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PREFACE

fiDon't e xpe chuman oridersnchild, land bein'
as you're one o' the outspoken sort you'd better hang onto them two
sayins'i6every path has its puddl e’ and "it's better the

- Dolly Copp advises visiting author Louisa May Alcott in 1861
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Site #4 Copp House in its prime near 1860 and as abandoned near 1915

CRILRIT

Some years ago | prepared a booklet much smaller than this on the history of Dolly Copp
Campground. This work is the update. As Campground visitors ask who was Dolly Copp, a
biography of her has been added. The expanded effort then continues with Pinkham and
Culhane neighbors and early history of the surrounding Peabody Valley.

A 1927 booklet by George Cross entitled Dolly Copp and the Pioneers of the Glen long
defined Dolly and Hayes Copp in the public mind. In 2004 U.S. Forest Service Historical
Archaeologist Sarah Jordan authored The Copp Farm, upgrading the Cross work in many
respects. Building on those invaluable resources, this work expands the focus into a
detailed history of the Campground, the early pioneers and the central Peabody Valley.

| was inspired to start the project atthe Ca mp g r o u n d76"sannivedsarg celebration.
The displays in the Visitor Center that year included hundreds of old photos and maps
contributed by the public for the event. Here were valuable resources that could be
organizing into an historical narrative. | spent my work years at a planning council writing
fact finding reports with a geographic and land use focus, useful for this retirement hobby.

USFS Androscoggin District staff allowed me to scan all of the
75th anniversary photos. They also provided me with copies of
their own extensive multi-decade Campground history file. Crucial
resources for the project, those courtesies are not forgotten. A
digital copy of this work is available for free download at
dollycopp.com, providing color and sharpness not possible in the
.| black and white photocopy edition.
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1. CAMPGROUND ORIGINS

iAl most a hundred yellpGopp ago Hayes and D
journeyed to the cabin home where they toiled together for fifty
years to wrest from the forest the sunny fields and fruitful orchards where
now each summer thousands of tourists from many | ands




Pi oneers of the GI

USFS 1925 promotional photo

AoOf all the campgr onuhedVhite Mauhtans iBihd niost Co p p
popular. Fortunately,t her e i s ample area for the physical expans

T National Forest Reservation Commission 1927

1-1. LOGGING
THE PEABODY VALLEY

View from Mount Hayes over Gorham south into the Peabody Valley

isSo vast were formerly the forests in the valleys and
themselves that the supply of timber seemed inexhaustible, and therefore no thought of a future scarcity
ever entered the minds of the early lumbermen,nocar e naturally was taken by them in

- Historian Frederick Kilbourne 1916

1-1A. LOGGING OVERVIEW

| start here for without the disrupted landscape caused by commercial logging, the reaction
to it of public purchase would not have come about. There would be no Dolly Copp
Campground, and certainly less interest in her name.

The later lives of Dolly and Hayes and the late nineteenth century logging era overlapped.
In 1875 Hayes the farmer had a contractor cut commercial timber on his property. In her
1880 letter to her granddaughter Dolly writes of the Martins Location sawmill site being
revived for use. By 1883 near the Copp Farm there was a logging road easterly towards the
Imp.



In the 1880s the Copps and others in Martins Location sell their lands to loggers. The era
of mass cutting goes into full swing. The Peabody Valley was used for commercial purposes
T restoration of its natural environment only possible after its federal purchase in 1914.

Logging in the area was not entirely new. Gorham historian Denman Wight states the
Gorham area had long been logging country: i Fr om t h e t\wamiacor@oatedim m
1836thel umber which stood so thick in the forest

According to New Hampshire PBS fin 1867, Governor Harriman and the legislature sold the
state's White Mountain holdings to logging companies, and by 1890 the state no longer
owned any Orpost-E30tlogging from the 1924 NH Forestry Commission Report:
fi C| eudting methods came into use in place of the earlier method of culling the larger
trees. o

Much has been written about logging railroads in the White Mountains in this era. The
adjacent Wild River Valley on the east is a nearby example. But the Peabody Valley did not
need one. The relatively gentle grade and peak volume flow of the Peabody were sufficient
for moving logs to Gorham, and the parallel Glen Road was not steep and sufficiently
maintained for the tourist trade.

Young marrieds Dolly and Hayes
Copp and as elders in logging era

Historian Frederick Kilbourne
in 1916: AUNnt i | 18 ou't
nearly all paper was made from

2 Ll =t s ol . rags. Since that time, in the
v F, . AN s VD e, M. oo aeeied making of many cheaper
grades of paper, and especially that used for newspapers, wood fibers have been almost

entirelysub st i t ut e drrof Ghristimedagoslaledoin The i nnovation of usi

for paper rather than rags or straw greatly increased demand for softwoods.0 Spruce is a
softwood and the Peabody Valley had ample spruce to be cut.

Yet while Martins Locationé $orests were bought up and their timber cut, the farms also
purchased did not revert to woodland to then be cut. Saved by the fact that traditional farm
crops were needed to feed the large numbers of logging industry work animals. From the
campers point of view, we are thankful that the retention of auto accessible farm fields
facilitated early post-1900 auto camping.

WHITE MOUNTAIN .

./a"‘ l AN ?.,'& ;w/i N y !
SITE #5 MERRILL 1840, Mt}
_-~~BAKER 1850, CULHANE "M/t (i =) 1840-1880
A 1860-1880 » - -
(W i N

& - 7 Ao
VS A=, =
.

W’

Open Farm Land on 1915 USFS Sketch Map i fields yellow or lighter,
pastures green or darker i Sites #4, #5 and #6 residents by decennial census year

For these farms to remain open was the exception during these times. For after 1860,
farming faded in much of New Hampshire and New England i open land reverted to forest.
Perspective on the loss of New Hampshire agriculture from the 1924 Report of the NH
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Forestry Commission: A Agr i cul t ur al decline caused a reduc
2,367,000 acres in 1860, the maximum, to a little over 1,000,000 acres in 1890 and 700,000
acres in 1920.0

Post card view of 1908 west into active field on Copp Farm

Gor h amsfosan D. B. Wight on 1893: fi E .
Libby & Sons were building up their farming
interests considerably, by clearing a great deal
' of land during their slack times. They needed to
- | raise a lot of hay to feed the number of horses
A .-, t hey Km®m ta.1802 biography of Elihu
w2 . Libby: i S e v e ma havefbeen bought in this
section of the county, ‘and from these about three hundred tons of hay were cut in the
summer of 1901. 0

An excerpt from the NH Forestry Commission Report of 1915-16 on locations for planned

summer cottages ctesiopen fi el ds west of the Glen Road
Go r h aRuoberd S. Monahan writing in 1933 on the origins of the Campground: i Hay was

cut until 1921 and during the following year the fields beyond the bridge were used only by

horse grazing permittees.o

1-1B. STATE FORESTRY REPORTS
A vivid description of Peabody Valley logging was included within the 1896 Annual Report
of the Forest Commissioner of the State of Maine. (Although this report was for Maine,

ti

where the wvast bul k of the Androscoggin- Water sh

watersheds in New Hampshire were included in its logging assessment).

Onthe Peabody Valley:ii Ar r i vi ng at ni g hotthebleGlem Hmisefbhraed was |
1893}, next day | took up my work and my abode
The valley of the Peabody River in which the Glen House was located is a deep gorge
between the Presidential Range and the lesser range to the east. At the outlet of the valley,
at Gorham, are the mills of E. Libby & Sons, and their supply of logs comes from this locality.

View west in 1895 from site of Glen House burnt in 1893 shows clear cutting 1
central peak is Adams, Madison to right - from Grand Trunk Railway Guidebook

Beginning at the lower end of the valley and on the lower slopes of its sides they have
gradually worked back and up until they had nearly cleared the valley of spruce back as far
as the Glen House and up to a height of 2,000 feet above the stream, which was about as
far up the mountains as lumbering by present methods could go.

It was a hard country to lumber. A fall of 2,000 feet in two miles makes a pretty steep road.
The spruce had naturally been thick, and the land was consequently left in pretty ragged
conditioné But few places had been cleaned of

ef
i

however, the timber had not been touched. |t was
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MT. WASHINGTON AND TUCKEAMAN'S RAVINE FHOM GLLN KOAD, PINKHAM NOTCH, N H

At left Winston Pote post card aerial view west with snow accentuating
revegetating forest; at right view south at lower slopes logged near Pinkham Notch

Then we have this choice passage from the Report of the New Hampshire Forestry
Commission for 1901-1902: Travelling northit her e i s no havoc Vi
of the road until emerging upon the Glen House site. From there to Gorham the ragged
appearance of the hillside and along the stream {Peabody River} is depressing.

The great mills at Gorham have been largely supplied from lands on the mountain slopes
draining into the Peabody River, from along its tributaries, and from land not too far distant

Y

for hauling the |l ogs to these mills. o

1-1C. PEABODY LOG JAM

A newspaper account of the Peabody flood of 1903 provides a vivid description of the
watercourse full of logs destined for the Libby Sawmill in Gorham. Gorham Mountaineer
June 6,1 9 0 Rfter 51 0 6 ¢ | o ¢ kros® m@dly ardl yhe big jam of pulpwood at the

Copp bridge{ was at south end o fstarted ahc pieées, fe@ atrfiggtg r oun d }

then the whole mass, began to come down the stream toward the Androscoggin.

si bl e

The | ossé will fall wupon the town unless the t
Companyé&.sewlpul pwood caused all the troubl eé.
evening E. Libby & Sons received word from the Glen that the toll bridge had gone and

that Copp bridge probably had. This was later confirmed.

Left toll bridge over Peabody at Carriage Road from

the Scott McClory Collection; right Copp Bridge

replacement after 1903 192 - The Tmp from Copp Bridge, White Mts, N, H,

Nathan Larrabee and James Hickey started for the Glen by way of the Pinkham Road {that

is, coming in southeasterly from Randolph}. The bridges at the Culhane Farm having been
carried away they started to return and found

{crossing of the Moose River to reach main east -west road} had been carried away, cutting
off their return.

They had to put up their team at the Howker farm {on the Old Pinkham Road in Randolph,
just west of Gorham Line} and walk home on the Boston & Maine Railroad track {which are
along the south bank of the Moose River and avoid a crossing}.

0
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Then the Peabody river began to roar and the white caps began to run. To the uninitiated
this may mean nothing, but to one who knows anything about the Peabody River it means
the Old Nick to pay. Peabody is an erratic stream. It often rises to bank full and goes back
to low water mark in a few hours... In the grants the damage is also heavy. Beside the Copp
bridge, the bridge on the Pinkham Road between the Copp farm and the Culhane farm
was carried away.0

A broader perspective on the 1903 flood from a March 1904 New England Magazine article

onthe AndroscogginRiver: AOn t he night of June 12, however,
the river rose eight feet. It had been raining for a few days previously, but no rise in the

Androscoggin was perceptible. The cause of this tremendous flood was doubtless due to a

cloud burst in the valley of the Peabody River. No rise was noted above the mouth of the

Peabody River, but much damage was done to the b

1-1D. HONORS FOR LIBBYS

YetGor h a mé dogding flarbily was, and remains, respected in the region. References

agree that the Libbybds were generous to the con
developing negative stigma of mass logging took time to spread into the business and

regulatory worlds.

According to Wight in 1884 fElihu Libby assumed the entire ownership of the firm of E.

Clement & Company, including mills and lands. Along with what land he had bought in his

own right, he now controlled thousands of acres of woodland. During the winter they had

extensive lumber operations on their timber lands in the Peabody and Moose River Valleys,

and were now employing 110 men and 48 horses in
from farms in Maine for the winter. The upper mill {our Site #3}, located near the Glen

Cottage {Site #2} was burned soonafte r he bought out the company. O

More perspecti ve o nGranite Bonthly
Magazine of June of 1896: A T hf@ests which surround
Gorham have been made a source of great profit, and the

only industry the town now sustains, aside from the shops | j-' ffl LIBBY MEMORIAL kg
of the railroad, is sounds in the sawmills which have now §=&. ':".r’q'eﬁﬁ‘;ﬁnon '
all passed into the possession of a single firm. E. Libby & § ‘\M‘ EA

Sons, made up of a single family, whose mills are at the
extreme ends of the town and whose forests encircle the |
village and stretch up on the slopes of the Presidential
Range. 0

A reflection of the positive community attitude is found in the 6/8/1893 Gorham Mountaineer:

iDeacon Libby is not content with fixing up ar ol
attractive but is now buildings i dewal ks in front of his neighbors
|l i ke the Deacon would make Gorham blossom |ike a

Then consider the community reaction to a major event in 1903 recorded by historian

Denman Wight: A A bi g i mpr ovement wasmadeovhdniheegnployeesdi t i ons
of the E. Libby & Sons Co. were agreeably surprised by the posting of a notice to the effect

that on Monday, June 23, the mills of the company would start at 7 A. M. instead of 6 A. M.

And that ten hour s sworkihstgad ofelavent Notpatittoreto this effexcty 6

had been presented by the men i the new order of things was a voluntary act of the

empl oyers. 0

Mildred Libby in 1914

Mildred Libby Kilgore, born in 1897 and a granddaughter of Elihu,

quoted in a 1995 Berlin Reporter article: A T h e i rasisnosntak s s

measure due to the scrupulous honesty which characterized their

every action. | am particularly proud of my f ami | yés reputatio
integrity, which has survived over the
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From Howie Wemyss on Elihu Libby: In1906fihe pur chased t he Mount Washi
Road combining, for the first time, the ownership of the Glen House with the Carriage Road.

