: ñWe intended to go but were 
afraid we would not have gas enough, so 
gave it up as it was so far. Wish it had been 
near here.ò Sounds like World War Two gas 
rationing.  
   

A Forest Service memo of June 1944 indicates that the Administration Building ñis to be 
kept closed again this year.... Apparently from all indications we are going to have more use 
of Dolly Copp this year than for the past year or so.ò  
 

This message on a Dolly Copp postcard dated August 1945: ñWe pass thru this camping 
ground coming up. You might like to try it sometime. The people seem to have such jolly 
times.ò A Campers Association officer reported in 1946 that ñDolly has gone back to almost 
a wild stage with overgrown foliage during these past years of war.ò 
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 look at national camping trends finds a period of growth in the number of campers after 
World War Two. Reasons included pent up demand for recreation, the advent of the baby 
boom generation, and campingôs increase in popularity as a summer vacation.  

 
Excerpt from 1940 Campground Map 

 
Comment on the immediate post war period by Eleanor Eells in her History of Organized 
Camping: ñCamping was rapidly accepted by the general public as the thing for a youngster 
to do during the summer. It was almost as universally accepted as Sunday School, creating 
a market that seemed to justify almost unlimited expansion.ò   

 
A 1947 USFS memo sees upcoming service limitations: ñMr. Graham stated that he doubted 
if it would be possible to provide the personal supervision at Dolly Copp which we have 
been accustomed to provide in the past, with the exception of the war years.ò  
 
There is evidence of a budget crisis in a 1947 USFS staff memo: ñSince the users of Dolly 
Copp Forest Camp have an organization, would you be in favor of contacting the officers to 
explain the problems confronting us and to determine if they would be willing to employ 
someone to dispose of their garbage and sewage?ò  
 
Concerns of the era are reflected in this 1949 list of suggestions from the Campers 
Association to the Forest Service: ñAlthough the rules specifically state that trailers shall be 
placed in the Swimming Pool Area and the Big Meadow, for the past few seasons they have 
been placed all over the camp ground and in many instances on excellent tenting camp 
sites.... The rule should be enforced 100%. 
 
Enforcement of the unattended tent situation: It is a known fact that many campers believe 
that once they set their tent up early in the season on a very desirable camp site, that they 
can usurp that site for the remainder of the season and leave their tent for a week at a time 
and return only on weekends. Oftentimes they do not return for a month or more. This 
situation is getting to be quite a problem and will continue to worsen if it isn't remedied as it 
is evident that our population will be greater from now on.ò 
 

 
At left praise for Campground; center Red Sox carving by 

long time camper Jay Milliken, at right die hard Campground fans 
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Speaking of the period 1947-49, Betsy Kent of Jackson recalls that on occasion the 
Campground could be overcrowded and loud: ñSome nights there were as many as 1800-
2000 campers, many coming down from Berlin.ò The employee newsletter for the Brown 
Company in Berlin continued during this period, the edition of September 6, 1949 included 
news of employees visiting Dolly Copp: 
 
ñMany Brown Company people have been spending their nice evenings going to Dolly Copp 
camp grounds for their supper. Adam Lavernoichôs óBachelorôs Quartersô at Dolly Copp were 
taken over by some of the girls from the Tabulating Department {names given}. A really 
good time was had. They were real outdoor campers. Other girls who have been spending 
weekends at Dolly Copp are Rita Richards, Adeline Arsenault, Lorraine Maroise and Doris 
Vaillancourt. Some of the girls were pledged to the Bachelorôs Club and others to the 
Chicken Club at Dolly Copp.ò   
 

AMC history reports a great increase in White Mountain recreation immediately following 
World War Two. Nationally, there was a postwar spike in mountain climbing, affecting camp 
site demand here adjacent to the challenging Carter ï Moriah and Presidential Ranges. 
From the July 1952 American Legion Magazine: ñNow at times there are as many as 300 
tents and trailers in place on the Dolly Copp Farm.  In 1949 the use of this camp reached 
an all-time high: an estimated 70,000 ócamper days.ôò  