The Libby family owner shi p Ae bf 202m3%amm Appletanta nues t o
great-great-grandson of Elihu Libby, is the president of the board of the Mount Washington

Summit Road Company. After General Manager Howie Wemyss retired in 2020 his position

was filled by Tobey Reichert, also a descendant of Elihu Libby.

1-1E. LOGGING TIMELINE

Horse drawn on Glen Road: From the Gorham Mountaineer newspaper of February 5,
1886:iThe Gl en Road is in better condition for s
vicinity, owing to the number of teamsovedngaged
into the woods t o b eldistonan Denigpan Wiglgt ondl@0gé: i &t i 6 h b b &
Sons lumber business was growing each year. In February Arthur Hill set a record for big

|l oads by hauling 5,900 feet down the Glen to the

Logs in Peabody: A summary of river transport for logging in New Hampshire Magazine

by ErikEisele: fiBack t hen | ogger s -hewnmwihtet campswherepheyr ough, h
would spend the frozen season cutting and limbing trees. The rock-hard ground and a

canvas of snow facilitated easy transport.

Horses were part of the team, paired with drivers who used them to drag the logs to the

nearest riverbank. There they would be piled up
topcoat and amplified by meltwater spring rains, the rivers offered easy transport for millions
of Il ogs. They rode to the mills, which sat posit

Wighton 1907:A Thomas Mal |l oy and Hinchey had a contract
Road and A. W. Fernal of Berlin had a contract to drive the pulp down the Peabody River

to the Androscoggin. At one time they had over 7000 cords in the Peabody River. The river

was full of logs for about a mile.

A tragic incident occurred on the Peabody River when Napoleon Simoneau, a river driver,

|l ost his |ifeé caught under one of the jamsé His
Looking up Simoneaub6s death certificate he was a
previous residence Canada, cause of death accidental drowning in Greens Grant.

THE E. LIBBY & SONS CO. R Wight on 1911: iThe Fernal d
AR, MANPACTVRERS |l o, N N i) Ao B 2 w1l.. Lumber Company cut 14,000
cords of pulpwood for the
C e /0, , . 0 American Realty Company in the
AN 02 9.6 o N O 2 Loade ,,:77_  Peabody River Valley. In May it
r '5057‘;‘“7 At Ak e S T, was floated down the river in
" 375dv s : great quantities. o

After the 1914 federal purchase logs floating down the Peabody to the Gorham mill faded
from memory. Scattered and small early sawmills were closed and replaced by more
modern centralized facilities. Yet Berlin historian Poof Tardiff tells us that as late as 1947,
six million logs were floated down the Androscoggin River annually to the mills in Berlin and
Gorham - there were still ample non-federal private paper company lands to the north.

Logging Camps: I n  Samuel D r &3R2etdudst boak MteetHeart of the White
Mountains, proceeding north from Copps towards Gorham he documents a logging camp:
AUNt il reaching the bridge, within two miles of
the strokes of an axe, borne on the stil!] air fr

On a camp to the north of Copps from the 1917 AMC Guide to Paths in the White Mountains:

Al mp Camp may be reached direct b Glenl Housd e r road
highway. Leave the road at the Two-Mile Bridge about two miles south of Gorham where

the road crosses the Peabody River. An ill-defined cart-track leads up thru the fields about

one quarter of a mile and enters the woods by awell-def i ned | ogging roadé 1| n
mil es an abandoned | umber camp is reached. o
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D.B.Wighton 1905: i E. L i dndGomanydid their usual amount of logging this year.

They started both mills and had four camps. One was near the 2-mile bridge {two miles

south of the mouth of the Peabody} on the Gl en F
{Site #2} cottage, two miles this side of the Glen, and one near the Four Mile Field.

i ST

Site #2 Glen Cottage
on 1911 post card

A logging camp location
was cited by Chad
Dryden in the Berlin
; Daily Sun on August, 3
2001 on the Imp Trail Loop: fi T w e-fivé pinutes from the cliff ledge, the trail reaches a
junction with the North Carter Trail, then passes a defunct logging camp and follows an old
|l ogging road pretty much the rest of the way bac

For a news feature on her family on 1995 Mildred Libby Kilgore remembers: i We went up

to see the logging camps which E. Libby & Sons owned and operated off the Glen Road.

Someti mes wedd have sufplereCottage. t Wetdlde gloo g goe rssu papter
of t en. Mostl y t hey Speaking & tbggihgacknepdredkfasts sesvedin

1903, historian D. B. Wight backs herup:i Beans (al ways beans) and pork
and mol asses cookies, doughnuts, tea and pie. o

Photo from the album of Mildred Libby

Kilgore: A Thi s i s o rale of Seve
logging camps which E. Libby &

Sons owned and operated off the

Gl en Roado

Logging Roads: The logging

road from Dollyds to
wa s not ed above Tooc
Great Gulf Link Trail was also

such a road. Proceeding easterly from the Dolly Copp Campground Gatehouse, on the right

before the curve out to the intersection with Dolly Copp Road, the remnant of an old logging

road leads southeast into the woods. Historian Casey Hodgdon: i | know the road b
Gatehouse. There are all sorts of old logging roads in that area. They run down in back of

the Nature Trail .o

Further south, perspective from author Herbert Sylvester on his 1887 climb up a logging
road near Nineteen Mile Brook in Greens Grant: fi | mme n snttiesgpfutimber have found
their way in years past over this rude logging-trail to the mills below. Acres and acres of the
mountain side have been denuded of their stately spruce and pine, now overgrown with the
broad-leaved moosewood, with birch, cherry, and sparsely scattered map

The northernmost section of the 1981 Hayes Copp Ski Trail Ski Trail was developed on an
unimproved dirt road included on the 1937 USGS topographic map, paralleling Barnes
Brook, assumed to be an old logging road. Today its grading remains visible and continues
east as the ski trail leaves it to turn south.

Other Milestones: In the 1880 Census for Martins Location there are sixteen loggers
boarding at Site #2 Glen Cottage. Seems odd, as most historians report logging as a winter
activity. Their ages show decidedly young men, one from New Brunswick, the remainder
from Quebec:

17 Narcis King, works in woods 21 George Pray, wark&oods 24 Louis Champagne, works in wc

20 Agnus Marrier, works in wooc 22 Henri Chucat, works in wooc 25 Philip Gagneau, works in wooc

21 Joseph Glessi, works in wooc 22 Pelican Cote, works in wooc 28 Joseph Gosselemrks in woods

21 Tedchi Movan, wood choppel 23 Philip Doherty, works in woc 33 Philip McFange, wood choppet

21 Louis Napoleon, works in woc 23 Daniel A. Foley, teamster 35 Louis Baker, works in woods
23 Joseph Polkie, works in woc
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Note: The straight line distance from Martins Location to the nearest point in Quebec is only 53 milek $éttirsgdivect rail li
the 1850s, French Canadian heritage in the Gorham area grew. According to Wikipedia as of 2017 é@&fresinestsy Berlin,
can speak French (not necessarily as their first language).

In 1880 John Bellows, back in the 1840s the scourge of the Pinkham kinship group early

pioneers, sells his considerable Martin Location holdings to Edward Clement of Portland.

The Clement holdings are absor bed by Gor hanFos the iGorflesn Fami | y .
Mountaineer of December 12, 1884 we know there was a lumber yard in Martins Location:

i A c c iTdvemday morning a whirlwind struck near the lumber yard of E. Libby & Sons,

near Glen Cottage, and scattered the lumber promiscuously, toppling over high piles of

boards and plank.

511 . v
R ./.‘.-SITE #5 tm-- / 4» )

\l /1\ R"l l

," S ‘ .\‘u. S|TE#4; (///;o’; .\\-../“
> \
Il () (~~A 1 r
"1‘595\0868 Vhsirer)
| Syl - NE

At left the 1892 Atlas of NH Map includes label R E. Li bby & Sonso at
Site #4 Dolly Copp House, also a pointer from that label south to Site #2 Glen
Cottage; at left 1893 USGS Map with Sites #3 and #6 without buildings by this date

Denman Bartlett Wight tells us that in 1890 the owners of Beans Purchase, NH to the east

sold to E. Libby & Sons i a | | that part of Beans Purchase that
River onthe Gorham side of saidtract¢ Al | hard wood or timber suitab
into boards or lumber.0Turning to the western slopes of the Presidentials, according to the

Randolph, NH Mountain Club their it r ai | system, which began in th

in the 1880s and 1890s, was largely destroyed by intensive logging in the early 1900s. 0

Wight on Census population totals in 1900: A Some o f t répertedggaires n Tthes

increase in population in those places was the result of lumbering operations, and after the

ti mber had been AMghtagaihanl1lP@&d B! eLi kby . & Sons purch
Glen House and land extending twelve miles along the Glen Road; also 5,000 acres in

Jackson, totaingover 18, 000 acres. 0

Wight commentingon 1903:iThe I nternati onal Paper Company <co
distance below the Glen where the old Thompson Mill stood, in preparation for loggings

their | ands i n t heThBsdhere maype twWiseisofrrelice @ differentiated

there.

1903 Pine Mountain: 1,890 acres burned just to the north of our study area, a close call,

almost entering Martins Location. From the Gorham Mountaineeron 6/3/1903:i Fi r e on Pi ne
Mountain working rapidly toward the Pe a b o d y HRomhe 193®Book of the White

Mountains by John Anderson and Stearns Morse:i Pi ne Mount ain was, as it
indicate to the alert mind, originally pine-clad, but a devastating forest fire has denuded it,

not only of trees but even of soil, so that the gougings of the glacier are distinctly traceable

in its rugged rock summit. o

Above left logging remnant
at P e a b o Randgers Pool, center at Flat : ol i X
Rock Pool, right timber cut on Mount Madison  -dits. Washington and Madison from Pine Mt., Gorbam, N. H.
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On the west bank of Rangers Pool at its north end near the water line is an iron hook
anchored into bedrock. The stub of another anchor is on the east bank of Flat Rock Pool.
The opinion of historian Casey Hodgson is that these artifacts are remnants of logging
operations. His view is supported by a relic found on the Sawyer River in Livermore, NH,
very similar iron artifacts anchored in rock, professionally identified as relating to historic
logging operations.

Criticism in 1906 from Among the Clouds editor Frank H. Burt: n Ext ensi ve cutting h
in progress on the northerly sides of Mt. Adams, Jefferson and Madison since 1902 and

speedy action by the national government is the only means of averting permanent injury

to the scenery. o

In 1907 New Hampshire had its peak year of timber cutting at 755 million feet. This may
have been at or near the peak for the Peabody Valley as well. Broader context from northern
woodlands.org: i B 3917, the Berlin Mills Company, with three paper mills and 4,250,000
acres of timberland,was t he | argest pulp and paper manufact

From the 1908 USFS Circular 160 regarding the drainage area of the Androscoggin, we

hearthatin A porti on of the water in this river comes
highest of the White Mountains, including the Presidential and Carter. The edge of its

watershed in this part has an elevation averaging 4,000 feet. In this vicinity the commercial

spruce forest has been | argely removed by the cl

We can next look at how the auto oriented Dolly Copp Campground grew out of the logging
era onto the still open fields of the old Copp, Culhane and Barnes farms.

1-2. AUTO ERA
DRAWS CAMPERS

Augintd

NEW
HAMPSHIR
oCorcord
U-:«.nl‘.\-n Manchener
o0 o

ks @ @

1-2A. TRAVEL TO MOUNTAINS MOTORIZED

When someone mentionedi Dol 'y Copp0 in the nineteenth centu
pioneering resident of the Peabody Valley. Early during the twentieth century the meaning

expands to include her namesake campground.

The sudden proliferation of motor cars after 1900 had a dramatic impact throughout the
nation. From the perspective of New Hampshire, access to White Mountain recreation areas
was greatly facilitated. Urban populations in Massachusetts were now well positioned to
drive north.

The popul ation of New Hampshireds North Country
brought about by the 1850s railroad, the first transport revolution. But reaction to the sudden
flood of autos was more mixed. It took a little time for the economic advantages to win the
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argument - or perhaps in some sections the argument never was won - there being no way
to exclude thousands of prowling automobiles.

Soon after the turn of the century came
feature true to the dictionary definition of camping: "Briefly living out of doors in a much
simpler lifestyle than that to which the camper soon returns.” The fast rise of auto camping
correlated directly with the 1900-1920 meteoric increase in motor vehicle registrations. This
surge soon arrives in the Peabody Valley, where the new automobile became the
foundation stone of the new Dolly Copp Campground.
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Copp6 eind nearby farms ready for auto campers - Culhane House (marked) is
prominent - 1900 photo from Library of Congress view southwest from Mount Surprise

Most of northern New Hampshired sbadways in 1900 were slow, unpaved and bumpy. This
was not necessarily due to indifference, as light maintenance and rutty conditions were
acceptable for the pace of horse drawn vehicles. But such road conditions were suddenly
inadequate for the much greater speed of motorized transport.

The State of New Hampshire adopts policies to better organize its roadways. A statute in
1905 added to roads already designated as state highways fas much of the Pinkham Notch

t

h

Road as lies in Pinkhams Grant, Greens Grant and Martins Location.o In addition At h e

highway in the towns of Randolph and Gorham which extends from the main highway
leading from Jefferson to Gorham to the Pinkham Notch Road. 0 atTsjalong what is today
the central camp road thru Dolly Copp Campground.

Further, fthe governor and council shall forthwith designate for improvement by suitable
description three continuous highways from the Massachusetts state line northerly. The first
route so designated shall extent to and through Pinkham Notch, thence through Dixville
Notch to Colebrook and shall {deeameRowens inthe
Peabody Valley}.

Transportation policy declarations such as the above are easy to write compared to finding
the money for the improvements thereafter recommended. From an AMC record of its 1906
August Camp at the old Glen House site: i As t h e -Gbraankaadimthose days was

t

a dirt highway traveled only by horse-d r awn vehicl es, the camp

Sounds like 1906 was on the cusp i the embryonic transportation revolution had not arrived
in the remote Peabody Valley quite yet.

At left 1905 post card of Presidential Range to the south from rough
Glen Road in Gorham; at right further south approaching Tuckerman Ravine

e
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Gor hamés Denman Wi ght on 1907 road work AiTmei

Gorham Road Agent found the out-of-town roads, including the Glen Roadé wer e
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very bad conditioné wunfit for the automobile t
pr op orAmemnory obJoe Dodge: When I first came thru here with my father, back in

19009, Pinkhamés old road was stil]l being used; 0
very much.o

A history posted on the Glen House web site cites Mount Washington ascents via the
Carriage Road 1899 to 1901 by steam powered vehicles. Then in 1902 the first gasoline
powered cars reached the summit. In 1912, the first motorized stage ascends. The Valley
situation was much evolved by 1917 when the book White Mountain Trailsreportsia g o o d
motor road | eads from Jackson to Gorham. o

stmt:gfr,:c? GL E N H O U S E The Hub of Moun-

. tain Trails. In the
Trout Fishing Pinkham Notch Heart of U. S. For-

Altitude 1620 feet P, 0. Address, Gorham, N, II. ¢t Reserve.

Terminus of Toll Road to Summit of Mt. Washington, 38 Miles from Bretton Wds.
on State Highway around Presidential Range. E. Libby & Son Co., Props,,Gocham, N.H.

Advertisement from 1917 Aut omobi | e Bl u éAtteBtiomot&k : A Speci al
Auto Partieso and Al n t he(noHyetaNationalfForest) S. Forest Reser:

From the Time for Tuckerman Community Forum we learn that in 1927 Route 16iwoul d b e
plowed occasionally from Gorham only to the Glen House, three miles from the Notch, and

from Jackson nor Actowiag tdthenrdSES Maunt Washingtoa Avalanche

Center Afew skiers came to Tucker maHfRoRel8li ne bef o
was plowed in the winter in the later 1920s {1929-1930}, but by the mid-thirties hundreds,

then thousands could be found there on sunny spr

In the thirties Route 16 thru the Peabody Valley was still an unpaved road, even northerly
past Cascade to the Berlin line. Only within the Berlin city limits does a 1936 map show
paving. Further, Gor hamés Route 2 was wothéhMainetState Limec kt op e a s

Boarded up Copp House circa 1910 by Guy Shorey -
note altered angle of view in framed photo i Cross wrote
in1927fhi s buil ding was standing within the me

Historians and White Mountains enthusiasts owe a debt to Guy Shorey of Gorham, a

famous photographer specializing in scenes of the White Mountains. He lived eighty years,

1881 to 1961. As with his photo of the Cul hane
background feature in the main view of the Copp House. Shorey was recorded by the Forest

Service as camping in Dolly Copp in 1936. Original Shorey post cards were still available

in 1962 at Welsh's Restaurant in Gorham for ten cents each now collectible items.

Lack of traffic volumes can give a lonely feeling to a road, as seen in William Lowell
Putnamé quote of AMC worker for Joe Dodgen a med Edwar d i MOowobeeda D
1940:A1 Scraped up the dough to buy a bus tic
dropped me off in Gorham. | hiked up to Pinkham that evening; only one car went by the
whol e three hours. o
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At left view south at Route 16 entrance in late 1930s; at right same location
with two views north then and now, lower with Route 16 relocated east after 1958

1-2B. CAMPING WITH AUTOS

While camping itself was not new, the auto camping variant, dependence upon and
accompanied by a motor vehicle, was. In 1905 a newly formed auto club toured the White

Mountains and passed thru Martins Location. As the lodging for these early motorists was
fisuperior hot el and g agwag rew awta toavanbud mot autbon s 6 t h
camping.

Camping was documented in the Peabody Valley inthe 1906 AMC Appal achia: AThe
Camp pitched its tents in the open pasture at the rear of the site of the old Glen House. A

dam was built across the Peabody River to form a
had used traditional rail transport to reach Bartlett, so theirs was not the revolutionary

new auto camping.

Historians tell us that early auto campers after 1900 MOTOR.
spontaneously squatted on remote private property. While a fee CAMPER._&
to the landowner was paid by some, others located out of view of TOURIST

farm owners, without permission or supervision. There were no
campgrounds into which to herd the sudden motorized invasion -
the concept of an organized, designated area for auto campers
was yet to appear.

Like most societal changes it took some time to assess what was
happening, recognize the problem and conceive of designated
auto camping areas. As initial reactions rural governmental
officials targeted recreational auto squatters with municipal
control ordinances. Annoyed farmers put up strategic fences and
no trespassing signs.

As the availability of random roadside camp sites dwindled, the provision of the first
formalized campgrounds around 1920 was welcomed by auto campers. The circa 1920
transition from overnight fauto squat spototo fauto camp groundowas rapid and successful.
The specific time table for the founding of Dolly Copp Campground conforms nicely to this
national generality.

Auto camping became a national craze. Even the elite were drawn in, President Warren
Harding, Henry Ford, Thomas Edison and Harvey Firestone camping together in 1921, a
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deliberate me di a event . Camping was also drivéann by #Afr
the twenties literature on how to camp out became widely available.

fMost of us are possessed of the desire to be somewhere else.
Restlessness remains. In the United States a new and increasing way
of satisfying the desire for recreation and adventure has swept over the
country. Motor camping is a leading national pastime. 923 Motor Camping Magazine

Informal Start: The east bank of the Peabody River by the Copp Bridge had great potential
as an early, informal, auto camper squatter spot. There was a suitable spring for water
supply. The riverside field was flat and had a fine mountain view. Since the 1850s the
Peabody Valley had been a desirable tourist haven. Perhaps early squatting aided this
crossroads to become one of the earliest approved auto camping locations.

The 8/3/1933 Gorham newspaper looks back: Early in the twentieth century a straggling
camper pitched his tent on Martins Location. He found fishing, swimming and tramping
{early term for hiking} on the side of Mount Washington good and told his friend. The word
went around from mouth to mouth until the field and surrounding country bordering on the
Peabody River became the haven of the camper who

The clues available suggest that informal squatter-auto camping in Martins Location in the
years 1914 to 1919 was organized incrementally into a public camping area. Campground
users today are indebted to the far reaching foresight of Forest Service officials at that time:

fiEarly officials of the White Mountain Pur ¢
realized that Martins Location, with clear openings close to the
Presidential Range and a good water supply, would be well suited for
recreati onal -HsoweflForgsnSermide Eastern Region 1997

Copp Spring Campground: An archival USFS memo indicates USFS employee E. D.

Fletcher Aimade t he fdf thstareasamd gstablished t h e Camp Grounds.
Knowledgeable authority David Govatski says E. D. Fletcher was a USFS Forest Examiner

appraising properties by 1912. And that Fletcher was an experienced appraiser determining

fair market value for land including surveying and mapping.

FIl et cher 6s riomthetlbld USFS Sketphdviap of central Martins Location that
has been of such great value to this research - thanks to its long preservation by USFS
Androscoggin District staff. An undated and unattributed document in the USFS file states
that in 1915 campers had already been using the Peabody wayside i f o r  Bud tharess. 0
no source given for that potentially valuable evidence.

While after 1910 we can assume there were squatter auto campershere, no ficampgr ound
designation was placed by Fletcher on his USFS 1915 Sketch Map. From the viewpoint of

1915 mapmaking, it seems that his observation of overnight recreational auto camping did

not as yet confer a designation about the land parked upon. T du cafnpgroundoconcept

was just now emerging.

616—The Spring at U. S. F. S. Public Camp Ground, Gorham, N. H.

At left Shorey post card from the Scott McClory Collection; right 1925
USFS promotional photo i | met Scott after we competed on Ebay for the same
Dolly Copp items - he favored cooperation and made available his collection of rare photos



20

From a circa 1939 USFS summary of early Dolly Copp Campground history: A As ear |l y as
1915 there was picnicking and possibly some camping at the spring on the east side of the

Peabody River.0From 1938 State of New Hampshire tourism literature: A The spring carr |
a long historical background. 0o

It may be that informal auto camping at the Peabody wayside could not be upgraded by the
USFS until some supervisory staff was lodging overnight nearby. To fill that need, the
venerable Site #2 1834 Copp House - Bellows House - Glen Cottage building transforms
yet again, this time into the Peabody River Ranger Station and staff residence. That
building was demolished 1939-1940.

As newly purchased federal property, on the 1915 USFS Sketch Map the old Site #2
structure is in use as the ranger station, that designation differing from a 1914 USFS map
that had no notation here. USFS literature states that the origin date is 1921 for the Dolly
Copp Campground. But that is, taking a close look, for the west bank facility we know today.
Good dates for the origin of the east bank Copp Spring Camp Ground are 1915, 1917 and
1918.

At left old Site #2 Glen Cottage building about 1908 before 1914 federal
purchase, on 1915 USFS Map, as USFS Peabody River Ranger Station in thirties

Important to qualify, both banks of the Peabody were united by a bridge and operated as
one united campground into the early thirties. After that the east, Route 16 side, was
converted into a Picnic Ground, and the much greater acreage on the west side grew to
become the Dolly Copp Campground of today. West side camping was endorsed by the
USFS in 1921 and formally opened in 1924.

In 1998 the USFS prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Statement for AMC use of forest

lands and its Pinkham Notch Visitor Center. Some area history is presented as background
including on nearby Dolly Copp:i The aut omobil e al so spawned a new
as Ocar Travebgrsi gnickly ok advantage of such recreational opportunities as

those provided by the US Forest Service when it developed Dolly Copp Campground in

Pinkham Notchin 1924, 6 a facility which still/l sees robust

1-2C. SUMMER HOME PLAN

The 1997 History of the USFS stated that MartinsLocati on was suitable for
well as recreation. Odd as it sounds now, the USFS initially encouraging summer home

development on some of its newly acquired White Mountains land. This included the west

side of the Peabody River in Martins Location. An excerpt from the NH Forestry Commission

Report of 1915-16 describing locations for planned summer cottages: A The open fi el ds
of the Glen Road about five miles south of Gor ha

According to a 1915 Gorham Mountaineer news report fsome of the best cottage sites

available in the mountains are located directly adjacent to some of the fine new motoring

roads that the state of New Hampshire has been |
road that runs from Gorham through Pinkham Notch to Jackson are a number of old farm

sites, commanding beautiful views of the Presidential Range and the Carter-Mor i ahs . 0
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The entirety of what is today the west bank Dolly Copp Campground was initially proposed
as a summer colony of 89 cottage lots. An excerpt from the 1916 USFS sales brochure:
The locality is one of especial natural charm.... The Peabody River with its rapid, crystal
clear waters, boulders, and bordering birches adjoins the location for more than half a mile.
Picturesquely dividing the site into several blocks is a beautiful forest of birch, maple and
spruce....

The Government Will Lease One to
You in the White Moantain Na-
tional Forest.
| Allen Chamberlin in Boston Teanseript. |

There was a song, when some of us!
were young, that told how Uncle Sam
was rich enough to give us each a farm. |

l WANT A CAMP SITE? |
|
|
|

At left excerpt from 1916 Subdivision Plan: center same Big
Meadow Area after circulation improved in 2019: right early public notice

The lots have all been surveyed and the numbers marked on corner posts. The Forest
Rangers at the Peabody Ranger Station will accompany visitors over the ground and give
needed information. Lots will be leased at prices ranging from $18 to $25 per year, with the
proviso that the improvements shall have a minimum cost value of $1,000. In order that the
buildings may harmonize with the situation, it is desirable that they be of the bungalow type."

Fr om t he Hisi@foE@usdoor Recreation Development in National Forests 1891-

1942 we learn that by 1912 the demand upon the USFSfii s growing rapidly f

which summer camps, cottages and hotels may be located. In some of the most accessible
and desirable localities land has been divided into lots of from one to five acres. 0

In 1918 the USFS released a manual entitled Landscape Engineering in the National
Forests. Professional advice was provided therein for regional USFS staffs facing the task
of laying out summer cottage sites on some of their newly acquired federal forest lands.

In the 1918 manual is reproduced the 1916 subdivision map of fDolly Copp Farm Summer
Home Sites.0Comparing the 1915 USFS Sketch Map to the subdivision lot plan reveals the
proposed open space areas in the subdivision plan were primarily the swampy or wetter
areas that had not been suitable for farm use in earlier days. Logical enough, wetlands
preservation is still the practice within subdivision layout today. But no wonder the 1916
Dolly Copp subdivision plan does not look amateurish i it was ahead of its time and became
the national model.