 
Also from the 1952 Legion Magazine: ñWilliam H. Robinson {on 
1949 Troubadour Magazine cover} of South Weymouth, Mass. 
is serving his sixth consecutive term as head of the Association 
and óMayorô of Dolly Copp camp.ò The mayoral tradition is again 
reflected in a bronze badge stating ñMayor of Dolly Copp - Henry 
F. Meyer - 1951.ò In 1982 there was a Berlin Reporter feature 
on the then honorary mayor of Dolly Copp, 82 year old Fred 
Hanson of Billerica Mass. (photo). He camped near the north 
end of Riverside Drive. 

 

 

2-2. 1950S AND LATER 
 

 
2-2A. ENTRANCE RELOCATED 
Since its settlement in the 1820s there has been a crossing of the Peabody River in Martins 
Location. It created the only intersection of thru roads in the Peabody Valley, providing an 
exit northwesterly. In 1950 the bridge is relocated, providing a new entrance into Dolly Copp 
Campground.  
 
That year there was a complete reorientation of vehicular access entering the Campground 
from Route 16. The river crossing since about 1860 had been at the south end, and circa 
1830 even further south. A 1946 Forest Service memo refers to the bridge relocation plan:  
 
ñI explained to Mr. Robinson my desire to relocate the Pinkham B Road so as to eliminate 
the State highway running through Dolly Copp, and I believe he was in hearty accord.ò The 
state highway was the Old Pinkham Road, today the main campground road. 
 
In 1949 the Forest Supervisor updated the Dolly Copp Campers Association: ñWe are in the 
process of entering into a cooperative agreement with the State of New Hampshire whereby 
we jointly furnish the funds for a cut-off road to the north of Dolly Copp, plus a new bridge 
across the river. It is hoped to complete that by late spring next year, and once that is done 
and the old bridge removed, leaving the entrance to the campground at the north end, Dolly 
Copp should really quiet down in many respects,ò as the plan eliminates thru traffic. 
 
At the same time, the possibility of charging, quite probably on a concessionaire basis, will 
be a practicable proposition. Should, for instance, Dolly Copp have a single controlled 
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entrance, a great many of the internal problems would almost automatically disappear, 
particularly those problems dealing with outside interference.ò   
 
A 1949 USFS summary of the presentation of the proposal to the State Highway 
Commission and Governor Sherman Adams {honored nearby in 1980 thru the naming of 
Mount Washingtonôs 1980 Sherman Adams Summit Building}: ñTheir immediate reaction 
was to simply close the Dolly Copp Road at Barnes Brook, with that part of it going through 
the campground being abandoned by the State. That of course would be the cheapest thing 
to do, but whether or not we, the State Highway Department, or both, could successfully 
meet any local opposition that might develop is another matter.  
 
The next alternative is to cut across a spur road, which in itself is not particularly difficult but 
would involve a pretty expensive bridge.ò It was the new bridge that got the Governorôs nod, 
crossing the Peabody to the north and then west thru the old Barnes Farm. From the June 
1950 edition of Appalachia Magazine: ñCamping charges will be levied this year at Compton 
Pond Forest Camp.... in accordance with the policy requested by Congress.... This will be 
the first campground in the White Mountain National Forest to which this policy is applied.  
 

Entering westerly off of Route 16, the 
1950 bridge over the Peabody is crossed 

 
It was selected in place of Dolly 
Copp, which would naturally be 
assumed to be the obvious choice 
for an operation of this sort, 
because ingress could be controlled. The Forest Service is carefully choosing only camps 
where the prospective camper can be informed that a charge will be made, before he enters 
and sets up his camp. This is not possible at the Dolly Copp Campground, where a public 
highway bisects the area.ò  
 
Thanks to Governor Adams, not after 1950. Progress is seen in a 1950 memo from the 
Forest Supervisor to the Campers Association: ñYou will be interested to know that the cut-
off road is fast becoming a reality. The east end of it has already been cleared and 
machinery is being moved in to start construction on both the road and bridge.ò  
 

USFS correspondence of 4/9/1951 informs us that ñthe new 
entrance road was completed last fall, and our present plan includes 
barricading or removing the old steel bridge and having controlled 
entrance from the north.ò It appears from this statement and camp 
worker Chris Van Curan that for a period during 1950 and 1951 both 
old and new bridges were in service at the same time.  
 