But that course is soon reversed: From the 1997 Forest Service History specifically on Dolly

Copp:ail n 1917 the Forest Service had what is viewe
to put the campground out to lease to campers. But the Forest Service realized in time that

6t hey were i n a pldogeatherifoo all pewgdle foo ail tirhej notgustIs@ecial
people, 6 so they cancelled the whole program.o

The United States had one half million autos registered in 1910, growing rapidly to eight
million in 1920. That growth was reflected in the need for organized auto camper sites. For
six or seven years the west bank summer home lot leasing proposal blocked east bank
camping from formally expanding west over the Peabody River bridge. But the subdivision
idea was overcome by the needs of auto campers.

The difference between 1915 USFS lands purchased map and a 1916 USFS lands
purchased map is that the major roads within the proposed Dolly Copp Farm subdivision
are newly included. These look like rudimentary access lanes, put in place on the old fields
to permit summer home lot inspection by potential bungalow builders.

Defining a dirt access way on a relatively level farm field was not a large capital investment.
Comparing the proposed subdivision plan with contemporary Campground maps, many
subdivision access features were soon incorporated into campground design, a good
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example being Riverside Drive. This comes is no surprise, for the little lanes of the proposed
subdivision were the logical circulation pattern for this particular acreage.

The west bank subdivision roads remain in place on the 1920 USFS lands map. Then the
subdivision roads are removed on the 1924 USFS map {no intervening yearly maps
available}. This correlates well with the 1997 Forest Service History: fin 1921 the summer
home idea was abandoned. Although similar plans proved successful in other parts of the
country, |l ots on the 06Dol | y Thearpapvasopenad fordentw e

[

r ot
and trailer campingand hasremai ned i n popul ar use by visit

e n
ors e
1-2D. CAMPGROUND STARTS ON WEST BANK

By the mid-twenties demand for Dolly Copp camp sites was high. Perspective from the 1924

Biennial Report of the N.H. Forestry Commission: i The For est Servsixce has i
delightful public camp sites along the main highways, the most popular at present being the

Dolly Copp camp six miles south of Gorham on the Peabody River, where 5,000 visitors

made camp during the past summer. 0

nCopp Spring Camp Groundso
written on the back of this east bank view south

As noted earlier Robert Monahan had reported in 1922 thatit he f i el ds beyo
{referringtothe Peabody 6s west bank} were used dtnl vy
sounds | i ke tfildswere reotforntally muitalde to auto campers yet. There
could have been some informal use, but then again, USFS staff issued fire permits, effective
authority to control camp site placement.

A question arises concerning the inclusion on the circa 1915 USFS Sketch Map of two west

bank notationsof i Go o d Ca mpNe 8re leftao wonder if these were already in use in

1915 for early camping, or were they the cartogr
be desirable camping spots for future use.

At left fiGood Camp Sitednotations
in 1915 and at right their locations
today - southern site at ridge
separating fields had a view up and
down the road 1 view from elevated
north site east to Carter Range was
attractive

The only point of reference is
the map itself, containing no
other notations interpreted as anything but actual conditions in 1915 - no proposed future
conditions shown. So, perhaps there was some early west bank camping in the attractive
locations shown, even of the hiker or horse drawn variety predating fautodcamping.
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View west at bridge builtin 19247 theyearir i ver adequately

bri dgsdgd atleftreadsfi Copp Pphbimg Camp Groundo and points
north along east bank; west bank also available evidenced by tent across river
Robert Monahan looking back from 1933 on what next: iBut wi th the river a
bridged in 1924 the camp ground extended to the opposite bank and the development of
the ar ea pr oc Ehatdtatement faqusesidnya 1924 bridge improvement as a
key facilitator of camping expansion to the west, the stimulus enablingt oday és Dol Il y Co|

Campground.

At first appearance at odds with the USFS 1921 origin date, the 1924 date may reflect the
time interval needed to implement the 1921 policy for expansion to the west bank. Or, the

1921 date is a little off. Pressure to expand must have been intense, asthenat i onés t ot al

auto registrations of 8,132,000 in 1920 skyrocketed up to 17,481,000 in 1925; the
percentage using vehicles for auto camping rising at least in tandem.

On the 1924 update of the USFS WMNF map a symbol first appearsinthelegendf or A Publ i ¢

Camping Ground.oIn Martins Location, that symbol placed north of the bridge and directly
over the Peabody River, seemingly to identify combined east and west bank camping areas.

Robert Monahan said that fwith the river adequately bridged in 1924 the camp ground
extended to the opposite bank.0 Then on the 1931 and later WMNF map updates the
campground symbol is placed over the west bank only, indicating the new and final west
side predominance.

Looking at this another way the 1924 USFS WMNF map the name of the facility had evolved
to ADolly Copp Camping Ground, 0 revised
Gr o u nAd thigtime roadside picnicking was mixed with camping on the east bank. The
area was enjoyed by northern New Hampshire residents, not just visitors from a distance.

from t he

In September of 1927t he Br own Comp any @lso h&diits gieng ereB a n d

iSunday, "Awilgbe eetmembeted by the Burgess Band men and their wives. The
trucks and private cars left Berlin for Dolly Copp Camping Ground, Sunday at 10:30 with
one of the merriest crowds that had been seen in this vicinity. The weather was uncertain
as heavy clouds rolled by but this did not seem to worry this merry crowd as they performed
their acrobatic acts and played horse shoes.

At 12:30 Frank Sequin arrived in his Ford with a pot of beans and rolls. John Lavoie gave
them the trumpet mess call . Everyone was
After dinner some sang, others visited campers and others smoked. At 2:30 the Band
started the concert assisted by John Laffin, vocalist. Cars from different part of the Union

hungry
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filled with passengers were very cheerful and blew their horns after every number. The
crowd was estimated at 700. 0

Evidence of expansion in a 1927 Forest Service memo: Th& smooth and barbed wire on
the area across the river has been taken down on the south side of the road to the old gravel
pit and on the north side of the road as

By 1927 Randolph, NH
author George Cross
could entitle a chapter in
his Dolly Copp booklet
7 — The Motor Car Comes to
reree - the Glen, stating therein
} ERMITS ~ . .
issueo weae . that fpalatial touring cars
~ o i 5, o L TR py thousands glide
along tar hlghways Cars by hundreds park along the banks of the Peabody. The motor car
possesses the Glen. o

Utility infrastructure was expanded for the twenties surge in usage. Water supply needs are
featured in a 1926 Forest Service staff letter on the spread of camping from the east bank

westerly into tfAltaytélse Dporl d sye nCto ptpi:me we have

was originally purchased to furnish running water to the Peabody River Ranger Station....
The spring at Dolly Copp takes care of the water supply for that side of the river.

Example of rocky camp sites in early days

However, the camping is extending to the opposite side of the
river, and in fact more people are using that side than the area
originally opened. It is too far to carry water from the spring to
the opposite side of the river, and a number of people have
been using the river water for cooking and drinking purposes.
This is not a safe measure.

I have been planning to use the supply of pipe in order to furnish
running water on the places available for camping on both sides |
of the river. This supply can easily be obtained from Imp
Broodé.

The letter comments on the westbank: i That ar ea
to take care of between 125 to 175 camps, and we are now s
able to enlarge that space since the pasture fence can be moved due to the permittee giving
up the special use permit for the pasture.

With central toilet facilities, | am convinced we would induce more and more of the people
to use the opposite side of the river, which would leave the original side open for picnic and
supper [dlerastisemtenceddocuments that the closing of east bank auto camping
was contemplated as early as 1926. That plan was soon followed.

Early camper Mildred Richardson confirms the long walk for water supply: A Thi s p
morning while we were having breakfast we needed some water. We had to get the water
from the Peabody River that was on the other side of the road. Al said he would get it but |
wanted the exercise so went with Bobby following right behind me {her dog}. As we were

going back across the road a car hit Bobby. o
We see the east bank closing imminent in a response to a 1931 survey when one camper
pleadsfido not stop campers from camping on the
woul d spoil the camp grounds. There arOtherf ewer

survey results:

Length of Stay: 1 week or less 28 -25%, 2 weeks 40 -36%, 3 weeks 10 -9%, 4 weeks 11 -10%, 4+
weeks 22 -20%, Total 111 -100%. What are urgently needed improvements, percent that checked:

ar

arti
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tables and benches 36. Satisfied as is 36; swimming pool 23; oil roads 18; Place for picnickers 12;
more toilets 11; have fields mowed 8; dogs to be leashed 4; grocery store 2; electric lights 1; central
hall for rainy weather 1.

Typical comments made: There were requests for tables, benches and rustic furniture for each camp,
that the grounds be plotted into lots, that picnic parties be given a special place away from the river,
and to please oil the road through the Campground.

Left joy ride under the Imp; center USFSviewofe ast bank #AGuard Weeks
emptying garbagei nt o p viewceast at 192y bbridge swept away in 1927

The removal of east bank camping had been completed by the time of printing the 1936

Campground rules: iThe area west of the Peabody River is
camping only. Thateastof t he river Asdfbo pocosocekiilmegegret,

remained since.

1-2E. BECOMES WELL KNOWN

Robert Monahands Sept emberDolly €@ Came @reundaNow i cl e en:
Famous for Tourists describes the camping scene thatyear: i As us ual t he camper s

from all parts of this country and Canada. Some stayed overnight departing the next
morning with the wish that their itinerary allowed for a longer stop and others settled for the
entire season.

Many of the campers had spent previous summers at Dolly Copp and this year returned
with their friends.... But whatever their camping experience, their age or their occupation, a
mutual desire for friendship was obvious all summer. The hospitality for which the
namesake of the camp ground was famous is still to be found on all sides of her homestead
site....

A tenting party less fit to haul and chop wood than others will wake in the morning to find a
neat pile of firewood just outside their tent. Campers unfamiliar with the nearby trails will be
guided by those more experienced.... Families with children return to school after Labor Day
with the youngsters in fine condition for the winter. They have spent all summer outdoors
on their rafts in the shallow pool just below the bridge or hauling water from the spring and
dead wood from the forest.

WHITE MOUNTAIN NATIONAL FOREST
1RE - ALA LYY
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Robert Monahan 1907-1994

Article by Robert Monahan in the Berlin Reporter 1928; Permit for
1928 Season signed by Monahan courtesy of the Scott McClory Collection

Statistics of the past few years indicate the growing popularity of Dolly Copp. The average
daily number of tents during August 1925 was 31, August 1926 55 and August 1927 73,
while this year the average jumped to 79....The record number of tents this season was
tallied Thursday night, August ninth, when 106 tents were counted.
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The Forest Service now maintains four other camp grounds {in the WMNF} but Dolly Copp
still enjoys the greatest popularity among the camping public. The Forest Service is laying
out an ambitious program for continued improvement of the camp ground when the funds
are available so that ten years from now the fields may present a somewhat changed
appearance. 0

Mo n a h gnrediceed change in appearance was indeed coming. The early Dolly Copp of
the nineteen twenties reflected a rough and tumble landscape, photos document stonier
and rougher ground than now. Today's more manicured look had its roots in the early
thirties. The campers of 1928, though, did enjoy Dolly Copp Ginger Ale.

Educational programs for Dolly Copp campers are a regular

/OC}-'V—QBAA
feature today. An early USFS document dates them back to at / The N\
least 1928: A Every Fri day e {Destrict} Rangei ~~best— \
Spinney gave an illustrated talk before the assembled camp (mme@umn

\ «-brand—\'

{\%} made A/Q

{1 928}
Pa will vote for Herbert,
Ma will vote for Al;
Only one can win,
Only one can fail—

£
)
explaining the purposes and activities of the Forest Service... In Z
attendance at one of these talks was Colonel Henry S. Graves, §
Dean of the Yale Forestry School. Graves had been national
USFS Chief from 1910 to 1920. 2

)

0

The New Hampshire Forestry Commission Report of 1928
indicates a slow pace for WMNF campground development that
decade. On family histories linked to Dolly Copp from the 1997
USFS History: A The Dolly Copp Campg
Mountain National Forest is one of the oldest used public
campgrounds in the country. Forest Historian Billie Hoornbeek
has spoken to fourth generati

I e Whi t e

Don't forgc( to order
Dolly Copp Ginger Ale

n campers there. o

NN WA NN VO D D YN

From the section written by Forest Supervisor James E. Scott we learn that fit has not been
possible to do as much as might well be done on account of the limited funds provided for
this purpose. The Forest Superwsor had only $750 for this work during the present fiscal

: 2 . ; = wm Yyear. The fact that over 8000 people
camped on Dolly Copp alone during the
month of August shows the popularity of
the Forest Service CampGr ounds . 0

Note of interest in the 1928 report as to

another new federal campground to the

south:i Gl en El Il i s Camp Ground
from Gorham on the same highway.

Parking space is provided at the entrance

of the beautiful Glen Ellis Falls.0 The Ellis

River campground was dismantled soon

thereafter.

1-3. 1930S
ENHANCEMENTS

1-3A. CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS

Once the Great Depression struck in 1929, camping at Dolly Copp and elsewhere in the
country generally did not decline. This was due in part to camping's low cost and also to
automobiles being the last family amenity to be surrendered in hard times. Dolly Copp
camping actually increased during the turbulent thirties.
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It must have helped that during the same period campground amenities were greatly
enhanced with federal funds. Outside of early funding for simple sanitary facilities and fire
pits, in 1925 the national USFS received its first specific allotment for campground
development. The USFS History of Recreational Development 1871 7 1942 tells us that in
the early thirties, funding was increased by the Franklin D. Roosevelt Administration:

AfThe Forest Service received recreation funds an
earlier years. The resulting new wave of recreation development overwhelmed the work

done before 1933... Several years earlier the service had customarily insisted that it could

only provide simple campgrounds and the like, leaving private developments to fill the

demand for more elaborate facilities.

The Service now saw its role as providing all structures convenient and necessary to
National Forest visitor s , including bathhouses, picnic shelt
Service would also strive to design and | ocate t|

Entering the thirties, Dolly Copp camping facilities were about to be further enhanced. In
the 1932 Report of the NH Forestry Commission the WMNF Supervisor reports: fiAt some
of the more intensively used camp areas, notably the Dolly Copp Forest Camp water has
been piped to many convenient points throughout the camp area, chemical toilet systems
have been installed, refuse collection and incinerating systems have been established, and
efficient camp police are continually in service throughout the busy summer months.o

Using newly available and low cost Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) labor, the USFS

now erects substantial recreation structures in National Forests from coast to coast. As

examples of the new construction thirteen photos are included in the 1942 national USFS

History. One of these isthe il ar g e Tpaaministratian muilding {1934}, Dolly Copp
Campground, White Mountai ns NaAnothemoathe thitteen e s t Nev
of interestisthein Appal achi an Mountain Cl| I®®satRnkhame adj oi r
Notch Camp.0

The 1942 text also states At the Dolly Copp Campground, the Service erected a log-framed
picnic shelter {1936} with a massive stone fireplace and a log pavilion or community house
large enough to shelter several hundred persons. Both structures fell within the so-called
Orutstyi e of recreational architecture. o

In total seventeen CCC work camps were established in the White Mountains, including
one in 1935 on Route 16 just 1.2 miles south of the Dolly Copp Picnic Ground. The location
was south of the 1834 Site #2 building being used since the mid-teens as the Peabody
River Ranger Station, and located across the Martins Location township line, in Greens
Grant.

At left CCC Camp Peabody on 1937 US Geological Survey Map;
Camp Peabody in operation; volunteers at Joe Dodge Center here today

As CCC Camp Peabody was established on land with a significant slope, it had no previous use as a pioneer
farm site. The location remains activet oday as t he Appal achian Mountain Clubés Ce¢
so named to honor Joe Dodge of AMC Pinkham Notch fame.

A Forest Service record of about 1940 summarizes CCC contributions to Dolly Copp in the
thirtiessA A f ew minor i mprovements were in place arou
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until 1933. The development of the area in its present form began with the advent of the
CCC program and was completed in the next

The initial improvements at Dolly Copp were made by labor based at CCC Camp Kilkenny
in Berlin that opened in 1933. Kilkenney labor built the Administration Building in 1934.
Labor from the newer 1935 and direcly proximate CCC Camp Peabody completed the
remaining work at Dolly Copp.

According to the First CCC District 1937 Annual Report fthe work projects of Peabody Camp {known as the
1126" Company} are practically all recreational developments within the White Mountain National Forest.
Considerable landscaping has been completed in the Administration Area of Dolly Copp. This includes the
erection of suitable guard rails and the moving of about fifty large trees required to enhance the beauty of the
grounds and the attractiveness of the building.

11011

1126" Company at 1936 Gorham Centennial i courtesy of Gorham Historical Society

Several roads for the use of the summer campers have been constructed opening the most desirable camping
areas. In connection with the roads, parking areas and spurs have been constructed and camp sites
devel opedé. Other wor k pr thigcanspta® the lmgrRichieShelter 30t fext by GO feet
constructed with flagstone floor and fireplace, 20 single unit toilets plus 100 picnic tables, 50 fire place grates
plus water outlets and extensive landscaping.o

And this nearby emergency: fOn March 13, 1936, the entire Camp was called out to open the Glen Road below
the camp, which had become flooded over during the night. A snow-slide off the mountain had completely
blocked the Glen Road near the AMC huts, and through the hard labor of the enrollees it was finally made
passable. o

A Dol | 'y Co peterio therfSES ir01936 grumbles about the CCC expansion then
underway:iMy per sonal opinion is that the mor
more dust that the camper has to contend with. This is another reason why some of us think
that the spurs should not have been made.

Early Big Meadow from the Bob Rich Collection;
right Cummings Family tunes up auto under the Imp

In 1934 University of New Hampshire forestry experts advised the Forest Service: i T h
agreed that some kind of blocking system is necessary both for better utilization of the
grounds and so that the location of each camper may be known and designated for the
benefit of visitors. The advantages suggested for a blocking arrangement of camp sites are
the possibility of reserving a particular site or group of sites by communication, the ability of
the camp superintendent to assign small blocks to a group of campers who wish to live near
each other.

t hree
by
e grass
0
ey
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And to segregate those who intend to stay all season (mostly mill workers from Berlin and
Gorham) from the transients who object to the noise of cars starting early in the morning
and returning late at night and from t he annoyance of numelTheous week
1934 experts also i s u g g e pdarneadent direplace, ice box and table for each camp site
and criticized the present tables for their exce

Of note froma 1936 USFSmemo:Ail n some areas ¢gr at e scanmpirese been f |
while at others campers are allowed the use of roughly made fireplaces which they
themselves construct. o

Both CCC Camp Kilkenny and CCC Camp Peabody had brief tenures, closing in 1937. The

Moose Brook CCC Camp in Gorham stayed open until 1939. Then during World War Two

Camp Peabody briefly reopened as a consci ent i avark camph previdingor s 6
additional low cost labor of use to the USFS.

View north at CCC workers aside new barriers for Copp South Field,
entrance to End Loop on |l eft, Georgm20BF ackett ds | andm
T atright Play Field just created i barrier signals no more driving on to this field to camp!

An undated Forest Service memo near 1939 on the decade of upgrading just completed:
AfRoad system of 1.9 mil es, Admi ni stration and R
water system with chlorinator, 250 camp sites with tables and fireplaces...

Picnic Ground: 1 large picnic shelter with stone fireplace and tables, 2 parking areas, spring
development, 1 stone fireplace, 22 picnic units with tables and fireplaces. Corners at the
junction of one of the camp roads with the Pinkham B Road {aka main campground road}
were highlighted and graded for safety.... Seventy feet of new wooden guard rails were
installed. o

Betterments not eHighlghingortothdrwise safeguardind otheficorners at
junctions of camp roads with the Pinkham B Road; plantations and creation of additional
barriers to protect areas; filling in gullies to prevent mud holes; restoring fire grates and
building additional horse shoe courts which were

1-3B. COMMENTS ON THE TIMES
Former Campground host John Hamlin of Maryland had grown up in Gorham, graduating
with the Gorham High School Class of 1939. Working as a host in Dolly Copp in 1999 he

recalled that in the late thirtesino f ees were charged. You camped
and campsites were crowded against each other. Sections had not yet been named. The
area was 6a |l ot of fields. 60

Early camper George Brackett relates that the typical method for early camp site
refrigeration was to buy ice in Gorham and place it in a wooden crate placed in a hole dug
at the camp site. Covered with canvas, food would then be preserved in a primitive but
effective cooler.

Forest Service correspondence indicates that informal shoulder pullover parking areas,
each large enough to serve a few nearby sites, were initially the CCC built norm. It was only
after many years that most campsites received their own on-site, or very near-site,
designated parking.
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Remembered from the thirties, Ranger Benedict as supervisorwa s a-m@aonea howo who
ran Dolly Copp with a firm hand. He managed everything himself without assistants. George

Brackett says that it was the custom for rangers then to wear high leather boots and a .38

revolver, as did Benedict.

His tenure included at least the years 1916-1936. His replacement Ranger Smith i Smi t t y o
was also long remembered. Such as by a woman well into her nineties visiting the obscure
Site #4 water supply source Bob Cook and | ran into there in October of 2015.

In-ground refrigeration in 1929;
vehicle in tall grass in 1931

Also according to George
Brackettinearlyy e a gras$
on the camping fields was
not regularly cut: A’ You mi ght
arrive to find grease on the
tall grass, deposited by the

suspension of the automobile of the previous occupant.o

How did campers place their tents in proximity without friction when space was short, as

they did not have the definitive site boundaries of today as a guide? George recalls: i T h e

top authority at that time, Ranger Benedict, ran the place with an iron hand, to the extent

that the finality of his rulings prevented most

Back in the thirties E. Libby & Son still ran a general store in Gorham
near Route 16. A colorful piece of local history, it operated from the
1850s until 1948. Many Dolly Copp campers would trade there and be
given free ice as a courtesy. Gorham resident and CCC member Bob
Ross (photo) recalls that some campers were allowed to leave their
heavier camping gear in storage at this store at no charge for the winter.

D. B. Wight on year 1936: A Gor ham mer chant s
benefited by the Dolly Copp Camp Ground during the summer months.
Over 7,000 campers stayed there during the year and most all of them &
came to Gorham t o @&ignificanh eontributiend loyp "oF
campers to the area economy continue today.

great |

John Hamlin on the later thirties: Th& swimming pool was a popular attraction. The campers
of the period were ordinary people, not well off; this was an inexpensive vacation. The
pattern was already established whereby many fathers worked in Greater Boston during
the week while the mother and children spent multiple weeks here.0 Statistics in a USFS
memo of 8/18/1937 document Campground usage that date; 279 tents with 828 tent
campers therein, in addition 22 trailers with 71 trailer campers, total 899 campers.

In 1938 the New Hampshire State Planning and Development Commission released a

bookl et extolling the Stat eOh®olyrGoppcCampgraubdt i ¢ r ecr
AfLocated on t hesidethedPeabadyRiverfo mitesrsoutheof Gorham on Route

16, this forest camp and picnic area has the highest public demand of any forest
campground in the East é

Forty thousand people registered here during the summer of 1937. An excellent system of
gravel roads makes the camping spots readily accessible. Dolly Copp Spring, on the picnic
side of the river, not only supplies good, cold drinking water but also carries a long, historical
background. 0
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The U. S. Forest Service had its own tourist literature in 1938, including a
fold out map of the entire Forest - of the eight photos included, two were scenes at
ADol |y Copp B-dar &perodi€therip30s. names of all Forest campgrounds
werer e v i s EodesttCampf note early Appalachian Trail was still routed across Pine Mountain *

* The r el oc a trail mutingtwas envisiohadyby teavel author William Teg writing in 1950: i Bet we e n
Mt. Washington and Gorham, N.H. two alternate routes of the Appalachian Trail are available; one via Mt.
Jefferson (Gulfside Trail), Samuel Adams, Mt. Madison, (Pine Link): the other via Tuckerman Ravine {later
revisedt o avoi d ThuPinkham Motchn @amp, (Wildcat Ridge Trail) Wildcat Mountain, Carter Notch,

Carter Dome, etc. This latter route offers a greater variety of spectacular outlooks than the other route.o

From the 1936 Campgroundrules:i No advance reservations for
ma d eHat@olicy has changed since then, a reservation system introduced for most of the
Campground in 1988. The 1940 USFS report Forest Outings provides end of decade
perspective on Forest Service sponsored camping. As Robert S. Monahan was a
contributing author, he is assumed to be responsible for this reference to Dolly Copp: fOn

the 161 national forests there are now some 53,000 free outdoor recreational sets, not
nearly enough to supply the thronging demand. The 17 national forest camps in New
Hampshire offer 2,000 sets between them; and of this number Dolly Copp Forest Camp,
alone, has 1,000.

E Sy £, o Dolly Copp, at the height of its season,

;3 WEITT MOUNTAIN XATIONAL FOREST is probably the least peaceful national
! e @fi“ 1837 Season forest camp in the whole country, yet
[} == people keep flocking there and liking it
GBS B S s L L \ - more and more. The camp population
-  w== | from June to September runs around

74,000 for the season.

The problem of its administration is fairly comparable with that of the administration of a
boom town, and when the more or less resident throng is swelled by holiday transients,

part

and

dent

squirmingfor a swim or a dayés outing, the scene
year 6s 1938 Labor Day cr6o0wd peaRol byt Cwpp tokal €
without the chute the chutes,d says the resi

From the 1940 Instructions for the Operation of Dolly Copp Forest Camp:fi Par ki n-g Ar eas

Replace barriers and install new ones where necessary, such barriers to consist of boulders
buried to make difficult to remove

We see from this that the wooden guard rails so abundant in thirties photos were to be
replaced with large boulders, many of which remain. The result of so much upgrading in the
thirties was that by 1940, Dolly Copp Campground had attained the basic layout we see
today.

1-3C. CAMPERS ASSOCIATION

A 1980 unsigned memo preserved in the Androscoggin USFS file paces the origin of the

Dolly Copp Campers Association in 1933: A The Oesprit de <corpséb
reclamation of the Copp home site and the latrine petition to move an outhouse away from

the home site encouraged the campers to formally organize. Spearheaded by a group of

, or plantatio

gen
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long time campers from the Boston area, the 06
of ficers and began to h

At left standing front center
Cheri Stephanian as teen
with CCCs, still a camper at
DC in 2010 i Campers

window sticker courtesy of
Bob Craig

George Brackett makes
a distinction between two
phases of Association

I'l'y Copp Campers
d regul ar meetings. 0

Associ

Association camember 6s

history: iThe first i mited itself
collection for the homestead restoration,
completed in 1933. This was a different leadership
with a limited purpose, in contrast to the broader goals of the second and longer lasting
group that emerged a few years later and continuedu n't i | 1958. 0
From the 1980 memo:i The new association became more influ
as the years went by. They wanted more campsites

By the late thirties many of the core group had been coming to the camp for ten or more
yearsandoccupying t he same campsites all summer

each su.