According to Casey Hodgson, with the bridge gone the habits of 
drivers on leaving the campground took time to change: ñA few mid-
fifties motorists, by force of habit upon leaving Dolly Copp, would 
proceed at a good clip towards the old south end bridge site. They 
then jammed on their brakes just in time to avoid a row of boulders 
placed to save them from the river rocks below.ò  

 

2-2B. AMC MANAGEMENT 
A tight postwar budget was noted in Forest Service memos from 1946 and 1947, that it 
might be inevitable that Dolly Copp be run on a concession basis. Long time camper Nancy 
Birch recalls the worry by her family at this time, that the public nature of the Campground 
might be compromised thereby. Casey Hodgson says it was the fiscal pressure of the 
Korean War that kept the Forest Service budget so lean during the early fifties.  
 

In the Spring of 1951 the Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) was competitively selected 
for the campground management responsibility. The Ford Times magazine of June 1953 
extolling the virtues of ñDolly Copp Forest Camp" under the AMC: ñDolly Copp is now 
managed by the Appalachian Mountain Club, under the direction of Joe Dodge, the Clubôs 
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nationally famed Hut manager. There are two on-the-spot supervisors, both experienced 
mountain and forest men.ò  
 

Dolly Copp today is operated for the USFS by popular Pro Sports Inc. 

 
From the 1951-1952 Biennial Report of the NH Forestry 
Commission: ñRecreation use on the White Mountain National 
Forest continues to boom. The Dolly Copp Recreation Area is now 
being operated by the Appalachian Mountain Club on a non-profit 
basis. In 1952 the charges were increased to $1.00 per night per 
party of six or less, or $5.00 per week, with no charge for children 
under 12.ò  
 
The AMC operated Dolly Copp under a five-year contract. A letter 
of 7/21/1954 from the Campers Association to the Forest 
Supervisor expresses approval: ñThe AMC is doing a splendid job. The young men in 
charge are very well liked. We are so happy that they now have nice living quarters.ò  
 
From Joe Dodge, One New Hampshire Institution 1986 by William Lowell Putnam: ñJoeôs 
closest contemporary among the fish cops was Paul Doherty of Gorham, chief game 
warden to the entire North Country. Doherty had stocked the swimming hole at Dolly Copp 
Campground, so the summer visitor would have some legal angling.  
 
But Doherty expected that certain knowledgeable locals might take advantage of this in the 
off-season and decided one day to sneak in and check the pond. Sure enough Hizzoner 
{Joe} was there, but had heard a twig snap in the distance and quickly hidden himself in a 
grass-filled gulley.  
 
Paul saw no one and left. But, on his next social visit to Porky Gulch {Pinkham Notch Camp}, 
was loudly advised by Joe to óget yourself a pair of specs before you go back snooping 
around that Dolly Copp Pond.ôò  

 
At left Childrenôs Fishing Derby at Swimming Pool in 1954, top row 

from left Almon Farrar, Paul Doherty and one other; winners bottom row 
from left George and Bernie Brackettôs daughter Barbara, boy, Kathy Heath, another 

boy - At right Paul Doherty autographs his book Smoke from a Thousand Camp Fires 
for camper Dolores Chew, wishing her ñHave fun at Dolly Copp,ò advice she has followed! 

 
The ñOld Hutcroo Associationò was first convened in 1926, to be the ñalumni association for 
anyone whoôs ever worked in, on, or around an Appalachian Mountain Club hut, people who 
share a lifelong bond.ò  

 
Brown Company of Berlin Golden Age Club in 1957 

at Picnic Pavilion ï Photos courtesy of Plymouth State University 