A subset of the organization is noted in a 1936 letter from a camper in Massachusetts: i | n

New Bedford, we have a group of Dolly Copp Campers that meet once a year. To belong,
the party must have campedatDol | y Copp for five years. o0

A reference in Forest Service correspondence of 1939:iThe Dol ly Copp
and Recreational Association.... has been of considerable assistance in promoting functions
and supplying facilities for the added enjoyment of campers. The Association purchased a
piano to be used in the Administration Building, and conducted dances and other social

Y

entertainments Iin 1937.0

After World War Two the Campers Association was held in high enough regard that Forest
Service officials attended its annual winter meetings. The 1947 session was held at the
Statler Hilton Hotel in Boston. According to the 1997 USFS History:

Camper s

MiSi nce the Forest Service was hard up for funds,
to do various jobs in the Campground. Campers operated the information center, the lodge,

and had movies, dances, religious services, and even a library. They were sort of a closed

operati on; if you werendét from this Massachusett

real ly. o

Campers Association correspondence in 1954 cites activities: AiwWe put on a dance

for t he

Tuesday and Saturday night at the Recreat i on Hal | . Last ni gAfterthe demiseaobther eal | y cr o

Association in 1958 the USFS maintained the Saturday night dances until 1968, open to the general public.

Yours truly was at the last dance of that 1968 season. A few years earlier, high school seniors, we rode up from
Reading, Massachusetts on Route 125 and then Route 16 just to attend the Dolly Copp Saturday evening dance,
returning by midnight, my unsuspecting parents none the wiser; teen brain at work.

According to Bernice Brackett i we wer e members of the Associ at-itlen.

Mexican Hat Dance, the Bunny Hop, and the ever popular Hokey Pokey. We all had membership numbers and
they had drawings for gifts. They had an annual field day. All kinds of races and games, topped off by the
crowning of Miss Dolly Copp. o0

The <c¢h

From a 1957 Association newsletter: i The past season at Dol ly Copp proved to |

available records the number of campers exceeded all previous years, and membership in the Dolly Copp
Campers Association soared to a new high of 616.

Campsites, unused for years were reclaimed. The recreation hall floor was washed and oiled, pits were filled,

and a new organizational a r evadion ©yl yeua Board @ Diredorssare waysaha r

consi d

means of i mproving the enjoyment of Field Day evening.o
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With interstate and other highway improvements reducing travel time to the White
Mountains, and with the parents of the baby boom generation camping in ever greater
numbers, demand for sites at Dolly Copp increased yet again. As a result, a 14-day visitation
limit introduced in 1958 was the USFS response, continuing to this day.
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That action broke the back of an association built around the interests of entire summer
season occupancy of a site. Perhaps it is no coincidence that 1958 also marked the return
of management to USFS from the AMC, the crowding problem having developed during the
fifties but the scope of AMC maintenance not including consideration of such a policy
change.

From the USFS press release statement on the new time limit: AiThe free Dolly Copp
Campground in the Pinkham Notch section of the White Mountain National Forest should
be available to all who wish to make use of it for camping purposes, and its choice sites not
monopolized for extended periods by the same parties, it was made clear yesterday at
Forest Headquarters here. o

The view of former USFS Campground manager Belvin Barnes:i Some camper s had
marking choice sites with personal possessions in the late spring, clear notice that those

sites were to be their exclusively over the entire summer season. A few would even go so

far as to take this step in the preceding fall, leaving some personal property on their site

under the snow for the entire winter.o

Comment on the demise of the Association from the 1980 unsigned memo: i An easy
answer would be that it was the 14-day limit, but the problems go much deeper than that.

The relationship between the Forest Service and the Association had deteriorated before

the final straw.... The Forest Service had relied on the volunteers so heavily that the
Association felt they were in control.0

Continuing, file Association considered their campsites their summer homes. They had
paid for these homes with 20 years of stewardship. Part of the problem was the changing
times and a group of people that were desperately trying to maintain a lifestyle they had
devel oped over a period of 20 to 30 years. o

Campers Association leading member Emma Cummings, living from 1898 to 1984, saw the
early days and spent most summers at Dolly Copp. She was a tireless worker, volunteering
to manage many group activities.

- . - 4
¢ I ]

The Cummings camping tradition continues - as of 2020
left to right June Deblois, DianaCh amber | i n, Emmaés daughter
Margery Cummings Towne, Marge Kennard and Carolyn Cummings Kennard

b ¢
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When Emma was forced to interrupt her summers by the two-week limit in 1958 she
remained in the area at a different campground until she could return. A few years later she
bought a small piece of land in Conway, where she could set up camp for an interim before
returning for another two weeks in Dolly Copp.

1-3D. HOME SITE MEMORIAL

The emotional heart of the Campground today, the Copp homestead was never so
overgrown or forgotten as to obscure its status as a landmark. It was included on the 1915
USFS Sketch Map; a 1919 reference to old turnpikes in New England recordsthe Cop p 6 s
abandoned cellar hole that year.

Expert Sarah Jordan of the USFS: i | tclear g thenelb was an earlier small house that
was converted to the kitchen when the larger main house was built, or if the large house
was built first and the kitchen ell added on to accommodate a new stove and connect the
house and barn. o

View south at Copp home near 1910 and same perspective today

Then a Forest Service memo of 1927 makes referencetofit he ol d Dol lAy Copp p
1933 news report by R.theSHomedtbadveas leftriotherasagessf t hat
ti me, which reduced it Theorigias ofithe Manmiiatlaeetreeoddedc e | | ar h
in a 1980 unsigned memo in the USFS file:

iln 1932 one of the female camper s fcttllahtheMassachu
site of the Copp farmstead was receiving no care or recognition. In addition, the Forest

Service had erected latrines in close proximity to the site. She wrote to the Forest Supervisor

concerning the matter and suggested a meeting of interested campers to try and raise

money for protecting the site and volunteer labor for stabilizing the cellar hole and

| andscaping the area. 0

According to a 9/7/1933 Berlin Reporter article fthe project of reclaiming the Copp home
site was started by a number of the campers who come annually to this famous camp
ground and who have grown to love its natural beauty and appreciate the facilities it
provides for an ideal vacation in the mountains.

One of the first men to start work in rebuilding the cellar walls and cleaning debris from the site was
Mr. James A. Howes of Eastondale, Mass. Later the Association was formed to plan the work and
assist in grading the lawn, building the rustic fence, planting the pine trees and procuring and placing
the boulder. o

Additional perspective is provided by excerpts from an unattributed news article in 1932: A A cr ew of

men with a leader excavated the old wall and solicitors raised enough money to rebuild the original

wal | using the same stone and |l aying it in the same
wall is standing in its old glory.

Four corner stones have been placed and chains will be used to mark off the old homestead site.
The government has filled and leveled off the remainder of the plot and a boulder from the ground
will be hauled in and placed within. A noted sculptor has offered to make a model of the old
homestead and this statue will be cast and placed on
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View northeast at 8/30/1933 Dedication of Copp Memorial

An archive in the Smithsonian Museum states that "Funds for the memorial were raised by campers
attheDolyCopp Campground, assisted by memb®epertebii t he Gor
the Gorham newspaper of 8/8/1933, the names of participants will be of interest to their descendants:

Arl en Richardson President of the Gorham&oarywumands Cl u
John Audley, Mary Stevens, C. A. Walker, Mable Wight, Agusta Ryan, Mabel Hamlin, Lilla Barnett,
Isabelle Edwards, Helen Philbrook, Geraldine Audley and Hazel Laffin.

From a news account of 8/8/1933:i The ol d foundati oandthapartdfeen pr es
the cellar wall that had fallen in was rebuilt by Ed Savoy and a crew of men. The house site
has been marked by four cornerstones taken from the cellar and the old flagstone which
was placed at the entrance to the Copp homestead placed as nearly in the original place
as possible. Over this flagstone trod the feet o

The bronze plaque has been registered with the
Smithsonian Institution * as a significant example of
American outdoor art.

* firhe information provided about this artwork was compiled as
part of the Smithsonian American Art Museum's Inventories of
American Painting and Sculpture database. Bronze plaque
bearing a bas-relief medallion depicting the homestead of Hayes
and Dolly Copp. The plaque is mounted to the front of a natural-
form boulder, possibly granite. Date installed 1932-1933,
dedicated Aug. 30, 1933, sculptor Albert Oertel, foundry T. F.
McGann & Sons Company, control number IAS NH000446.0

From the Berlin Reporter: A Ther e wer e sever
hundred people, campers, summer tourists and

townspeople, gathered by the site of the old Copp

homestead. An invocation by a minister opened the

ceremony. There was singing accompanied by an

organ brought in for the occasion.

The speaker of the afternoon was the Reverend Henry. M. Ogilby {Brookline, Mass. Church
of Our Saviour Episcopal, then in Manchester, NH; a Harvard graduate}, who told events of
Dolly's and Hayesdé | ives. I n the course of his 1
who had known Dolly and Hayes personally; Laban Watson of Randolph, A.G. Philbrook of
Shelburne, C. C. Libby of Gorham and Mrs. John McLellen of Berlin, all of whom received

a hearty hand.o
Langdsn of Lowsll, Mass., James !
E
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The possibility that the 1933 memorial was largely an fover-reactiono to the then
unrecognized embellishment of the Copp legend by George Cross in 1927 is well

dampened by the testimonial presence of well-regarded old timers such as Laban Watson.

firhe monument was unveiled by Glen Franklin Benedict, the three-year-old son of Forest

Guard and Mr s. Ear | F. Benedict é. NRThe tabl et
Scul ptor, an annual visitor to Dolly Cagep for
boul der from the outlying forest. oo

Into the nineteen nineties, at the head of these two parking spaces was a quaint notice
board displaying camp rules pleasingly set into natural wood. Correspondence of 1954 from
the Secretary of the Campers Association to the Forest Supervisor reveals that campers
communicated with each other by the billboard here:

fShe had a camp site near the Dolly Copp Memorial facing the Imp. Well,
this year before camp opened, knowing that | was to have charge of the
bulletin board located on the Memorial site, | asked if | could have this
| o c a tTodaynFaaebook serves the need for some Dolly Copp camper
communication.

Casey Hodgson (photo) recalls that in the early sixties some remnants

t

h

ofthehome5|terumsweresmoothedovernThe ruins had more col or and

theyweresprucedup i n t hlesadi xti eso

A 1927 USFS photo shows Dolly's Butternut Tree here.
Historian George Cross also wrote of it standing on the north
side of the homesite in 1927. From a Dolly Copp Campers
Association newsletter in 1932: "During a terrific wind and
rainstorm some years ago the original butternut tree was blown
down, but thru an act of God it again sprouted and is now in a
healthy growing condition."”

North at Butternut Tree in 1927 |

Updated, durable informational displays were added to the

Memorial site in May of 2008, replacing aging wooded displays. USFS staff member and
longtime Campground advocate and history contributor Marianne Leberman symbolically
tightened the first installation bolt, a well-deserved honor (Marianne had previously served
as a USFS Snow Ranger in Tuckerman and Huntington Ravines).

The USFS staff was aware of some the post-George Cross reality by 2008 when it included

the following on the new Copp home site information panels: A An i magi nati ve 1927
romanticized the tale of eccentric characters st
one hundred years earlier. When George Cross wrote his book in 1927 it was not unusual
to embellish and dramatize sparse facts. The tale entertained us for years.
s> i, o s i *{h‘l“{fl'.tyl, S iz? !7"”1]’".2_7
f\ 3 -~ lF M,M ‘ The faets tell anc 1lwr ~lnrv’. o
genid yes and Dolly Copy it %’é
At left Memorial Info Panels, photos courtesy of John Compton of
Bethlehem, NH; at right Marianne Leberman at Centennial Spiral Dedication
The facts tell another story. Records reveal that rat her t han
0i sol ated forest pri meval 0, the Copps were one

Location along the Pinkham Roado (t hat Hayes was part of the Pi

pattern was not yet known).

n
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From my point of view and that of others | have talked to, the 2008 assessment is overly
defl ating, concluding as it does fithe fact
are next updated a more positive tone could reinvigorate the validity of Copp folklore. Some
positive facts have surfaced that amply validate the more traditional, admiring views. For
example:

--- Hayes and Dolly are the poster children for New E n g | ahistbr§ &f multiple generations
migrating to a moving northern frontier. Their migration routes are documented in their
newly available biographies herein.

--- The kinship ties between the six early Peabody Valley settlers are now known, not so in
2008. These were Daniel Pinkham next door 1830-1836, and his pioneering daughters and
relative Hayes Copp. The surrounding, closely linked Pinkhams become a critical adjunct
to the Dolly Copp story.

--- Until recently we knew generally that Dolly showed the Imp to tourists, but there were no
detailed descriptions. These have surfaced:

From A Day in the Pinkham Notch in the 1852 Boston Literary Journal, describing the | mpY.ou Vill find this
Old Man, however, not half so great a curiosity as the old woman who shows him. She has lived in the house
which stands at the best point of view to see himf
seen the Franconia Old Man, but she thinks that he must be great if he can beat this Old Man. We wish we
could agree with her.o

S

or

tell

a qua

An 1853 Portland newspaper:i The good dame of the farm house is sociabl e,

old man, away up there on the mountain top. As he is her nearest and most steadfast neighbor, she has a great
esteem for him. She will be delighted to see you, and will furnish you a cup of excellent milk, telling you as she
puts the bit of silver which you offer her into her

She is a contented, genial, old lady, living there with her family, shut out from the great world, and we know you
wi || be del i ghted t oA forthdr emarkerom thic1858 eefenertcal fird ¢he rost colorful:
Alt is worth a trip tdwalkanteahroMgh ihdat greedbmweret raad that leads you to the
I mp and a glass of that mil k. o

--- Praise for industrious Hayes in 1861 by great orator and Senate Chaplain Edward Everett
Hale: While visiting upper class England, Hale proclaims fhere, at the top of civilization, was
the same luxury in which a year before, | found Hayes Copp living under the shade of Mount
Madison. He had made his own farm with his own hands, and was dependent annually
upon civilization only for nails (always nails, you observe), needles, salt and fish-hooks. For
pins, it was observed that his wife had al

---Do | |13%00-svord 1861 story told to great nineteenth century author Louisa May Alcott
has some colorful words of advice: A Do n ' t e x p e af humanccrttersn chitddhand

pocket,

ways h

bein' as you're one o' the outspoken sort you'd better hang onto them two sayins'i 6 Ever y

path has its puddl e’ and '"it's better the

1-3E. SWIMMING POOL

A swimming pool, recharged by flow diverted from nearby Culhane Brook, was maintained
for campers between 1933 and 1958. The pool was on the northeast elbow of Hayes Field
Drive, known as Swimming Pool Drive back then. Constructed by a detail from the CCC
Kilkenny Camp in Berlin, the Pool was about 100 feet across and 200 feet long. A raised
lifeguard observation post was on the north side.

f

eet S
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The Pool was primarily used by children. Camper Stuart Smith remembers campers at the
edge of the watercourse leading down to the Pool placed food in containers and submerged
them in the water.

The siting of the pool created an unanticipated parking problem, revealed in the rules of

1936:APar king of automobiles along the Pinkham B Rc

of the swimming poolis p r o h iTheilow eoddside log barriers near the Pool and along
adjacent Swimming Pool Drive were likely placed there to help enforce this rule. From the
1940 rules: i N ecampers may use the swimming pool provided that they park their cars in
thepi cnicking ar edaquyiteaarwklk. ng spacesbo

View west near log-fenced swimming pool

Hints of
possibildi

But its use continued, for a ti me, as evi

Service will take steps this spring to bulldoze the south side of the swimming pool, making
a shall ower and | ess dangerous approach

Casey Hodgdon recalls that in the early fifties there were no lifeguards at the pool. Long
time camper Elsie Ashworth comments:i The swi mmi ng pool was
few years until the perimeter seemed to close in from growth. The camping association
deemed it to be unsafe after a couple of incidents of children getting caught in the under
growt h. o

At left long time camper Charlie
Kotsiroplos with family in 2015, at
totem pole with sisters; at
swimming pool in 1958

Facility manager Belvin

- - ' : e Barnes cites lack of life
guard staff as a key reason for closure a few years Iater After 1958 it was not filled and
went unused. Then in 1960, it was filled in with earth to insure permanent closure. While
the pool site is now grown over with brush, not far into the woods a dam remnant remains.

1-3F. ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

We t r e a s ur erusticolé3d wisiter Center, originally known as the Administration
Building, as a hallowed Campground feature. But some campers in the early thirties did not
want a building of any kind plucked down amidst the bucolic old farm field setting.

Just attend the meetings of your municipal zoning commission: neighbors often express
fierce opposition to anything new. A 1932 news report: A A communi ty

1) £ e
. h«-\.l.nt

on

ol 6s demise appear fdiTnh elr %4 6waFso rae s
0

swi mming pool did not <conf

denced

very

hall
suggested but a keen protest is being put

t hat

p C
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From the campersé perspective the neeodthd or such

1931 opinion survey described earlier i for many in the thitiesDo |l | 'y Copp was

i tearly Forest Service style.
Administration Building almost complete - from a period post card

In spite of the grumbling, this now venerated meeting hall was built in 1934 by CCC workers
on what had been popular camp site area. Up until that time staff administration was located
in the now one-hundred-year-old {built 1834} fiSamuel Copp - Bellows House i Glen
Cottage - Libby Logging - Ranger Stationobuilding out on Route 16 south of the bridge.

The Administration Building was placed at the entrance to the Campground as its entrance
was configured in 1934, finding itself at the extreme back end after the Campground entry
was relocated about a mile north in 1950. This is not a bad thing for campersit he b ui
environs today are more pedestrian friendly.

View south from knoll across early Birch Lane at
pre-1940 camping on what will become the 1940 Play Field

The 1934 orientation of the building on a southeast to northwest alignment mirrors the
historic Pinkham Road right of way along which it originally fronted. The old road along the
west side of the building was relocated westerly by 1939, adding lawn and greenery to the
setting, the 1940 campground map reflecting the just-completed relocation.

The stone walkways to the building are early features, recorded on the 1940 campground
map. Today the east walkway appears to lead to the edge of the woods, but in 1940 it
continued to outhouses serving the building, their flat foundation stones visible in the woods
today. The structure was lit with gas lanterns before electricity arrived in the mid-sixties.

A USFS informational display accompanied 1998 renovationstot he Vi si t This
monumental building is an excellent example of CCC era log construction. It was
constructed without the use of power tools by novice crews of the CCC. It exists as one of
the largest intact historic structures in the eastern national forests.

.k,

Saturday Evening P:ogram at the Visitor Center 3

Saturday evening program at the Visitor Center - At left in jeans are
Danielle Rugg and to her right sister Michelle; preserved totem pole at center

The CCC's were the first inhabitants of the building, using it primarily for administrative
headquarters. As the CCC program was phased out the building became the administrative
center and workshop for the Forest Service in the upkeep of Dolly Copp Campground.

It had fully enclosed rooms at both ends and the center was an open pavilion. The north
room was used for administrative purposes and the south room consisted of a kitchen and
a bunk room. In the mid-sixties the center portion was enclosed, doors were added and the

for Ar

Center:
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windows closed in, done primarily to provide more space and security for interpretive
di splays. Around 1964 the kitchen area was renov

Also in this section of the Campground, just to the north at the edge of the Play Field is an
unused capped well. According to Brad Ray it never produced much water and so was
abandoned as a supply source.

1-3G. PICNIC SHELTER

Today 6rgstic Picnic Shelter was completed in 1936. A petition that year by 200 campers

expressed concern that their habits might be disrupted: i We t he under si gned Can
Dolly Copp Camp, having heard that there is a possibility of a ruling that all religious services

shall be held in the picnic shelter outside the camp ground on completion of said shelter,

do hereby request that all meetings of a social or religious nature be allowed to continue in

the Administration Building as heretofore. o

Praise from a 1989 USFS archaeological assessment of the Visitor Center and the Picnic
Shelter: AThe CCC built structures on both sides of the river are the finest examples of that

era of craftsmans hi pBunbgtherearly renetiesythetShedter iadfallens t . o
into disrepair, and in 1993 was officially closed and to be razed.

Belvin Barnes was then a leader of a grassroots movement calling for its restoration rather
than demolition. He found in his attic the original architectural plans dated 7/22/1935. Those
documents, hisa nd o tadivecacy, scluding strong support from the Town of Gorham,
induced the Forest Service to restorative action in 1996.

This specialized work was completed by volunteers of the National Timber Framers Guild,
fanonprofit educational member ship association ded
Guild members camped in End Loop during the restoration, the USFS providing a temporary

pedestrian bridge across the Peabody for them.

During the 1996 restoration, each dismantled timber was
catalogued and numbered. Wood in good condition was
reused, rotten pieces were replaced with replicas, and some
wood from trees planted by the 1936 CCC crew was added.
The group took pride in its thirties era construction
techniques.

Belvin Barnes recalls that the drinking fountain just south of the Shelter was also built in
1936, the same year as the building, a pipe from the old Copp Spring its original supply
source. Note also that the Pavilion is available for rent for family gatherings, wedding
receptions or other group events.

1-3H. COMMUNAL FIRE AND WOOD

Eleanor Eells in her history of camping documents group campfire facilities at many early
camping areas. The east side Copp Spring Campground had its fiGreat Fireplacedby 1919.
Todayobs west S ihasesuclt aacomngunab fuenpthce inside the 1934 Visitor
Center. A second open air pit version was built by the CCC outside and north of the building,
since relocated southeast.
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Froma 1937 USFSmemo: il am of the opi ng
Council Ring would afford an excellent opportunity for informal
talks on the aims and activities of the Forest Service. The
campers gather at the Council Ring on pleasant evenings and
the atmosphere of the open fire and community singing tends to &8
make t he gr oup unAnatherarieho/from O27e &
AiAt the Council Ring, there wgiea
they sang popular songs. The Council Ring will seat about sixty
campers without overcrowding. 0

Life long camper and now knowledgeable campground host Bob Cook says there was then
no communal campfire for many years, that in the early seventies a new communal campfire
was built southeast of the Visitor Center, still in use today. Obtaining wood for their camp
fire is a ritual for the camper. To assist, by 1940 the USFS had placed seven fuelwood yards
around Dolly Copp. From the 1940 administrative guidelines:

i Pr ov i oet splitavaod in central yards designated by the District Ranger with saw
horses and chopping blocks. Each year they shall be stocked to capacity at the beginning
of t he 8ab8revnmnecals thatfor decades after, the resulting enriched soil at these
locations was a good source of worms as bait for Peabody fishing.

As a youthful CCC worker in Dolly Copp Bob Ross of Gorham remembers:AiWe del i ver ed
wood from the wood yards to camp sitesand keptt he Ca mp gr o George Btacketa n . 0
recalls the fuel wood yard near Midway Lane offering large slabs of wood: Airhese were

brought back to your site to chop up for campfire use. There was no fence or fee and you

were welcome to take all you wanted.o

The 1940 yards were at the south end of End Loop, between Imp View Lane and Midway
Lane, at the center of High Woods, at the top of Brook Loop, in the Gravel Pit, and two fuel
wood yards in the Picnic Ground to serve the north and south sides of the Picnic Shelter.
On the 1951 Campground brochure the seven fuelwood yards of 1940 had been reduced
to three. Those remaining were in End Loop, Midway Lane and Brook Loop.

Captionr e a dudy 1839 around campfire at
Dolly Copp campsiteon a very, very cold nighto

The 1951 brochure states: i Wood at random | engt
provided at a central wood yard. Campers must cut their

wood in the wood yard, using their own tools for the

purpose. It is not to be worked up at the camp site. Persons

not desiring to work up wood in the central wood yard may

buy fitted wood, which i sAtf or sal e
least one wood yard was still operating until 1957.

Then for quite a few seasons fuel wood was available for sale at each camp site by a roving
vendor franchised by the Forest Service i very convenient. That pleasant amenity was
dropped after 1996, replaced by sales at the Gate House, Gorham and elsewhere.

-

2. CAMPGROUND FROM 1940

fi P ovgat camping was rapidly accepted by the general public as the thing for
a youngster to do during the summer. It was almost as universally accepted as
Sunday School , creating a market that seemed to justify alr

- Camping author Eleanor Eells 1986
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Excerpt from 1941 Esso Gas Map (early name for Exxon)

2-1. WORLD
WAR Il AND 1940S

2-1A. WARTIME ADJUSTMENTS

The demands of World War Two worked their way into the relaxed Dolly Copp scene.
National histories of camping document the difficulty of operating most campgrounds during
the war years. Reasons were the absence of male staff, gasoline rationing discouraging
leisure travel, and lack of new equipment displaced by war production.

According to the USFS file 1980 unsigned memo i Wo r | dTwaVeffectively stopped
pleasure driving for 5 or 6 years and the Campground slumbered during those years. The

Picnic Area was utilized by local citizens but for all practical purposes the Campground was

c | o s/AkbresdbSupervisord s me madhisperiad statesfi we d i d nothing exoem | | y
have some of the lookouts and fireguards do what they could to keep the place reasonably
picked up. o0

Dolly Copp Spring

= ——= Evidence of closing is in a
5. — USFS pressrelease:i Whi t e
/C”/C‘

. Mountain National Forest

Camping and Picnicking
S/:vz..”

TN L Areas will not open for the
Tl — usual summer season,
Supervisor Graham announced today.

This move had been made nec e{$261[4943} resirictingttaveel Pr esi de
by all Government vehicles to an absolute minimum in an effort to help relieve the acute

gasoline s hortage in t HeheEdsDtodrlny <Ltogptpe sReaxcr eati on Ar
N.H. o is then |isted, along with fifteen other W

Yet this draconian move was soon modified. From the June 10, 1942 Lewiston Sun: i T h e

White Mountain picnicking and camping areas are
coming to Dolly Copp should expect to find the Administration Building closed and the

system of registration, used so successfully for several years, abandoned for the duration.

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeee.
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———s

The  Fitzgerald Family
remain  camping  today,
Barbara Reynolds (photo) in
2020: it hat i s
bottom row from left to right
my mother Muriel, my Aunt
Theresa, my grandparents
Mama and Dada Fitzgerald and then my Aunt
- Marie, second row are my Uncles Robbie and
ANTY ST RAINING Johnny i i We  wi I | b e 100 ¥dars bfi
| AND STILLRAINING |l 2" st | | Raioningo in J

ceeeeeeeeceeceeeeeeeceeeeeeceeceeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeee.

This is of especial significance to parties expecting telegrams or telephone calls. Only

emergency calls or telegrams shoul dCahpeareasddr es s e d
must be policed by the users. Wood is not available this year on the area, but those wishing

to cut theirownwood maydosoout si de the | imits of the Recreati
pool wi || be available for use without the benef

cooperation from the users can it be assured that Dolly Copp Recreation Area will continue
openfortheentres eason. 0

2-1B. ACTIVITY TIMELINE

The Appalachian Mountain Club heylCdppdurirgth@a nnual A
summer of 1943. According to AMC recordsit he camp took place about o
the Peabody River Bridge along the Pinkham B Road.

The area was more populated than most, but it was still quite a bit of fun. In this wartime

camp, a horse and wagon provided access to roads and trailsforthe f i r st secti on car
Social bonds are on display in this letter to fellow campers dated October 1, 1943 from

Robert Gaffney of Medford, Mass:

iThe campers of Dolly Copp s eardoomalrearfionibthd 3 are g
form of a Halloween Party to be held at the Danbury Inn, Danbury, NH. There will be old-
fashioned dancing that night and of course our Dolly Copp songs.

Please do not dress up, as old sport clothes

are the proper attire for Danbury. Please

remember that Danbury is only a three-hour

drive fromMeB®e&s olmépi ng you
be among those present to make it an

overflowing Dolly Copp reunion! Your fellow

camper, Bob Gaffney.o

Then written on the bottom, writer
~ unidentified: A We i nt ego du deret o
afraid we would not have gas enough, so

: P .+ gaveitup asitwas so far. Wish it had been
Marry Q;\,is*ms near [SandslikeWorld War Two gas

August Camp 1943 Dolly Copp Camp Ground rationing.
A Forest Service memo of June 1944 indicates that the Administration Buildingfiii s t o be

kept closed again this year.... Apparently from all indications we are going to have more use
of Dolly Copp this year than for the past year o

This message on a Dolly Copp postcard dated August 1945: i We pass thru this ¢
ground coming up. You might like to try it sometime. The people seem to have such jolly

t i meALampers Association officer reported in 1946 thati Dol | y has gone back t
a wild stage with overgrown foliage during these
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look at national camping trends finds a period of growth in the number of campers after
World War Two. Reasons included pent up demand for recreation, the advent of the baby
boom generation, and campingd Bicrease in popularity as a summer vacation.

Excerpt from 1940 Campground Map

Comment on the immediate post war period by Eleanor Eells in her History of Organized
Camping: Camping was rapidly accepted by the general public as the thing for a youngster
to do during the summer. It was almost as universally accepted as Sunday School, creating

amar ket that seemed to justify almost wunlimited
A 1947 USFS memo sees upcoming service limitations:i Mr . Gr aham st ated that

if it would be possible to provide the personal supervision at Dolly Copp which we have
beenacc ust omed to provide in the past, with the ex

There is evidence of a budget crisis in a 1947 USFS staff memo: fSince the users of Dolly
Copp Forest Camp have an organization, would you be in favor of contacting the officers to
explain the problems confronting us and to determine if they would be willing to employ
someone to dispose of their garbage and sewage?0

Concerns of the era are reflected in this 1949 list of suggestions from the Campers
Association to the Forest Service:i Al t hough the rules specifically
placed in the Swimming Pool Area and the Big Meadow, for the past few seasons they have

been placed all over the camp ground and in many instances on excellent tenting camp

sites.... The rule should be enforced 100%.

Enforcement of the unattended tent situation: It is a known fact that many campers believe
that once they set their tent up early in the season on a very desirable camp site, that they
can usurp that site for the remainder of the season and leave their tent for a week at a time
and return only on weekends. Oftentimes they do not return for a month or more. This
situation is getting to be quite a problem and will continue to worsen if it isn't remedied as it
is evidentthatourpopul at i on wi | | be greater from now on. o

estT Tent

BESTTENT@R Q@ —_—
- Dolly Copp s like several DL Y CP |2
: ¢
. small campgrounds rolled b St @
wnto one, with lots of WY Comnectioar ™
T o e  cozy spols tucked inlo DULLY'C
AND AN ESCAPE FROM CIVILIZATION . .
fouhtion  the dense forest.

At left praise for Campground; center Red Sox carving by
long time camper Jay Milliken, at right die hard Campground fans
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Speaking of the period 1947-49, Betsy Kent of Jackson recalls that on occasion the

Campground could be overcrowded and loud:i Some ni ghts there were as
2000 camper s, many ¢ o mTha gmpldyeennewslétterdamtheBBzowrh i n . 0
Company in Berlin continued during this period, the edition of September 6, 1949 included

news of employees visiting Dolly Copp:

fiviany Brown Company people have been spending their nice evenings going to Dolly Copp

camp groundsfortheirsupper . Adam Lavernoichoés 6Bachel orbds Q
taken over by some of the girls from the Tabulating Department {names given}. A really

good time was had. They were real outdoor campers. Other girls who have been spending

weekends at Dolly Copp are Rita Richards, Adeline Arsenault, Lorraine Maroise and Doris

Vaill ancourt. Some of the girls were pledged toc
Chicken Club at Dolly Copp. 0

AMC history reports a great increase in White Mountain recreation immediately following

World War Two. Nationally, there was a postwar spike in mountain climbing, affecting camp

site demand here adjacent to the challenging Carter i Moriah and Presidential Ranges.
Fromthe July 1952 Amer i can Legi on Ma g dhere areeas mahnNas®0at t i mes
tents and trailers in place on the Dolly Copp Farm. In 1949 the use of this camp reached

an all-time high: an estimated 70,000 @amper days.®

Dolly Copp Mayor is quite a guy

Also from the 1952 Legion Magazine: A Wi | | i am Hon Robi nso
1949 Troubadour Magazine cover} of South Weymouth, Mass.

is serving his sixth consecutive term as head of the Association

and O6Mayor 6 of Dhe maygral ttaditmmpis aganmp . 0
reflected in a bronze badge statingfi May or of -Bentyl y Copp
F. Meyer - 1 9 5 1n.1882 there was a Berlin Reporter feature

on the then honorary mayor of Dolly Copp, 82 year old Fred

Hanson of Billerica Mass. (photo). He camped near the north

end of Riverside Drive.

2-2. 1950S AND LATER

2-2A. ENTRANCE RELOCATED

Since its settlement in the 1820s there has been a crossing of the Peabody River in Martins
Location. It created the only intersection of thru roads in the Peabody Valley, providing an
exit northwesterly. In 1950 the bridge is relocated, providing a new entrance into Dolly Copp
Campground.

That year there was a complete reorientation of vehicular access entering the Campground
from Route 16. The river crossing since about 1860 had been at the south end, and circa
1830 even further south. A 1946 Forest Service memo refers to the bridge relocation plan:

il explained to Mr. Robi nson rRyadsbastoeliminateo r el oc a
the State highway running through Dol |l ytheCopp, an
state highway was the OIld Pinkham Road, today the main campground road.

In 1949 the Forest Supervisor updated the Dolly Copp Campers Association:i We ar e i n t he
process of entering into a cooperative agreement with the State of New Hampshire whereby

we jointly furnish the funds for a cut-off road to the north of Dolly Copp, plus a new bridge

across the river. It is hoped to complete that by late spring next year, and once that is done

and the old bridge removed, leaving the entrance to the campground at the north end, Dolly

Copp should really quiet down in many respects, a&s the plan eliminates thru traffic.

At the same time, the possibility of charging, quite probably on a concessionaire basis, will
be a practicable proposition. Should, for instance, Dolly Copp have a single controlled
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entrance, a great many of the internal problems would almost automatically disappear,
particularly those problems dealing with

A 1949 USFS summary of the presentation of the proposal to the State Highway
Commission and Governor Sherman Adams {honored nearby in 1980 thru the naming of

Mount Washingtondéds 1980 BailhieghmdaheAdameam&dimai e

was to simply close the Dolly Copp Road at Barnes Brook, with that part of it going through
the campground being abandoned by the State. That of course would be the cheapest thing
to do, but whether or not we, the State Highway Department, or both, could successfully
meet any local opposition that might develop is another matter.

The next alternative is to cut across a spur road, which in itself is not particularly difficult but
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would involve a pr dtwdsthe rew hridga thatgotdhe o v d g manp 6 s

crossing the Peabody to the north and then west thru the old Barnes Farm. From the June
1950 edition of Appalachia Magazine:i Campi ng charges will be
Pond Forest Camp.... in accordance with the policy requested by Congress.... This will be
the first campground in the White Mountain National Forest to which this policy is applied.

Entering westerly off of Route 16, the
1950 bridge over the Peabody is crossed

It was selected in place of Dolly
Copp, which would naturally be {8
assumed to be the obvious choice %

for an operation of this sort,

because ingress could be controlled. The Forest Service is carefully choosing only camps
where the prospective camper can be informed that a charge will be made, before he enters
and sets up his camp. This is not possible at the Dolly Copp Campground, where a public
highway bisects the area. 0

Thanks to Governor Adams, not after 1950. Progress is seen in a 1950 memo from the

Forest Supervisor to the Campers Association: A You will be interested

off road is fast becoming a reality. The east end of it has already been cleared and

machinery is being moved in to start construct:i

USFS correspondence of 4/9/1951 informs us that it h e
. entrance road was completed last fall, and our present plan includes
s barricading or removing the old steel bridge and having controlled
JOE DODGE entrance f r dtmappéarsdromnthrosrstattmedt and camp
worker Chris Van Curan that for a period during 1950 and 1951 both
old and new bridges were in service at the same time.

According to Casey Hodgson, with the bridge gone the habits of
fifties motorists, by force of habit upon leaving Dolly Copp, would

proceed at a good clip towards the old south end bridge site. They
then jammed on their brakes just in time to avoid a row of boulders
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drivers on leaving the campground took time to change: A A f e-w mi

pl aced to save them from the river

2-2B. AMC MANAGEMENT

A tight postwar budget was noted in Forest Service memos from 1946 and 1947, that it
might be inevitable that Dolly Copp be run on a concession basis. Long time camper Nancy
Birch recalls the worry by her family at this time, that the public nature of the Campground
might be compromised thereby. Casey Hodgson says it was the fiscal pressure of the
Korean War that kept the Forest Service budget so lean during the early fifties.

In the Spring of 1951 the Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC) was competitively selected
for the campground management responsibility. The Ford Times magazine of June 1953
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extolling the virtues oudndemti2cAMC:Vi DGO py Eomp@sti sCan

managed by the Appalachian Mountain Club, under the direction of Joe Dodge, t h e

Cl

ubos



a7

nationally famed Hut manager. There are two on-the-spot supervisors, both experienced
mountain and forest men. 0

Dolly Copp today is operated for the USFS by popular Pro Sports Inc.
y=opplofayisop ypop P Pro Sports Inc.

Campground Concessionaires for the

From the 1951-1952 Biennial Report of the NH Forestry Wit Mountains of New Hampshire
Commission: i Recr eati on us éMountain Natloreal
Forest continues to boom. The Dolly Copp Recreation Area is now
being operated by the Appalachian Mountain Club on a non-profit
basis. In 1952 the charges were increased to $1.00 per night per
party of six or less, or $5.00 per week, with no charge for children
under 12.0
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The AMC operated Dolly Copp under a five-year contract. A letter
of 7/21/1954 from the Campers Association to the Forest
Supervisor expresses approval: i The AMC is doing a splendid job
charge are very welllke d. We are so happy that they now have

From Joe Dodge, One New Hampshire Institution 1986 by William Lowell Putnam: i J o e 6 s
closest contemporary among the fish cops was Paul Doherty of Gorham, chief game
warden to the entire North Country. Doherty had stocked the swimming hole at Dolly Copp
Campground, so the summer visitor would have some legal angling.

But Doherty expected that certain knowledgeable locals might take advantage of this in the
off-season and decided one day to sneak in and check the pond. Sure enough Hizzoner
{Joe} was there, but had heard a twig snap in the distance and quickly hidden himself in a
grass-filled gulley.

Paul saw no one and left. But, on his next social visit to Porky Gulch {Pinkham Notch Camp},
was |l oudly advised by Joe to 6éget yourself a pa
around that Dolly Copp Pond. 6 0

AtleftChi | dr ends F iasSwimmigg PDotin 19%4, top row
from left Almon Farrar, Paul Doherty and one other; winners bottom row
from | eft George and Bernie Brackeandtles daughter Barba
boy - At right Paul Doherty autographs his book Smoke from a Thousand Camp Fires
for camper Dolores Chew, wishingheri Hav e f un a,badvizedhd has fdlawpdb

The fOId Hutcroo Associationowas first convened in 1926, tobetheial umni associ ati o
anyone whoo6s e eraroundan AppathchiamMountain Club hut, people who
share a lifelong bond.0

Brown Company of Berlin Golden Age Club in 1957
at Picnic Pavilion i Photos courtesy of Plymouth State University






